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Investigation of Exclusion of the Senior Generation 

(methodological approaches) 

 

Tatiana Z. Kozlova, Moscow  

Abstract. The goal of our comprehensive sociological research was the study of the 

social exclusion of older people. The basis of the theoretical-methodological approach is the 

concept of Ananyev, a Russian scientist, who considered a personôs life progression as the stages 

of his realization.  

 

Keyword: exclusion; inclusion; approach 

 

Social inclusion is a process of real inclusion of individuals into active social life. 

Everyone wants to end his days as part of their society. However, in later years the social 

connections often break, and the person is in the process of exclusion (social exclusion). 

The objects of our research are the retirees who formally left their jobs. One of the 

methodological approaches of the study is to understand the process of aging. In this period (of 

aged and aging people) the range of motivations is getting narrow. The personôs health is 

deteriorating, people are getting less energetic and begin to ñmigrateò away from more 

successful social roles to less significant and successful.  

If in the earlier years, a person needs activity for peace of mind, in the later stage of life 

the peace of mind is usually accompanied by inactivity or motivation towards retirement, which 

is one of the ways to avoid fear and social exclusion. Along with the change in the range of 

motivators, another group of psychological attributes is changing, i.e. personôs abilities.  

With the retirement, the life style changes. The main objective of it is stability, i.e. 

keeping what one has. This is material possessions and health.  

Self-determination that they have lived their lives well is very important for older people. 

They want to anchor themselves in the past, which is very important for their adaption to the 

present. It is well known that older people keep high self-esteem, thanks to the knowledge that 

they had worked well during the active part of life and had earned the respect and the future out 

of poverty.  

Some mass media negatively affects the exclusion of the older generation. They speak 

little about their accomplishments and their helpfulness in bringing up the junior generations. 

They are responsible for discrimination against the older people. The society develops certain 

stereotypes regarding the older people: ñthey take our jobsò, ñthey are usually illò, ñthey bring no 

valueò.  
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One of the acute problems for the senior generation is loneliness. The latter is, of course, 

related to human mortality. In our country, a womanôs life expectancy is 12 years longer than a 

manôs. This is why it is often heard that ñthe old age has a womanôs faceò. However, women can 

also deal with loneliness much better. They either take care of their grandchildren of find some 

other activity (participate in community, take on crafts etc.). For men, loneliness is the state that 

is very difficult to bear. This is why social services need to pay attention to including lonely men 

into their networks.  

The goal of our complex sociological studies was to study the social inclusion of the 

older people, which means learning about their self-realization, their mood, attitude towards 

time, level of loneliness. 

We used the concept of the renowned domestic scientist B.G. Ananyev as a basis for our 

study. He considered a personôs path in life in the stages of self-realization. Methodological 

approaches of the study are: 1) understanding the self-realization of a person in the two main 

spheres of life: profession (labor) and the family; 2) analysis of the understanding of personôs life 

at the intersection of their personal, age, and social experiences; 3) understanding their lifestyle 

(degree of loneliniess) taking into account the peculiarities of the Russian mentality.  
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Cases of Postcarbon Sociology 
 

Milana B. Kolesnichenko, Perm 

 

Abstract. The background is to highlight the main trends in respect to postcarbon society 

in Russia. Case study method was used. The result of this analysis is describing two cases related 

to development of electric vehicles and air conditioning systems. It is concluded that semantic 

structures affect projects attributed to post-carbon society that contributes to solving urgent 

problems of reducing hydrocarbons dependence. 

 

Keywords: postcarbon sociology; resource turn; case study; semiotics; energy efficiency 

 

A new concept of modernity is postcarbon sociology. Currently, natural, physical and 

social systems exist in unstable situations of dynamic stress, which increases the need for quality 

planning and management of climatic and social processes. Postcarbon society is focused on not-

carbon-based resources, on disappearance of dependence on hydrocarbons. The new concept also 

means strengthening of relationship between natural and social in modern systems, that expands 

the area of sociology research beyond the limits of a science of society. 

Author of the concept of postcarbon sociology J. Urry sees that the concept is connected 

with resource turning and resource sociology. The new area of sociological research is devoted 

to an actual problem of climate change, defining the resources of the XXI century. Changes in 

conditions of nonlinear, uncertain social processes lead to scientific turnings in sociology. 

Besides resource turning [Urry, 2012: 51] turns to mobility, materiallity, topology, etc. also have 

a great influence [Vakhshtain, 2014:1]. 

Publications prepared by sociologists in the framework of international organizations, in 

particular the European Union [Towards a çPost-Carbon Societyè,2007:9] emphasize measures 

aimed at reducing hydrocarbon dependence. One way is to use solar generation, wind farms, 

another way is nuclear energy and CCS (carbon capture and storage) technology. CCS 

technology is the process of trapping carbon dioxide produced by burning fossil fuels or other 

processes and storing it in such a way that it is unable to affect the atmosphere. In addition to 

reducing consumption of petroleum products, the aim of modern society is to increase a share of 

energy produced from renewable sources, reducing greenhouse gas emissions, to increase in 

demand for electric vehicles, etc. 

Dynamics of emissions of pollutants from road transport into the air in the Russian 

Federation has not shown a tendency to reduce them [Vybrosy vrednykh, 2012:1]. 
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Table 1 

Pollutant emissions into the atmosphere (Thous. Tons / year). 

 

Year Number of tons 

2005 501,00 

2006 523,40 

2007 569,70  

2008 589,51 

2009 591,84 

 

In other countries, a trend to reduce the need for hydrocarbon resources is usually not 

manifested. For example, consumption of oil and oil products in the United States is about 3 

tons/person, in Germany 1.5 tons/person, 0.5 in China, in Russia ï a little less than 1 ton/person 

[Bushuev, 2010:7]. 

Data related to development of renewable energy such as wind power, show no growth in 

the Russian Federation and its presence in the countries neighboring Russia [Vetroenergetika, 

2013: 1]. 

Table 2 

Total installed capacity, MWin several countries 2005 ï 2011 

 
Country  2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Czechia 29,5 54 116 150 192 215 217 

Finland 82 86 110 140 146 197 197 

Estonia 33 32 58 78 142 149 184 

Lithuania 7 48 50 54 91 154 179 

Ukraine  77,3 86 89 90 94 87 151 

Russia 14 15,5 16,5 16,5 14 15,4  

 

Does the above examples mean that trends to post-carbon society in Russia are weak? 

Recently initiatives of politicians and public persons have rarely appeared on issues of energy 

efficiency and environmental friendliness. One can look at it from a perspective of modern 

semiotics. 

Concepts such as "environmentally friendly", "energy efficiency", "energy saving" and 

"economy" have a similar value. However, fields such as wind power generation, consumption 

of petroleum products, electric vehicles etc., are not interrelated technically. It is rhetoric about 

protecting the environment, prevention of environmental disasters, fight for clean air applied by 

various lobbyist groups that influences decision-making by consumers and government agencies. 

In addition, judgments of reasons responsible for failure of the country in the field of energy 
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efficiency indicate rather that a demand has appeared for products with characteristics of 

"green", "energy-efficient" than a real problem of unreadiness of society to be "green-friendly". 

Two cases here about i.e. development of electric vehicles and air conditioning systems 

which directly reflect trends post-carbon society can illustrate these conspectus. In these fields, 

in fact, unrelated to each other, decisions of individuals, community groups, public authorities 

are taken under an influence of pressure groups who use rhetoric about environmental, energy 

efficiency to strengthen their position while in fact far from such considerations as real economy 

and protection of nature. 

The first case is a situation with electric vehicles in Russia. Among the reasons for failure 

of the project "Yo-mobil" in comparison with the successful project "Tesla" one can say 

engaging of not enough skilled personnel, use of a wrong plant, applying of not-suitable 

innovations, lack of refueling infrastructure, etc. Despite variable including purely technical 

problems, there is a defining reason for this state of affairs: "wrong consumer segment 

(orientation to customers from economy class, not from business class)" [Demidov, 2014:47]. 

Electric car "Tesla" was originally conceived as a fashionable, advanced gadget, and its sales in 

Russia in 2014 reached 90 pc. In the case of "Yo-mobile", the project has shown to be ineffective 

since the beginning, with investment from the state, perhaps, the project would be continued, but 

investment losses would have been even greater. 

Characteristics of eco-friendly, energy efficiency in case of an electric vehicle are 

primarily attributes of a gadget that define its prestige and price (for example, availability of air 

conditioning, power steering, electric window lift, when these accessories has been appeared). 

Accordingly, it is ability to position the electric vehicle as an eco-friendly and energy-efficient 

that significantly increases its price, it has no real relationship to savings of money. At the same 

time an image of eco-friendly and energy-efficient vehicle is created by the manufacturing 

company to promote the project. On the basis of semiotic signs, according to the sociological 

concept of J. Baudrillard, in the consumer society a process of simulation increases. 

The second case is addressed to an analysis of an advertisement related to an air 

conditioning system VRV Daikin, which leads to similar conclusions. Modern advertisements 

often use positioning of a product as a eco-friendly and energy efficient product. Thus, the CEO 

of a company that produces air-conditioning systems - this, in his opinion, eco-friendly products, 

argued the quality of the products like this: "These climate solutions provide significant cost 

savings for our customers... Fully integrated management tools are also a significant advantage 

in monitoring of energy consumption" [VRV Daikiné, 2013: 1]. 
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In both case studies a logic semantic connective is given to a potential buyer: 

"Environmentally friendly products" - "monitoring (control, decrease) in power consumption" - 

"cost savings". More expensive products promoted with use of such epithets as "ecology", 

"energy efficiency", "economy" can compete successfully in the market in comparison with 

cheaper products. Signs of eco-friendliness and economical become decisive in assessing by 

consumers of such sensible matter, as quality of a product. It is proved that the product is worth a 

much larger sum to be paid by a consumer in comparison to the similar product that does not 

have such signs. 

Conclusion. A current state of society is linked to climate change, due to conversion of 

various types of energy and hydrocarbons. Natural changes are closely intertwined with social 

changes, especially in respect to processes of adaptation and mobility. Therefore, the boundaries 

of postcarbon sociology can be expanded, including solving of urgent social problems. These 

tasks are include urban planning, infrastructure development, public insurance, public safety, 

improving of corporate and marketing strategies, development of social capital and formation of 

behavioral attitudes.  

Move to post-carbon society means a move to a society, which reduce consumption of 

hydrocarbons through use of energy-saving technologies. Pressure groups use rhetoric and 

semiotics of postcarbon society to strengthen their influence and impact on consumerôs 

decisions. 
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The Predictive Models and Russian Social  

and Ecological Practices 

 
Natalia V. Kuznetsova, Moscow 

                                                      Marina V.  Rybakova,  Moscow 

 

Abstract. In this paper we analyze the predictive ecological models developed by 

domestic and foreign researchers, we also focus on the problem of ecological conflict resolution. 

The modern Russian ecological practices are analyzed, the examples of successful formation of 

these practices as well as the prospects of their application in ecologistsô practical activities are 

considered. 

 

Keywords: predictive models; ecological sphere; Russian ecological practices; 

ecological conflicts; ecological risk 

 

On the threshold of the third millennium the global contradictions inherent in the modern 

world became especially visible. The deepening ecological crisis requires the formation of a new 

activity - the creation of prediction models in the ecological sphere.  

It is no coincidence that politicians, military personnel, mathematicians, economists today 

refer to the theoretical issues on security in general and to prediction of ecological situation in 

particular. As practical experience shows, there are compelling reasons why they do it. 

The Club of Rome, an organization that brings together more than 100 experts from 57 

countries, is known for its predictive scenarios that identify prospects of the development of the 

world civilization. Let us examine two key issues. 

The population explosion and ecological threat lead to a serious problem of an energy 

shortage: oil prices will rise by at least 50%, energy costs for exploration and production outside 

the Middle East will exceed the amount of energy derived from the oil. It means that the oil-

producing countries will have a trump card in a dispute with the industrial states. The Persian 

Gulf conflicts are evidence of exacerbation of relations over energy resources. This is the first 

problem. 

The second problem is that the global economy will be regulated by energy, not by 

monetary values. The main consequences visible today, that logically follow from this 

contradiction, are: the process of natural termination of struggle for self-preservation and the fact 

that states enter upon the path of uncompromising struggle for non-renewable natural resources. 

It is equally obvious that Russia, which has large oil and gas reserves in Siberia, will be at the 

forefront of the future çredivisionè of the world. After the global warming, predicted by the 

members of The Club of Rome, Russia, as the çbreadbasket of the worldè, will become more 

attractive to the powerful foreign countries in terms of intervention. 
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We note that Russian scientistsô studies carried out under the leadership of Academician 

N.Moiseev also showed that the global nuclear conflict will lead to the changes in human 

environment, including the biosphere. A computer-based atlas of climatic resources of a number 

of countries has shown that it will be possible to provide a high level of human survival under 

nuclear conflict conditions in the "white zones" countries and in the countries with favorable 

climate (Asia-Pacific Coast of the US, some parts of Europe, a large part of China) due to 

climatic parameters. According to the experts, çwhite zonesè conducive to the rapid purification 

of the affected area due to the physical characteristics of the climatic environment. It is obvious 

that in local conflicts, that involve the use of tactical nuclear weapons, a climatic factor can be 

essential for military operations.  

Ecological conflict is one of the most common types of conflicts. The main feature of an 

ecological conflict is a matter of this conflict, which can be viewed as the impact on the nature. 

Among the most well-known environmental conflicts are disputes concerning the future of the 

existing nuclear power plants and construction of new plants, the admissibility of genetic 

engineering, the disposal of radioactive wastes, and possession of important resources including, 

besides oil and gas, water. 

A statement of the existence of ecological conflict prompts the need for a specific legal 

intervention of stakeholders (state structures, society, citizens' groups, ecological organizations). 

A legal method involves: a) a determining the object of protection; b) an establishment of 

measures of legal liability for ecological violations and compensation for environmental damage; 

ʩ) a determination of measures and means of implementing ecological control. 

For a number of reasons the problems of prediction of ecological risks had not been 

represented until the mid-70s in the foreign literature and until the mid-80s in the Russian 

science. In American literature the term çriskè in its narrow sense involves the possibility of 

significant financial losses for multinational corporations and investors as a result of the impact 

of unfavorable political factors (putsches, revolutions, etc.) in the countries that are open for 

investments [Kuznetsova, 2014: 108] .             

 The çriskè is the basic concept of economics, politics, ecology and other fields, that use 

also such concept as an çecological securityè. Such concepts as çacceptable riskè, çmarket riskè, 

çecological riskè are especially popular today. The similar concepts ï çecological protectionè, 

çecological securityè, çecological monitoringè, çnatural resources protection and conservationè 

are used in a number of the legal acts of the Russian Federation today.  

 In fact, in politics, economics, ecology there is often a conscious risk (forecasting) when 

the expected benefits (the expected results), the appropriate price that should be paid for 
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achievement of these results are calculated. A disregard for the ecological risks is one of the 

causes of ecological conflicts in Russia and in the world.  

The ecological systems modeling process includes two stages. The first stage involves the 

ecological risk assessment, the analysis of the causes of its emergence. The second stage 

involves the risk management that includes the analysis of the risk situation and the development 

of the best options to resolve this situation.  

On this matter let us turn to the work of Russian scientists, like V. A. Koptyuga, V. M.  

Matrosov, V. K. Levashov, Y. G. Yudin. In their book çSustainable development of civilization 

and the place of Russiaè [Koptyuga V.A., 1997] they describe the system model of Russian 

national strategy building. The new model of development, according to the authors, is to 

alleviate the problem of parity violation in the Russian-West economic relations. The model 

implies to refocus on social criteria, to assess any changes in the economy, taking into account 

social and environmental impacts of these changes for the Russian society. The model represents 

the socially acceptable system of goals, recourses, methods for solving perspective and current 

tasks including forecasting in the ecological field.  

The experts identify two approaches to the problem of ecological risks reducing and 

ecological safety.  

The first and the most common approach suggests fighting with the consequences of the 

ecological risk, but not with the causes of its emergence. This activity is necessary, but it doesnôt 

eliminate the source the ecological systems instability. 

The second approach that is being developed nowadays suggests analyzing and 

eliminating of causes of ecological risk. This approach is based on the international 

environmental law and ecological education. 

An important basis for cooperation between states in the field of ecological protection is 

the international legal regulation. The objects of international ecological law are: Antarctica, 

outer space, the World Ocean, rivers etc. Russia's active participation in the international law 

enforcement cooperation is an integral part of the Russian ecological policy. Russia is actively 

involved in the implementation of the implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity, 

the Convention on Climate Change, whose objective is to prevent dangerous anthropogenic 

interference with the climate system.  

It is necessary to improve the systems of local (object), regional (domestic) and interstate 

ecological monitoring. One of the examples of the ecological monitoring systems is the Unified 

State Environmental Monitoring System (USEMS) in the Russian Federation that provides 

gathering, systematization and analysis of information on the state of the environment and 
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provides government agencies with the information necessary for the elaboration of ecological 

maps, for modeling and forecasting of ecological situations in different areas and regions of 

Russia and for map-making.  

The overcoming of the ecological crisis through technical and legal means is not enough, 

in our opinion. Of particular relevance are studies of motivation of politicians and the 

representatives of the administrative structures to accept or reject an ecological decision. These 

issues become more serious in the analysis and diagnosis of the causes of emergence of different 

disasters (radiation, technological, military) and elimination of consequences of such disasters. 

Thereby it is necessary to develop the new interdisciplinary science ï the ecological psychology. 

Social environmental practices as the sustainable, interrelated and mutually oriented role 

behavior of individuals, organizations and groups have both individual and collective nature. The 

collective action in the social ecological practices can be carried out through the mobilization of 

different resources (in this case resources include the social institutions, various types of social 

organizations, movements and parties, but not the individual actors) [Rybakova, 2006: 62 ]. 

The ecological movements are the glaring example of the social ecological practices. 

Ecological non-governmental organizations are formed at the regional level. For example, there 

are such ecological movements as çHelp ourselvesè (the Volga Region), çThe Rostov 

antinuclear movementè (the Rostov Region), Tatarstan youth environmental movement (the 

Republic of Tatarstan), çAssociation of green Kareliaè (Karelia), çThe Baikal Ecological Waveè 

(the Irkutsk Region), çEcodefenceè (the Kaliningrad Oblast), and many others. 

There are also the ecological organizations that specialize in the specific forms of 

ecological practices, such as the development of nature conservation, the ecological 

management, ecological assessment and assistance in the resolving of socio-ecological conflicts, 

for example, the Wildlife Conservation Center, the Centre for Ecological Policy, the "Ecoline" 

and others. The activity aimed to the rebirth of nature exists in a complex with ecologically 

friendly production, works and services directed at the restoration of biological resources.  

The system of ecological management and state regulation has already proved its 

efficiency in practice in many countries. The ecological management is the purposeful system 

that combines scientific-technological, administrative and moral-cultural components. The 

ecological management techniques make it possible to link the reduction of waste and pollution 

with ecological and other benefits of companies and enterprises. The çclean productionè, i.e. the 

aspiration of employees to work in the way to avoid or minimize harm to nature, - is the 

indicator of the social ecological practice, that is implemented by ecological management. The 

çgreen taxesè are especially widely used in the foreign countries [Rybakova, 2006: 179 ]. 
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One of the types of the ecological business that represents collective ecological practices 

in Russia is ecotourism. The ecotourism contributes to the stimulation of the social-ecological 

development of the regions, biosphere reserves, the establishment of national parks, national 

monuments of nature, recreation areas.  

In the Arctic region in 1993 there was inaugurated the Great Arctic Reserve that covers an 

area of area of 4,169,222 hectares (the area of 33 national parks in Russia is 731 376 hectares). 

The processes of preservation and development of national culture, social control over the 

territory, provided by the rural population, are also included in the ecological practices. Thereby 

ecological settlements can be considered as examples of lifestyle changes for the purpose of 

solving ecological problems through personal practice [Rybakova, 2012: 151 ]. The ecological 

practice of the settlement "Kitezh" includes not only the spiritual perfection of its members, but 

also garbage collection, farming without the use of chemical fertilizers and also upbringing and 

socialization of the children deprived of parental care. Foster families, besides solving many 

problems, also inculcate in children the responsible and caring attitude towards nature. 

Some ecological settlements are organized by the authorities, like the settlements in the 

Vologda region. For example, there is the ecological settlement "Atshi" that is situated in the 

village of the Sayran Maikop district, within 20 km from the Caucasian Biosphere Reserve 

included in the UNESCO World Heritage List. The ecological settlements create an alternative 

social reality that promotes ecological modernization of society. 

The development of the ecologically correct system of state and municipal 

administration, as well as building an environmentally friendly economy, may become not only 

the part of the Russian social ecological practices, but also the focus of the geopolitical doctrine 

of the majority of civilized states. 
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Correlation of such problems as: national security, modernization and traditional nature, 

is actual for scientific analysis of the phenomena of formation and construction of new ethic, 

confessional, national and civil identity in mass and sectional conscience as well as in the public 

politics, which is attributive for many transitive polyethnic societies in the era of globalization.  

There are attempts being taken within the sociological comprehension of ñglobal 

transitionò to consider two world development trends: integration and globalization on the one 

hand, and disintegration, fragmentation and isolation of detached parts and regions ï on the other 

one. B.R. Barber in the beginning of 1990 ïs was one of the first to have noticed the 

simultaneous existence of these two trends. He claimed the collision of the local ñjihadò with the 

globalizing world. (ñJihad vs. McWorldò). Universal patterns of the McWorld are being spread 

everywhere along with the ñjihadò world, world fragmentation, separatist movements, ethnic and 

confessional conflicts that threaten the national and regional security. J.Rosenau has even offered 

a special term ñfragmengrativityò as a description of fragmentation and integration taking place 

alongside. ñGlokalisationò, invented by R.Robertson (1995) is similarly formed. It reflects the 

processes of globalization and localization, particular regionsô isolation and relative autonomy of 

local cultures those take place simultaneously.  

An extreme form of presentation of ethnic and religious identityôs -glokalisation - threats 

was proposed in the Samuel Huntingtonôs concept on ethno-cultural differences. They allegedly 

certainly have value of intercivilizational confrontation as far as "politics and economics wonôt 

remain the major sources of conflicts in the emerging world. The most important borders to 

divide the human society will be determined by culture. The most significant conflicts ... will 

occur between nations and groups belonging to different civilizations ... "(cultural communities 

of the highest rank, defined by such features as language, history, religion, customs, institutions, 

self-identification). They see the most important distinction between cultures and civilizations in 
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religion. Emphasis was placed on the following trends that emerged in the context of 

globalization: 1) economic modernization and social changes seen throughout the world "blur" 

the traditional identification of people with a place of residence, state; religion comes to replace 

that, often in the form of fundamentalist movements; 2) There is a process of returning to "own 

roots" taking place among non-Western civilizations. Cultural differences were given not only 

social but also a political sense. Modern societies are characterized by a high degree of focus on 

social mobility, development of professional stratification based on the achieved status. 

Meanwhile, traditional societies are determined by the stability of their structure, hierarchy, 

based not on the achievements, but on social classes or castes, prescribed status, resulting in 

social relations at the base of family, clan, and community. Partly, this is obvious. 

However, it seems that the actual rigidity of preconceived stereotypes and ethnic 

prejudices, sounds in the following proposition: "In Islamic, Confucian, Japanese, Hindu, 

Buddhist and Orthodox cultures such western ideas as individualism, liberalism, 

constitutionalism, human rights, equality in freedom, the rule of law, democracy, free markets, 

separation of church and state have almost no response." [Huntington, 1994].  

Thereôs no surprise that the Euro-Atlantic Americanocentrism of Samuel Huntingtonôs 

concept has been criticized not only in Russia but also in the West, as modern sociology is based 

on the recognition that traditions arenôt only inherited, but also are subject to changes. Tradition 

and modernity are not mutually exclusive. In every society there are cultural traditions and 

innovations in culture, and modern society can be represented not only by Western countries (as 

it is in Japan, Turkey, Taiwan, Singapore, Hong Kong). In addition, modern science notes also 

the negative effects of modernization, which canôt be called the benefit for mankind  (increase in 

environmental disasters, man-made catastrophes, excessive individualization and social 

traumas). All this contributes to the new images of the social movements of "green" and "anti-

globalization", which are structured transnationally, above the cultural, ethnic, religious and 

socio-stratified borders. The idea of a social movement in modern sociology is forced to reckon 

with the fact that its members are not only influenced by the situation, but also produce the latest. 

They are defined by both their cultural orientation and social conflicts, which they are included 

in. Letôs recall that the religious, ethnic, cultural and civilizational differences, as opposed to the 

concept of Huntington, did not become an obstacle to the creation of a broad international 

coalition against terrorism, and most of the Middle Eastern Islamic societies didnôt express their 

solidarity in the conflict with the Taliban in Afghanistan and Saddam Hussein's regime in Iraq. 

Recognition of the cultural specificity isnôt understood by Russian sociologists as an 

insurmountable barrier and is not considered as a cause of the "clash of civilizations". We canôt 
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regard the emotional appeals of the ideologists of the "quasi-liberal multiculturalism" those 

appear as the leaders of national movements, calling for the counting of cultural damage and the 

revival of the lost religious traditions as a confirmation of Huntingtonôs theory.  

A radical change of the dominant ideology, accelerated by socio-political and economic 

transformation, at first, were followed by the deterioration of social status, increase in social 

deprivation, maladjustment and social phobias. That period has seen a growth in appeal to 

cultural traditions and religion. This increase in traction to ethno-cultural and religious identity 

has become a kind of means of social support for some time, a form of resolution of socio-

psychological tension, individual and social group of frustration. 

However, a comparative analysis of the results of sociological research in Tuva, Yakutia, 

in the North Caucasus, in Moscow, and in a number of other Russian regions showed that the 

surge of interest in the cultural and religious traditions of archaic, seen in early 90s, has not led 

to the expansion of the social base of support for radical forces calling for socio-political 

disintegration, separation, religious strife, ethnic segregation. 

Russian ethnosociologists (a research project under the direction of L.M.Drobizheva) 

measured socio-cultural distance by the degree of similarity or identity ("alienation" as defined 

L. von Wiese) of the ethnic culture between the titular nations and the Russian living in the 

Republic. It was also determined and based on the extraction of valuable ideological orientations 

at macro level, regarding social relations in the whole country: the formation of a civil society 

based on the values of social partnership, pluralism of opinions or, on the contrary, a return to 

tradition. At the meso- level ï the attitude towards the group values was identified: to 

sovereignty, ethno-cultural domination or cultural pluralism, as well as to symbolical ethnic 

values ï to the national (mother) language, evaluation of the past, focus on the past ï future and 

east ï west system. According to the study, it was found that the socio-cultural distance at the 

macro level was statistically insignificant between the titular inhabitants and Russians, and 

between people living in different regions (with the exception of North Ossetia). However, in all 

the republics the values of civil society were higher among Russians, and they noted the "focus 

on the future" in the self-assessment more often.  

Measurement of contingency of cultural distance with the regulatory culture leads to the 

identification of communities/ethno-confessional groups with customsô dominance and 

modernization-oriented societies. Results of research in different Russian regions with mixed 

ethnic cultures (Russian, Yakut, Tatar, Tuvin, Ossetian), mixed faiths (Orthodox Christians, 

Muslims, Buddhist) has shown rather high degree of ethnic consistency regarding such values as 

family, education, wealth. These universal values are priority to the peoples of Russia. In 
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contrast to Huntingtonôs pattern, educational values as the major source of modernization 

appeared to be surprisingly consistent among the representatives of the cultures, considered more 

traditionalistic (Muslim, Buddhists) and Christian culture peoples, living in the same conditions 

(urban-rural).  

In Tatarstan a complete correspondence between titular inhabitants and Russians in 

regard of importance of education has been shown. This has also been shown in Northern 

Ossetia between Ossetians and Russians. Cultural distance between the universal values of 

Russians and Yakut in Saha-Yakutia is similarly short. Tuvinians has shown less importance of 

wealth values but higher ï of education. We should notice that the intense ethno-cultural changes 

take place not only in towns and cities, but also in the countryside, usually considered to be a 

stronghold of traditionalism. Titular inhabitants of Russian republics ï Tatars, Yakuts, 

Tuvinians, Ossetians, - those live in the countryside, has shown a higher orientation towards 

education, which is typical for modernizing cultures.  

Another differentiating cultural and religious value-marker of confessional identification 

seems to be gaining momentum. According to the ethnosociological research, more than 66% of 

dwellers claimed their religious adherence, and in the countryside this indicator is still higher. At 

the same time, the religion adherence among Russians is higher in the republics whose titular 

inhabitants are more religious ï that shows that the religious identity for Russians is particularly 

important, most significant and increasingly important factor in ethnic identification.  

The high degree of religiosity is observed in geographic areas of armed ethnic 

confrontation and ethno-political conflicts. This happens probably because where there is no 

confidence in the safety, so, the role of the compensatory function of the religious worldview 

increases. Letôs recall that Marx wrote in "The German Ideology": óReligion ï is the opium of 

the people .. .ô Marx didnôt put a period after this catch phrase of ideological campaign posters of 

the Soviet era. But, in the author's version, this is followed by the words, óéthe sigh of the 

oppressed creature, the heart of a heartless world.ô 

If the conflicting parties comprise mainly not only different ethnic groups, but are the 

representatives of different churches, then, ethnic and religious slogans are politicized and 

become a means of ethno-political mobilization. 

At the same time, an intra-sectarian archaic actualizes, as it happened in Chechnya, that 

determined withdrawal of radical groups of Chechen society from the traditional for Russian 

Muslims Islam of Hanafi wing; the spread of Wahhabism has occurred, along with revitalization 

of rituals typical of medieval Sufi dervish orders. Currently, in Western Ukraine capture of 
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Orthodox churches of the Moscow Patriarchate takes place, and not only by the Uniates, but also 

by the adepts of the self-proclaimed Orthodox Patriarchate of Kiev. 

In the era of globalization manifestation of the need to value the symbolic rise of ethnic 

and religious identity is paradoxical. Public presentation of demonstrative commitment to 

religious confessional attributes, such as wearing the hijab in public, at non-religious institutions, 

is not accidental. This is a means of radical auto-segregation group positioning; it creates 

additional barriers of communication in a multicultural environment. As a consequence, there is 

a feedback when sociologists record not just the growth of negative ethnic stereotypes in relation 

to a particular group, but also extrapolation of them to all members of this denomination. 

In social behavior, guidelines on acceptable and unacceptable intrusion into the sacred 

relatively autonomous social and cultural space have changed dramatically.  

Politicization of private protests, such as the scandalous show group "PUSSY RIOT" in 

the main cathedral of Christ the Savior Cathedral in Moscow, was condemned as unacceptable 

social behavior by the majority of Russians, both Orthodox and members of other religious 

communities, and atheists. Without a doubt, such an intrusion into the space of sacredness is not 

only illegal, but also immoral, antisocial. Even in the twentieth century - a period of aggressive 

atheism - there were certain unwritten norms and rules of behavior in the symbolic temple space 

that were adhered to as by non-believers as by people of other faiths. 

Hardly reasonable are the claims to the ROC / Russian Orthodox Church: they say, the 

Orthodox hierarchs have gained too much political weight. For quite representative and 

authoritative research of Levada - Center sociologists, this kind of political role have been 

recognized as an important by no more than a quarter of Russian respondents. In contrast, 63% 

of respondents believe that the church does not play such an important political role. Some 

public assessments and judgments on this issue are premature and speculative. 

What was the response of of Russian citizens to the tragic events in Paris? According to a 

representative public opinion poll, Russians in general condemn the attack on the editorial board 

of çCharlie Hebdoè. However, 68% of respondents made a statement that the publication of 

caricatures is unacceptable in principle; 59% of respondents consider the publishing of 

"provocative" caricatures on prophet Mohammed as an insult of religious feelings. Some of 

respondents (19%) believed that those events to be the consequence of ineffective actions of the 

French authorities against the spread of "Islamic fanaticism", and 16% of respondents blame the 

authorities in too much liberal migration policies, which led to terrorist act.  Only 12% of 

Russian citizens are confident that journalists have the right to publish such anti-religious 

caricatures. However, 26% agree with the point of view that, refusing to publish such 
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caricatures, mass - media comes in the wake of  terrorists (Levada - Center, January 2015, N = 

1600). 

The inadequacy of the politics invasion in autonomous temple sacred space is the result 

of excessive politicization of ethnicity and religious identity. Therefore, the awareness of the 

importance of the search of symbols of órelative alterityô through the prism of ethnic and 

religious identity is increasing, along with preservation of elements of traditional rites, 

popularizing of folk forms in national culture. 

An encouraging fact is that ethnic and cultural features that are defined by religious 

affiliation of Russians, are mostly updated in festive culture, in rituals, norms of household 

behavior; and they are mostly manifested not in the public, but in the private sphere of the 

family, personal life. They more distinguish than separate the ethnic groups. However, in social 

practices, according to the known definition of E. Shils, the scale of cultural distance does not 

define the components of culture as such, but those elements of culture and behavior, which are 

given a certain symbolizing and ethnic integration value ("traditions are formed not by 

themselves; they are created or amended by people"). Many reformed communities are facing 

again and again the arising question: what should determine the cross-cultural differences -   

situations of social inequality, ethnocratic traditionalism or values of integrated multicultural 

model of modernization? 

New challenges for democratic social reforming are created by traditionalist  barriers of 

"ethno-glocalization" and glocal ways of confessional response to fundamentally different 

situations of social inequality. For preventive recognition of threats from local radical ethno-

religious groups, speculative efforts of political scientists and social philosophers are 

insufficient. For the profound study and problem solving of formation not conflict, but stable 

multi-level, mutually complementary social positively national (civil), ethno-cultural, religious 

identity is required in order to consolidate the efforts of the scientific community of sociologists, 

political scientists, psychologists, social philosophers 

 Interdisciplinary integration, the exchange of results of scientific research on the 

specifics of the social construction of a positive strategy for the formation of national identity is 

needed. This requires a much higher level of institutional and organizational interaction with 

academic science and social structures of the state administration, on the one hand. On the other 

hand, in the interests of national and regional security of post-socialist community, international 

scientific communication and cooperation should be fostered. 

The situation of inter-ethnic peace and interfaith harmony, as itôs known, causes 

widespread in society views about ethnic differences as the faces of multi-color and beautiful in 
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their entirety cultural mosaic. With increasing ethno-phobia the construction of ethno-cultural 

differences in the rank of hard insurmountable front of symbolic boundaries in society the 

potential of modernization, democratization of society minimizes; also reduces the focus on 

achieving "unity in the ethnic and cultural diversity." However, it is such productive social 

partnership model that helps the achievement of a consensus on inter-ethnic relations, inter-

ethnic interaction positive strategy - integration based on the recognition of cultural differences; 

and the model should be sought. It appears social integration is a factor for regional and 

international, and domestic national security, where the condition is the achievement of social 

and political stability, based on inter-ethnic harmony and interfaith world in all spheres of 

multicultural, poly-confessional civil communities. 
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Abstract. Developing his doctrine on ethnic interrelationships Lev N. Gumilev pays a 

considerable attention to ethnos, its differences from race and community. Defining ethnos as a 

system integrity, he points out that ethnic interrelationships by no means should be based on 

hatred despite their being somehow based on opposition according to the principle we vs they. 

 

Keywords: ethnos; ethnic interrelationships; community; human being; we; they 

 

Accusing Lev N. Gumilev of identifying the concepts ethnos and race some of his critics 

sought to prove that he would rather consider ethnos as species, breed primarily due to 

biological ascertainings of these terms. Meanwhile, defining similarity as the basis for forming a 

race, the thinker herewith pointed to diversity of people composing ethnos. He was deeply 

convinced that a birth of an ethnos would always include at least two components. Crossbreeding 

different ethnoses would more frequently give birth to a new ethnic form than would lead to a 

degeneration of an old one. Perceiving the division of an ethnos into families and tribes as some 

sort of a skeleton for growing muscles required to fight negative effects of the environment, Lev 

N. Gumilev was far from explaining this division as an indispensible and needed condition for 

making an ethnos. From his point of view it would not necessarily lead to show-up of some form 

of unity prior to generation the ethnos itself and should not be considered as a primary phase of 

its forming though in ancient times tribe system existed ubiquitously. And it is clear that families 

and tribes as inner-ethnic units played rather positive role of supporting and preserving ethnic 

unity. In this connection Gumilev opposes ethnos to community. 

To get united into an ethnos despite to get united into a community, from his point of 

view, is impossible. One can or cannot belong to an ethnos and this is perceived by a human 

being and by the neighbors as an indisputable fact demanding neither serious proofs nor 

justifications. Thus an incorporation of strangers is possible but just within certain proportions 

excesses of which may decompose ethnos. According to Gumilev, each human being represents 

simultaneously his nation (which he suggested to call ethnos to avoid terminological confusion) 

as well as community. These concepts, in his perception, denoting the same group exist on 

different planes, interpreting them depends on a certain viewpoint and thus they are not to be 

thoroughly compared. And if concept ethnos, from his point of view, is more favorable for 

denoting a community which the mankind may be divided into then concepts the people and 

nation are not always good for it.  
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Radically denying an ethnosôs having some universal external peculiar feature Lev N. 

Gumilev defines it as system integrity. He regretted to point out to the evidence of insufficiently 

elaborated systematization principles in the sphere of ethnical theory, he nevertheless found out 

some attempts to enter systematic method into various fields of research. On the basis of this 

experience the thinker understood the system as a group of its constituents where the elements 

themselves (things or fragments as parts of the whole, events and facts of peopleôs biographies, 

etc.) are far less significant than constantly appearing connections among them. That is why he 

criticized those ethnologists who considered an ethnos to be a system but primarily of people and 

not the connections between them. The special type of connection in ethnos establishing a 

system which Lev N. Gumilev characterized as required indicator of defining ethnic identity is 

the opposition to the principle we vs they for ethnos is always a group of people somehow who 

single out themselves among the number of other groups. It is precisely the most universal 

feature of the form for Homo sapiens speciesô local being. Each member of the ethnic integrity 

stands out together with the ethnos among all others not in thoughts, but in senses. And while 

this ethnocentrism mastered by the members of the ethnos in reflection is preserved the ethnos 

will exist. The thinker finds out the ours vs theirs opposition in various countries, in all epochs 

while a human being still stays a human being. Each, he emphasized, has been organically linked 

to the ethnos since birthday and that is why cannot, on the one hand, belong to several ethnoses 

simultaneously, on the other hand, as well as belong to neither of them.  

Together with this, one should not forget that Lev N. Gumilev repeatedly pointed out that 

ethnic oppositions, by no means, should be based on hatred. Active against any means of stirring 

inter-ethnic hatred, he warned about banning perceptions when the we vs they oppositions are 

given nothing but a negative meaning. In this case there is formed an image of an enemy, 

endowed with a wide list of negative traits. One should not bring ethnic differences to absurd 

saying that we vs they is related as people vs non-people. Ethnoses must not quarrel, not to be 

enemies but interchange their different values. 

Only in this case the contradictions providing the ethnoses their original living may be 

fruitful and this cannot be possible without good-neighborhood living and mutual respect. óIt is 

terrible when one ethnos subdues another and starts suiting their own endsô, writes Gumilev. ó... 

One shall not seek to make all people similar to oneself, one shall learn to live with them in 

harmony taking the balance of interests into consideration... and thus develop friendship between 

nations ï this is the best among what has been created in this field for all the thousand ages of 

humankindôs existenceô[Gumilev, 2002:197]. However, the perception of the other, by the 

thinkerôs deep conviction, is an obligatory and indispensible fact of mutual differences as well as 
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ethnosesô interrelationships, a positive realization of which is possible only on the basis of the 

true patriotism. 

In his numerous works Lev N. Gumilev used to repeat that patriotism would help to 

establish positive relationships with all people, i.ʝ. is positive, without allowing to use patriotic 

ideas against anybody. In doing so, he used to warn that a powerful force may give people not 

just the good but the bad in the sense that it is capable enough to express itself in a negative form 

of hatred towards all the others as well. In this case ethnic interrelationships may show up in the 

form of racism, anti-Semitism, chauvinism as well, widely and comprehensively represented in 

the anti-systems. But in the process Gumilev points out that negative anti-systematic perception 

of the world as an unnatural phenomenon cannot spread over on rather big number of people. 

Anti-system is always less than a positive system in and by which it lives. 
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Abstract. The purpose of this research is to analyze the reaction of Russian preschools 

teachers for new federal state educational standards. The study is based on the results of content 

analysis of internet editions specialized on the programs of preliminary education which were 

elaborated by teachers of preschools from all parts of Russia. The analysis allowed to identify 

the main trends, challenges and innovations in Russian pre-school education harmonized with 

traditional methods. Summary of this study shows the readiness and high level of capability and 

proper activity of pedagogical community in generating  new ways of pre-school education and 

developing  the traditional methods. 

 

           Keywords: preliminary school; federal state educational standards; educational activity; 
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          This content-analytical study was carried out in the framework of the research project 

"Current processes in the Russian pre-school education." The purpose of research - to identify 

the major trends, challenges and innovations in modern Russian preschool education. We 

formulated the following research objectives: 

Å clarify the distribution of the interests of workers of preschool education in various 

subject areas; 

Å Find out what the problems in connection with the introduction of the new FSES 

(federal state educational standards) in the area of preschool education workers formulate 

preschools; 

          Å Find out what new forms and methods of offering employees preschools. 

         As an empirical source was selected all-Russian online magazine "Doshkolnik.RF" for 

July, August, September and October 2014. This time period with a solid theoretical sampling 

has provided a sufficient number of publications for the analysis (232 publications, authors are 

current preschools employees). How to formulate the editors of the magazine - is electronic 

magazine for teachers and parents. For the purposes of this study, this publication is suitable for 

the following reasons: 

Å all the authors of this publication are current preschools employees. Print materials are selected, 

edited from the site where their publications can send anyone a writer. Thus except for author's 

name always must indicate his position and kind of preschool, where he works. Therefore, we 

can confidently assert that the analysis of selected publications authored by employees is acting 

Dow. Such publications (indicating position) in the Journal of almost 100% .(Except for units). 
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Å geography authors (town or village shall also virtually 100% of cases), covers the entire 

territory of Russia, except the Far East, Chukotka, Kamchatka and Sakhalin (north, middle and 

south of the European part of Russia, Ural, Komi, Tatarstan, Mari El, Siberia, including Khanty-

Mansiysk and Yamalo-Nenets Autonomous District, the Republic of Sakha Yakutia), as well as 

former Soviet republics - Kazakhstan and Moldova. 

Å purpose of all publications (except poems and memories of some  personal life) - exchange 

their experience with preschoolers. 

           As a method of collecting information was selected manual quantitative and qualitative 

content analysis, which allowed more deeply and carefully analyze not only the quantitative 

characteristics, but also the content of the materials. Categories for the analysis highlighted the 

following: data on the author, type of publication (abstract class or script, holiday, leisure, 

entertainment, production and analysis of the problem with recommendations based on personal 

experience, description of the project or technique), the subject area Publication (cognitive 

activity, moral and patriotic education, environmental education, communication and 

socialization, language skills and speech therapy, health and sports, artistic and aesthetic 

education - music, literature, art, psychology, traffic rules - rules of the road), the content of the 

material ( goals and objectives of the teacher in a specific activity, the forms and methods of 

work with children and parents), focus of publications (at the board, parents on both). 

          We begin our analysis of the results of content analysis with the characteristics of the 

authors. The structure of the authors of the journal is as follows: teachers - 13% teachers of the 

first qualifying category - 49%, the second qualifying category teachers - 2.5%, senior tutor - 

2.5%, teachers of higher category - 8%, the teacher and speech therapist first qualifying category 

- 8%, the teacher-therapist of higher category - 2.5%, the teacher of additional education - 2.5%, 

the teacher-therapist first qualifying category - 1.5%, the musical director of the highest 

qualification category - 1.5%, musical director the first qualifying category - 5%, physical 

training instructor - 4%. Of these, 7.5% work in groups or correctional institutions or 

compensation. 

          By type of material publications as follows: notes (scenarios) activities, festivals and 

events - 54% materials, which put and analyzes any problem, described his own experience and 

recommendations - 25%, a description of the specific methodologies, projects - 21%. 

          By subject category in the first place is cognitive activity (27%). Then, the development of 

speech, speech therapy (18%), artistic and aesthetic education (17%), moral and patriotic 

education (16%), health and sports (16%), environmental education (9%), communication and 

socialization (6%) , traffic rules (3%). This gives a total of more than 100% since the 
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publications can be present several educational areas. It should be noted that almost half of the 

publications present this technique as the integration of educational areas in a single procedure, 

project or lesson. 

We now consider each submitted more educational areas. Let's start with knowledge. The 

cognitive activity as a new trend big enough attention is paid to the use of the experiment as a 

method of knowledge. According to the authors, experimentation - is an ideal means of 

formation of informative interest at children of preschool age. Experimenting like no other 

method corresponds to a particular age as a visual-efficient and visually-creative thinking in 

children. At preschool age, it is the leading, and in the first three years of life - virtually the only 

way of knowing. Experimental work is of interest to the study of nature, develops thinking 

(analysis, synthesis, classification, generalization), stimulates cognitive activity and curiosity, 

activates perception of educational material to familiarize with natural phenomena, the basics of 

mathematics. In addition, the experiment - an excellent method for forming the foundations of 

natural science and environmental concepts. 

There is a problem in pre-school education of cognitive interests, notes a number of 

authors. Previously, this has not been given much attention, it is now recognized as one of the 

leading motives of desire for learning and knowledge. FSES (federal state educational standards) 

determine new ways to work together teacher, the child and parent. Research activities offers 

great opportunities for joint activities of adults and children. So, for example, offers a form of 

joint activity of children and parents as information and creative projects, the purpose of which - 

scientific research cognitive development of children. In these projects integrates a number of 

areas: knowledge, socialization, communication. 

The development of speech and speech therapy - traditional and mandatory educational 

areas in preschool. However, a number of authors and offers in this area their methods and 

approaches. For example, the integration of educational area "fine art" and under "correctional 

work", the organization of sports and leisure speech (speech therapist and performed physical 

education instructor), teacher-speech therapist suggested an original technique of understanding 

speech in non-verbal children. Another teacher, a speech therapist proposed a method of 

formation of speech and cognitive activity of pupils of compensating focus groups. In the 

organization of remedial developmental process they used the principle of the concentric 

building material. 

     Dictionary work - an important link in the text. One of the authors proposed a method 

for the development of children's speech in the course of acquaintance with the works of KI 

Chukovsky. Literary works, says the author, enrich it shaped words and expressions. Also in this 
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form of the method is used as the word games. Brought to the parents. They had explained the 

importance of vocabulary work, methods of work with the words while reading. Wires and 

individual work in the form of counseling. 

      Teaching a child coherent speech - an essential condition for preparation for school. It 

proposed a method of learning connected speech, where the work was supplemented with fiction 

classes using plot pictures, folklore, finger games, technologies productive reading. To work also 

involved parents. 

      An interesting method of activation expressive and impressive speech at the senior 

preschool children for whom the Russian language is not (the children of migrants, the so-called 

children inofony). It solved the problem of socialization and overcome the language barrier with 

the help of productive creativity in terms of additional education. This unobtrusive immersion in 

a new language and social environment in the process of working with plastic materials. There is 

a spontaneous study of Russian spoken language during the course of the program "Paper 

Symphony". The methodology used by the activity and the student-centered approach. 

         Artistic and aesthetic education also remained aloof from the innovation and integration 

with other educational areas. For example, the organization of interactive mini-museum of 

wooden toys with the method of use of its exhibits not only promotes the artistic and aesthetic 

development of and attached to the folk traditions, but also cognitive activity, the development 

of creativity, research and experimentation with a toy. In the drawing in order to help children 

realize their creative potential are encouraged to use a variety of non-traditional painting 

techniques - monotype, spotografiya getting the picture using gouache-flour solution and others. 

         The dance classes music executives in addition to traditional purposes (learn rhythmically 

move to the music, etc.), and also put objectives such as the development and enrichment of 

musical and intellectual horizons and raise interest in different cultures and raise a sense of 

community with the peoples of the world ( after learning of the characteristic movements of 

dance), education of tolerance. At the same time a means of artistic and aesthetic education 

(poetry, painting, music) are used in other areas - for example, use them to expand and fixed 

ideas about natural phenomena as part of the aesthetic view of the world. 

         In general, the authors note the important role of arts in child development. Of particular 

importance is given to the integration of art and various kinds of artistic activities for children. 

This technology is based on the formation of artistic and creative abilities of children using core 

thematic content - game, nature, literature, artistic and manual skills and visual activity. The 

integration of different content in the upbringing and educational work is the visual-motor and 

visual-figurative method. Artistic and aesthetic education through the arts complex leads to the 
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formation of creativity, with the activity, independence and initiative in the application of the 

main methods of work to the new content, finding new ways to achieve the objectives. 

         The problem of moral and patriotic education and care a significant part of the authors, 

although not at the top of the hierarchy of pedagogical interest. The authors note that now there 

is a rethinking of the nature of patriotic education. The idea of education of patriotism and 

citizenship becomes a task of national importance, therefore, it must be one of the main problems 

in preschool education. We need a modern and coherent concept of moral and patriotic 

education. One of the authors proposed the following system: 

ÅFamily; 

ÅKindergarten; 

ÅNative Street; 

Åhometown; 

ÅCountry, symbols, capital; 

Å rights, duties, constitution. 

         An important condition of moral and patriotic education - a close relationship with parents, 

interaction DOW (preschool educational institution) and family. At the heart of the work should 

be based on the following principles: 

ÅRegionalization; 

ÅAvailability (relative to the level of development of children); 

ÅContinuity (the formation of a stable interest); 

ÅIntegrity (integration of knowledge about morality and patriotism); 

ÅScientific; 

ÅSystem. 

         Classes and activities are encouraged to use media devices (presentations), movies, music. 

An interesting approach to the work in this area kindergarten teachers with ethno-cultural 

component. For example, the development of spiritual and moral qualities takes place on the 

basis of traditional Tatar culture (respect for the family, a healthy lifestyle, the formation of 

values and meanings of representations of the world). Children are introduced to the culture of 

the people, cuisine (the children are offered national dishes). During Nod, on the Day of 

Independence "My Tatarstan", the following tasks: 

ÅImproving the knowledge of the state symbols; 

ÅFormation of the aesthetic relation to the national symbols; 

ÅGeneralization and systematization of knowledge about homeland; 

ÅEducation of patriotic feelings - love, respect, respect for the native land. 
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         The religious aspect of moral and patriotic education (moral and ethical influence of 

Orthodoxy) was touched upon only in two publications. In one of them offered an outline of Nod 

on the topic "Russian saints. St. Sergius of Radonezh. " Among the objectives of training - build 

an understanding of mercy and diligence in their daily lives, striving to imitate the holy 

education in the virtues of mercy and obedience to parents, love for the people and God, to 

promote the development of attention for others, diligence and patience. 

         Health & Fitness enjoyed the same level of interest as the previous educational field. By 

the way, even these areas are integrated with each other, for example, in a holiday "Day of 

Defender of the Fatherland." Physical education preschoolers, the authors say, is not only the 

formation of motor skills through physical exercise, but the knowledge and experience of its own 

motor abilities and their place in the world. 

         Objectives of physical education should be addressed in conjunction with the objectives of 

the mental, moral, aesthetic and patriotic education - through the integration of educational areas. 

In this area, an important place is given to such a concept as a healthy lifestyle. A healthy 

lifestyle should be done not by individual measures, but by the system works. It is necessary to 

use the method of education of the person - his example education (parents and teachers). The 

provider must be an example of friendly to others, in appearance, in the absence of bad habits. 

The main factor influencing the health - it is the habits and behavior. Educational objectives - 

promoting safe for life and health behavior based on an initial idea of a healthy lifestyle. To do 

this: 

ÅEnsuring students informed that the rules of health savings; 

ÅInculcate the skills of conscious attitude to their own health and the health of others; 

ÅCreate a holistic view of your body; 

ÅRealize the value of their lives and the lives of others; 

ÅCreate a need for a healthy lifestyle; 

ÅInculcate habits of hygiene, to develop the ability to anticipate potential life-threatening 

consequences of their actions. 

         It should be the interaction of family and preschool (pre-school educational institutions). 

For example, a survey of parents conducted by one of the authors, showed that the level of 

knowledge and skills in the education of habits for a healthy lifestyle for most parents is low and 

the interest arises when he needs medical help. Therefore, the staff of preschool (pre-school 

educational institutions) should implement systematic diversified parent education, including 

assistance in the acquisition of practical skills and theoretical knowledge, as well as the 

dissemination of good family experience in the physical education of children. 
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         An interesting use of technology in the practice of project activities for the creation of a 

favorable space saving health in preschool (preschool educational institution). The basis of this 

technology - independent research, cognitive, play, creative, productive activity of children in 

which the child knows himself and the world, embodies the new knowledge into real products. It 

entails the development of individuality, autonomy, initiative, search activity, teamwork. 

Through the optimization of parent-child relationships in the project activity is the formation of a 

system of values, in particular with respect to healthy lifestyles. 

         One author tells about the experience of use in preschool (preschool educational institution) 

technology for saving health V.F.Bazirnogo. It helps solve the problem of poor health in the 

learning process. The technology involves the construction activities in the mode of moving 

objects and visual horizons. To fix the visual material used special sensory-didactic crosses. In 

various places in the playroom placed labels. Use hand-koordinatornyh simulator eight. Getting 

basic information in the classroom is through the visual analyzer. The result of the application of 

technology - increase efficiency, focus, activity, interest in knowledge, self-improvement, a 

beneficial effect on eyesight. 

         A significant challenge in the authors see equipment subject motor environment conducive 

to better health. The propulsion medium must wear developing character, be diverse, dynamic, 

transformable, multifunctional. But there is a problem in the purchase of game material and 

sports equipment. Available N, we have to do ourselves. Thus, some authors have shared their 

findings in the creation of non-standard equipment. 

         Environmental education - a relatively recent trend of educational and educational work in 

preschool. However, the authors consider it a very important direction and offered a lot of 

interesting ideas in the development of this educational field. They consider it necessary to 

establish a system of environmental education of preschoolers, aimed at becoming a scientific, 

educational, emotional, moral and practical-activity relationships to the environment, 

environmental education and safe behavior, as a basis for preserving the health of the child. 

So, in this line, one of the authors was designed ecological project "Be different nature." The 

purpose of the project - through the systematic, purposeful dialogue with the environment to lay 

the foundations of ecological culture. Project objectives: 

Å Create a phased system of ecological education of preschool children with drawing up long-

term plans to work with children and parents at each stage; 

Å Create a basic presentation and natural history of the concept of the living and inanimate 

nature; 

ÅNurture love and respect for all living things; 
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ÅTo engage in different activities on nature protection; 

ÅDevelop the skills of ecologically literate, moral behavior in nature; 

ÅTo ensure the continuity of environmental education in the preschool ï family; 

Å Develop aesthetic perception of nature. 

         To this end it is proposed to use the following forms and methods: practical exercises on 

the site, observing the work in the classroom, morning conversation, individual work with 

children, the days of creation, drawing on nature, familiarity with the works of art about the 

nature of the interaction with the family. 

         Another writer suggests the following approach to development issues. This ecological 

project "Ecology preschool yard." The purpose of the project - based on the design activity the 

formation of children and parents a sense of belonging to nature, humane treatment of the 

environment and the desire to take care of nature conservation. The author believes that the 

organization of the project work - the most effective way to achieve the objectives of 

environmental education. Project objectives are: 

ÅEstablish ecologically sound environment in the territory of preschools; 

Å Generate knowledge about the ecosystem of nature and boundaries of the organization of 

human habitation; 

ÅDevelop the cognitive skills of children and parents at mastering research methods knowledge 

of nature; 

ÅOrganize practical environmental activities of children and parents; 

Å To implement a form of working children and their parents - design and research activities     

"ecological path of my family"; 

Å Develop understanding and mutual assistance between children, teachers and parents, the need 

for constant self-development of ecological culture. 

         The novelty of the project lies in the use of information computer technologies - activities 

of interest to parents and children. With their help, they will create videos, presentations, slide 

shows. Additionally, it is intended to use such forms of work, such as: 

ÅObservation and environmental tours of the ecological trail; 

ÅThe lessons of kindness; 

Å Competitions and quizzes; 

Å Productive activity - the protection of posters, projects; 

Å Laboratory work (experiments); 

Å Issue environmental newspaper; 

Å Week "Magic ecology of the soul"; 
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Å Staging and theatrical performances; 

Å Moving, didactic, simulation games, travel; 

Å Ecological and educational holidays and entertainment. 

         It is important that the content of the project includes the activities of all participants of the 

process of upbringing and education in a variety of environmental actions. 

Socialization and communication is not allocated by the authors as separate self-contained areas 

of training, and are integrated in the accompanying studies and various activities. 

         A study of traffic rules (rules of the road) did not attract much attention, although this is a 

very important issue related to the preservation of life and health of children. It may be noted the 

presentation of the parent meeting "Anticipate and teach - then save." The purpose of the 

meeting - to draw parents' attention to the problem of child road traffic injuries, increased 

activity of parents in the education of children. The meeting was designed to perform the 

following tasks: 

Å strengthen parents' knowledge about the peculiarities of teaching children traffic rules; 

Å encourage parents to think about the importace of studying children SDA. 

         With explores noted that the work of teachers and full interaction with parents of 

preschoolers - is the main problem that affects in one way or another most of the authors of 

publications. The essence of this problem is to make parents - "bystanders" full and competent 

participants in the pedagogical process. Much has been said about the importance of a favorable 

psychological climate and partnership within the family. 

         To achieve these goals, the authors offered a variety of forms and methods of work with 

parents of preschool children. This pedagogical education of parents in the form of consultations, 

discussions and round tables. This psychological diagnosis of relationships in the family, 

followed by the help of a psychologist, the decision of special psychological and situational 

problems. Outreach to parents' meetings, visual information (information subject stands). Parent 

involvement in the project activities, bringing to participate in festivals, competitions, 

entertainment and other events. 

         In general it can be concluded that the Russian pre-school education began the process of 

modernization in the context of the FSES (federal educational standards) and the Federal Law on 

Education in the Russian Federation. It is the creation of new forms and methods of work 

(integration of educational areas, the implementation of project activities, experimentation, non-

traditional ways of learning, the introduction of new educational areas). The growing (albeit 

insufficient) introduction of multimedia learning tools (together visual, audio, and other display 

products in an interactive software environment) in the activities of preschool (pre-school 
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educational institutions). Analysis of publications showed the willingness and high creativity 

preschool workers (pre-school educational institutions) to participate in the further improvement 

of the upbringing and education of preschool children. 
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Abstract. The article proposes a technique of applying an algorithm (fsQCA) from the 

class of logical-combinatorial methods for identifying typological structure of countries based on 

their characteristics of the political culture of the population. Within the framework of the 

secondary data conceptualization of European Social Survey a system of characteristics for 

building typology is introduced and aggregated indexes are constructed. The focus is on 

classification of countries and comparison of typological structures of countries identified 

according to three waves of ESS project (2008, 2010, 2012).  

 

Keywords: logical-combinatorial methods; typological analysis; indicators of political 

culture; typological structure of countries; fuzzy set QCA.  

 

Introduction  

In international comparative researches a multivariate analysis is limited by the fact upon 

the transition to aggregated indexes (on a country level) results to the quite small data size to be 

analyzed. This case requires application of special tools of data analysis including logical-

combinatorial methods. That is why qualitative comparative analysis (QCA) ï the approach, 

developed by Ch. Ragin [Ragin, 1987; Ragin, 2008], has become widespread in sociological and 

political science researches. It includes several algorithms, one of which being fuzzy set QCA is 

examined in the article. This approach as most data analysis methods can be used for various 

purposes, despite that it was originally intended to identify causal relationships between the 

phenomena. Examples exist of effective application of logical-combinatorial ideas for 

typological analysis [Fiss, 2011; Cooper, Glaesser, 2010; Kvist, 2007; Vis, 2007; Kuchenkova, 

Tatarova, 2013, 2015]. 

The basic constructs of fsQCA are fuzzy sets, and ideal types. Each research situation 

requires a special logic of their mathematical formalization. For example, J. Kvist and B. Vis 

offered the scheme and one kind of logic to assess the extent to which social policy in different 

countries corresponded to protectionist, democratic and liberal types. Our aim is to develop a 

strategy for the identification of typological structures of countries for the comparative analysis 

of their stability over time by means of fsQCA. For this purpose, we use the example of the 

classification of countries based on the characteristics of populationôs political culture and rely 
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on linguistic and logical structure of the typological analysis as a data type analysis and meta-

methodology [Tatarova, 2007a, 2007b].  

The empirical data in this paper includes the three waves (2008, 2010, and 2012) within 

European social survey, carried out in 24 countries. Every year there were some changes in the 

group of countries participating in the project, so we selected those that were represented in all 

three waves.  

Indicators of Political Culture  

In the context of the examination of societiesô political sphere the one of the areas in 

cross-cultural studies is the comparison of the populationsô political culture. Empirical patterns 

discovered in this field are explained by the peculiarities of the historical development of 

separated macro-regions, political and economic situation in the states, and their cultural 

characteristics. In line with this, some important questions are not given enough consideration. 

For instance, how stable are such patterns and whether or not the similarities and differences in 

the political culture of different countries remain for a long time, or they are undergoing change 

constantly? To answer this question we should consider the indicators of political culture.  

In a broad sense, political culture includes almost everything connected with the sphere 

of politics (institutions, traditions, state symbols, political beliefs of the population, the 

specificity of historical memory, etc.). In the narrow sense, it is interpreted as a system of 

political orientations (dispositions), values and attitudes towards political institutions, politicians 

and officials, individuals themselves as subjects of political behavior.  

Various indicators of political culture of the population are used in research practice [for 

example, Nazarov, 1998; Patrushev, 2003; Rukavishnikov, Halman, Ester, 1998]. However, 

some characteristics of political orientations and attitudes are present in almost all models of 

measurement. These include: interest in politics and political events, the frequency of political 

discussions with relatives and friends; the perception of the importance of political activity, 

confidence in the ability to influence on authorities; awareness of current political events and 

political competence, trust state institutions at various levels, politicians and organizations. In 

most cases, these measures are added by characteristics of the political behavior of individuals 

(electoral activity, willingness to participate and participation in protests). 

Since a lot of different measurement models of political culture can be suggested, so 

countries can be classified on basis of various characteristics. From the methodological point of 

view for decision-making in the process of secondary conceptualization, it is possible, 

reasonable and advantageous to proceed from theoretical ideas proposed by F. Heunks and 

F. Hikspurs [Heunks, Hikspoors, 1996]. Relied on the conception of G. Almond and S. Verba 
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they used three key indicators (interest in politics, trust politicians, and political activity), and 

considering the level of their intensity (high, medium, low) identified 12 types of political 

subcultures (Table 1).  

Table 1 

Typology of Political Subcultures, Proposed by F. Heunks and F. Hikspoors 

 

Level of political 

activity 

(intensity of 

participation in 

political actions) 

Level of interest in 

politics  

 

Level of trust politicians and political 

institutions 

high low 

high high Civic participant Participant 

medium Civic Autonomous 

low Client Protest 

low high Spectator  Spectator 

medium Spectator  Spectator 

low Subject Parochial 

 

Despite the fact that this is rather a simplistic model, it can form the basis of solving 

research problems of testing of logical-combinatorial methods for identifying typological 

structure of countries. In this classification, the differences between some types are not so 

significant (what is indirectly confirmed by assigning the same name ð óspectatorô ð to four 

types of political subcultures). Moreover, some subcultures turn out to be extremely small in 

practice. The usage of 12 types leads to the situation when the differences between certain 

subcultures became not clear and obvious, so it is possible to rely on a more simplified model by 

reducing the types of political subcultures down to 8 (see Table 2) using two instead of three 

values of indicator titled óinterest in politicsô (high and low).  

Table 2 

Simplified Typology of Political Subcultures 

 

No. Level of 

Political 

Activity 

Level of 

Interest in 

Politics  

Level of Trust 

Politicians and 

Political 

Institutions 

Type of Political Subculture 

1 1 1 1 Civic participant 

2 1 1 0 Autonomous  

3 1 0 1 Client  

4 1 0 0 Protest 

5 0 1 1 Spectator 

6 0 1 0 Spectator 
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Table 2 -continued 

7 0 0 1 Subject 

8 0 0 0 Parochial 

 

These óideal typesô of political subcultures described by combination consisting of zeros 

and units, can be presented in a single country in varying degrees and in turn can be used as 

dominant characteristics for building a typology for the typological analysis in eight-dimensional 

space of classification.  

In our study, the ideal types are used to solve the local problem ð to assess the country's 

proximity to these types (taking into account the nature of dominance of a certain political 

subculture). Thereby in our research dominant characteristics for building typology are political 

activity (participation), interest in politics, trust political institutions organizations, and 

politicians.  

 

Dominant Characteristics for Building Typology ð Empirical Indicators ð Classification 

Variables 

We had been selected empirical indicators for all dominant characteristics for building 

typology in the database of European Social Survey. Based on values distribution of these 

indicators the three indexes (on a country level) were constructed (see Table 3). Their values 

were calculated for all countries in each of the three considered waves (2008, 2010, and 2012).  

Table 3 

The Scheme of Indexesô Building  
 

Dominant 

Characteristics 

for Building 

Typology 

Empirical Indicators  

(questions from the English version of the 2008 

questionnaire) 

Indexes  

 

Political 

activity  

 

 

 

 

ɺ 11. Some people donôt vote nowadays for one 

reason or another. Did you vote in the last 

[country] national election in [month/year]? (yes, 

no, not eligible to vote).  

There are different ways of trying to improve 

things in [country] or help prevent things from 

going wrong. During the last 12 months, have you 

done any of the following? Have you é  

ɺ 13. contacted a politician, government or local 

government official?* 

ɺ 14. worked in a political party or action group? 

ɺ 16. worn or displayed a campaign 

badge/sticker? 

ɺ 17. signed a petition? 

ɺ 18. taken part in a lawful public demonstration? 

ɺ 19. boycotted certain products? 

The percentage of 

respondents voted 

in the last election 

and at the same 

time had 

participated in at 

least one of the 

following actions  

 

related to political 

activity.  
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Table 3 -continued 

Interest in 

politics 

ɺ 1. How interested would you say you are in 

politics ï are you é? (very interested, quite 

interested, hardly interested, not at all interested) 

The percentage of 

respondents who 

are very interested 

in politics 

Trust political 

institutions and 

organizations, 

politicians 

Please tell me on a score of 0-10 how much you 

personally trust each of the institutions I read out.  

ɺ 4. [country]ôs parliament?  

ɺ 7. politicians?  

ɺ 8. political parties?  

(0 means you do not trust an institution at all, and 

10 means you have complete trust) 

The percentage of 

respondents who 

demonstrate a high 

level of trust (6-10 

points on 10-point 

scale) to the three 

recipients 

simultaneously 

Note: * In questions ɺ 13 ï ɺ 19 there are two answers: yes, no.  

Data analysis  

The advantages of fuzzy set QCA as one of the variants of qualitative comparative 

analysis (QCA) consist not only in the possibility of multivariate analysis in the situation of 

small-sized data, but also in its transparency for the researcher. The basic concept for it is fuzzy 

sets, which involve the transformation of primary data: objects (in our case ð countries) must be 

described using the grades of membership to different sets. For example, based on the values of 

the index óthe percentage of people with a high level of interest in politics,ô we need to create a 

new variable ð ómembership degree of the country in the set of countries with a high level of 

populationôs interest in politics.ô 

In other words, there is the set of countries with a high level of populationôs interest in 

politics, it is a fuzzy set, and countries belong to this set to varying degrees (membership scores 

range from 0 to 1). The transition to this new variable is similar to the procedure of recoding (or 

calibration). A country gets membership: score 0, if it is seen as ófully out of the setô; 1 if it is 

ófully inô; 0.5 if a maximum uncertainty is observed (it is a cross-over point where the case is 

neither more in, nor more out). Degree of membership (ranging from 0 to 1) can be calculated in 

various ways of converting the index values. One of them is taking the logarithms. This is a 

procedure of transition from one scale of measurement to another and it can be done 

automatically by computer program fs / QCA [Ragin, Sean, 2014].  

Calibration parameters for three indexes (óactivityéô, óinterestéô, ótrustéô) were 

defined on the basis of distribution characteristics of indicesô values, presented in Table 4. These 

parameters were the same for all waves (2008, 2010, 2012):  

¶ Full non-membership in the set corresponds to a minimum value of index in all 

three waves, rounded down to the nearest whole number (equal: 9; 1; 1 - for óactivity ...ô, 

óinterest ...ô, ótrust éô respectively). 
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¶ Full membership - a maximum value of index in all three waves, rounded up to 

the nearest whole number (equal: 60; 22; 43).  

¶ The cross-over point - an arithmetic mean of medians (equal: 24.25; 9.42; 9.15). 

Table 4 

Index Value Distribution Characteristics 

 

Wave (year) characteristic Percentage of respondents with high level of é, % 

óactivityéô óinterestéô ótrustéô 

2008 Min 9,7 1,6 1,4 

Max 59,8 20,2 37,9 

Me 26,85 10,2 9,65 

2010 Min 9,8 3,2 2,1 

Max 54,8 20,7 36,5 

Me 22,6 8,8 8,75 

2012 Min 10,4 2,6 1,1 

Max 55,4 21,7 42,9 

Me 23,3 9,25 9,05 

 

As the result of the transformation of index values (according to the calibration 

parameters) we got new variables, which described countries through degrees of membership to 

the sets of countries with a high level of óinterest ...ô, ótrust ...ô, óactivity éô. The procedure of 

classification of countries depending on the degree of their proximity to the óideal typesô was 

held in several steps.  

Step 1: If the classification variables had only two values (high and low), then the eight 

possible combinations of these values corresponded to the eight ideal types of political 

subcultures (Table 2). Each of these types can be considered as an óideal typeô and described as a 

combination of zeros and units. In this case, there are eight combinations:  

000, 001, 010, 011, 100, 101, 110, 111. 

Step 2: The degree of membership to the described eight ideal types is calculated for each 

country. Let us illustrate this with an example. If for the country the value of the first 

classification variable is equal to 0.3, the second - 0.4, the third - 0.6, then the degree of 

membership to the ideal type ñ111ò is 0.3 (minimum of three values). Similarly, the proximity of 

each country for each of the eight óideal typesô of political subcultures is calculated.  

Step 3: A country is considered to be the closest to the ideal type, degree of membership 

to which is being the highest. In other words, the country is attributed to a particular class or 

óideal type.ô This is the final step of the procedure of countriesô classification in our study.  
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Classification Results 

Classification of countries using three classification variables was done for each of the 

three waves (2008, 2010, and 2012). The results are summarized in Table 5. Despite a limited 

number of initial empirical indicators, there had been discovered empirical regularities, 

interpretation of which led to the conclusion on the significance of heuristic potential of logical-

combinatorial approach for analysis in the situation of small data size. While considering the 

regularities in details, we introduce the letter designation of ideal types. For example, HLH  (high 

level of óactivity ...ô low level of óinterest ...ô, high level of ótrust ...ô), and in order to illustrate 

the changes in the óstatusô of a country, we introduce the symbolic representation (LLH, LLH, 

LLH ). Here it means that the status of the country in three waves did not change and remained at 

low levels of óactivity ...ô and óinterest ...ô, but high in level of ótrust ...ô.  

The half of European countries (12 of 24) belongs to the same class in all three waves; 

they remain close to the same type of political subculture during the whole period under review 

(as are shown in bold in Table 5). This situation can be interpreted as the maximum stability of 

the political culture. Denmark, the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom 

were the closest to the type of ócivic participantô (HHH) subculture; France being óautonomousô 

(HHL), Belgium being óclientô (HLH ); Lithuania, Poland, Portugal, Slovenia being óparochialô 

(LLL ). 

A considerable proportion of countries (10 of 24) are less stable in political cultureôs 

characteristics and remains in the same class in only two of the three waves (these countries are 

highlighted with italics in Table 5). It is important to look at the direction in which the change 

occurred: in some cases the óstatusô of a country rises, otherwise it goes down. For example, the 

Germanyôs óstatusô is raised: in 2008 and 2010 it has been closer to the óautonomousô type of 

political culture (HHL ), and in 2012 ï ócivic participantô (HHH ). Finland, Czech Republic, 

Hungary, Israel also improved their óstatusô. 

The óstatusô of the three countries went down. Cyprus in 2008 and 2010 had been 

classified as óLHHô, and in 2012 became closer to óLHLô. Russia (LLH, LLH , LLL ) and 

Ukraine (LHL, LLL, LLL ) moved in the same direction, but the latter made the transition to 

óLLL ô class earlier and with a higher degree of membership.  

The changes in óstatusesô of two countries (Bulgaria (LHL, LLL, LHL ) and Estonia 

(LLL, LLH, LLL ) are controversial. However, their transitions were predictable to some extent. 

The degrees of membership of Bulgaria to the class óLHLô (óspectatorô) in 2008, 2010 and 2012 

were 0.56, 0.49 and 0.6, respectively, and to the class óLLLô (óparochialô) ï 0.44, 0.51 and 0.4. 

Thus, Bulgaria was sufficiently close to these two classes in all three waves but each time was 
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attributed to that one, to which was closer. The same situation in the case of Estonia: degrees of 

membership in the ôLLL ô and óLLH ' classes fluctuated between 0.37ð0.59, what led to changes 

in the ôstatusô (0.59; 0.49; 0.57 for the óLLL ô and 0. 37; 0.51; 0.43 for óLLHô). 

Table 5 

Typological Structure of Countries 

(The year of poll is specified in parentheses) 

óactivityéô óinterestéô ótrust éô 

high level low level 

high level high level Denmark, Sweden, 

Switzerland, the Netherlands, 

Norway, United Kingdom 

Germany (2012), Israel (2012), 

Finland (2012) 

France 

Germany (2008, 2010) 

Spain (2010, 2012),  

low level Belgium 

France (2008, 2010) 

Spain (2008) 

Slovakia (2012) 

low level high level Cyprus (2008, 2010) Israel (2008, 2010), 

Bulgaria (2008, 2012)  

Cyprus (2012), Ukraine 

(2008) 

low level Hungary (2010,2012),  

Russia (2008, 2010) 

Czech Republic (2012), Estonia 

(2010), 

Slovakia (2008) 

Lithuania, Portugal, 

Poland, Slovenia 

Ukraine (2010, 2012), 

Czech Republic (2008, 

2010), Estonia (2008, 2012) 

Russia (2012), Hungary 

(2008), Bulgaria (2010) 

Slovakia (2010) 

 

Note: Bold font is used for countries that has been in the same class in all three waves (2008, 

2010, 2012); italics ï for countries that has been in the same class in two waves of the three; 

countries that has been changed their location in all waves are underlined.  

The analysis showed that if countries changed the class, they moved to the neighboring 

group, because the value of only one of characteristic for building typology was changed. At the 

same time the level of trust and interest in politics changed more often. Probably, these two 

indicators were more susceptible to the influence of situational factors than political activity.  

Only in the case of two countries (Spain, Slovakia) there is a maximum unsteadiness of 

political culture. That is confirmed by transition of these countries from one class to another in 

all three waves. Despite such instability, it should be noted that each time these two countries 

moved to the class to which the degree of membership was the second largest in the previous 

wave and ranged in 0.4ð0.47. Thereby transitions were predictable to some extent. Closeness to 
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the different types of political subcultures in different years can indicate their comparable 

prevalence in the country and absence of dominant type.  

 

Concluding Remarks  

Obtained results indicate sufficient stability of typological structures of countries 

depending on the characteristics of their political culture. Some countries have high level of 

political cultureôs indicators, while others, on the contrary ï low. Moreover, similar or 

neighboring countries can be found in the same or adjacent classes. Once again this confirms the 

idea of the existing stable groups (ófamiliesô) of countries representing different macro-regions 

(Northern Europe, the Mediterranean, Central Europe and others) demonstrating the similarities 

for a variety of characteristics (social, economic and political) for a long period of time. 

From the methodological point of view, the results illustrate the heuristic potential of 

fsQCA as transparent (unlike many other mathematical methods of multivariate analysis) and 

effective method for cross-cultural comparison and identifying qualitative and quantitative 

changes in the typological structure of countries over time. 
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Prekariat - a New Social Class or Protoklass
1
 

 
Zhan T. Toshchenko, Moscow 

 

Abstract. Substantiates the emergence of a new social class - prekariat, explains its 

causes, its structure and its main characteristics. Shows how the idea about prekariat matured in 

the bowels of scientific thought in the world and domestic social practices. Identifies the main 

features of this class, compares with other social groups. Specificity of this class, its role and 

place in the modern division of labor, its position in the labor market, the first stirrings of his 

awareness as a "class for itself". Investigates the effects of the existence and functioning of 

prekariat. 

 

           Keywords: class; middle class; precariat; the labor market; economic reforms; social 

consequences 

"38 million of working age are working in opaque conditions that 

pose a serious problem for the  Russian society" 

O.Golodets, Deputy Prime Minister of the Russian Federation 

 

Time and causes of appearance of this phenomenon  

 
The concept of "prekariat" is derived from two words (from the Latin. Precarium - 

erratic, unstable, insecure) and the word "proletariat", which at one time was a class alienated 

from the results of labor and exploited in the interests of the ruling class - the bourgeoisie. 

Prekariat - brand new formation, indicating the presence of a social stratum that represents the 

alienation not only on the results of labor, but also on the whole society of large social groups 

with special, sophisticated forms of exploitation of their labor, their knowledge, their skills, and 

ultimately the quality of life. These groups include those who are engaged in temporary, episodic 

work involved in shady or, as expressed O.Golodets "unlegal" sector of the labor market, so that 

these people have to cut social rights and have disadvantaged social status. In general, these 

groups form quite a significant layer in many countries around the world, reaching 30 to 40% of 

the working-age population. Thus, we can talk about a social layer forming, in our view, a new 

social class, which largely determines the face of modern societies. Let us examine this in more 

detail. 

This phenomenon arose gradually, not immediately. We will not dwell on the historical 

antecedents of this social group. People with temporary employment and seasonal work in one 

way or another have always been in the history of every society in all periods of its existence. 

Let us analyze the modern period, when these groups have come to represent not episodic, and 

sustainable and growing prevalence of the use of specific forms of working-age population and 

                                                 
1
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the formation of specific socio-economic relations. These groups began to take shape under the 

influence of ideas and policies of neo-liberalism in the 60-70-ies of the last century. Neoliberals 

categorically denied the state's role in solving economic problems or can not stand the idea of 

centralized planning and regulation. They characterized the world and the country's market 

economy as a space in which employment, income and investment, respectively, without any 

restrictions flow to where to capital there are no restrictions. Moreover, they strongly opposed 

the Social Democratic policy, which in one way or another professed in the postwar period, most 

countries in Western Europe. Neoliberals were convinced that social guarantees for the working 

class, the unions concessions inevitably lead to slower economic growth, accelerate the de-

industrialization, a decrease in production efficiency. They also argued that the development of 

the economy, the successful increase of competitiveness is possible in an environment where 

market principles will penetrate not only the economy, but also all aspects of society. Ultimately, 

this setting has implemented the main purpose of the neoliberals - to shift the burden of risk, 

taking care of all public and private (private) life on the shoulders of the people themselves. The 

Liberals refused to pay attention to the fact that this organization of life of the economy increases 

the vulnerability of people, makes them dependent on the circumstances on which they can not 

influence. This policy was generated by the neoliberal sophisticated exploitation of the labor 

force, which is the maximum exempt the owner from liability for the normal existence of 

millions of people and their families. The result was a class that is entitled became known as 

prekariat. 

What is modern prekariat? 

Firstly, it is part of the working population is constantly engaged in temporary jobs. This 

social group, numbering in Russia, according to expert estimates, 30 to 40% of the working 

population is limited and devoid of those rights which have constantly working employees who 

have guaranteed employment. Members of this group, as a rule, have no social rights, they have 

no paid holiday. They can not count on help in buying a home. Caring for a child to become their 

own business, as well as education and training. This is complemented by the fact that temporary 

workers are virtually no opportunities for professional growth, career. And most importantly - 

temporary employment to become permanent value that begins to accompany human life. 

Secondly, prekariat consists of people working part-time or seasonal and pushing up odd 

jobs. This phenomenon allows you to hide the extent of unemployment. Typically, the majority 

of cases these are people who were forced to agree to work part-time. Moreover, experience 

shows that they have to work harder and get paid for their work less pay than they bargained for. 
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Moreover, many of this group of people often find that they are exposed to greater exploitation 

and self-exploitation, which is inadequate remuneration for their work. 

Third, prekariat presented as unemployed, whose numbers are also significant. It is 

particularly acute during the crisis. Moreover, according to experts, the gap between recorded 

and the total unemployment ranges from 3.5 to 7 times. Academic and presidential advisor S. 

Glazyev believes that "hidden unemployment is up to 20%" [Op. by: Istomin, 2015: 17]. 

Moreover, it should be emphasized that hidden unemployment is often masked by the reluctance 

to register under the random break-in, a cameo in the individual employment, especially 

agriculture. It is expected that 2015 will bring a significant increase in unemployment. This is 

clearly stated by Deputy Prime Minister Igor Shuvalov, speaking in Davos, "to prepare for an 

increase in unemployment." 

Fourth, in prekrariat we include people and so-called liberal professions - information 

technology specialists, programmers, and others., Are busy freelancing. They sometimes are 

committed to the freedom-loving spirit of rigorous and independent petty regulation of official 

(public, joint and private) companies and organizations [Davydov, 2014: 139-141]. But their 

non-conformism, the absence of an external routine monitoring in fact turns the fact that this 

ostentatious and sometimes something attractive independence struck the same limitations as all 

prekariat - helplessness, lack of social security, leaving the man alone in the event of unforeseen 

circumstances, to deprivation of stability and confidence in the future. 

Fifthly, the same characteristics can be attributed to a busy agency labor, the essence of 

which is hiring in your home state employees who carry out orders or provide services to other 

companies (companies, organizations [Kozin, 2013]. 

Sixth, to prekariat abut, in our opinion, of migrants, whose numbers in many countries 

around the world, including in Russia, is significant. Their position is also characterized as a 

situation in which many of their violated rights, they are paid less than the official citizens, they 

are not guaranteed, many social benefits. Often they are if not directly, then indirectly ethnic and 

religious discrimination [Malakhov, 2015: 115]. 

And finally, prekariat replenish interns and part of the students who pretend to occupy in 

society and the profession stable position. This part of the youth is in a state of uncertainty, 

agreeing to random and non-permanent forms of employment, often underachieve and justifiable 

claims to take its rightful place in life. 

Thus, in Russia, as well as throughout the world, in the late twentieth century - beginning 

of HH1 centuries, a new social class - prekariat, which is characterized by temporary or part-

time, wearing a timeless, permanent and sustainable. Moreover, it should be noted that their 
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number is constantly growing, has a strong tendency to increase, including by people while 

having permanent employment and who are often referred to as the middle class. 

 

The main prekariatôs features 

First of all, for prekariat characterized by unstable social situation, leading to 'de-

intellectualization of labor "(Greenberg, 2009: 4), the deformation of the labor process. This 

applies not only to small and medium-sized producers, but also such giants as Gazprom, Rosneft, 

IBM. The latter has already announced at the end of 2014. on the reduction of staff employed by 

almost one-quarter that touches 110 thousand. workers. 

We emphasize that the mass deprivation jobs will affect not only the workers but also all 

segments of the population, and even of the middle class, which is often presented as a model of 

stability and benchmark for others to follow. 

Proclaimed neo-liberals flexible use of labor for the worker turns loss or reduction of 

social status. And this threat seriously lowering the social status of the people concerned. 

According to the national survey of the economic consciousness (Russian State Humanitarian 

University, 2012. 12 regions, 1,207 people). 31.2% believe that there is a real (fully or partially) 

the possibility of losing their jobs. 

Currently, in the Russian economy in a situation where people who are on their 

potentialities and abilities have the right to claim the appropriate employment, forced to accept 

less remunerated and undervalued jobs. There is a status dissonance. Especially it is typical for 

young people, who begins his life and is forced to agree to these terms, but at the same time with 

the hope that a short-term phenomenon, with situational costs. But even in this case the 

consciousness of the group laid the feeling of injustice, which can confirm from my own 

experience and watching is not inspiring their situation. 

No less important characteristic is its prekariata social insecurity, depriving him of many 

social guarantees. This is evident not only in a lower wage - prekariat deprived of safeguards for 

the protection of health care in the education of children in recreation. As a rule, these people 

"will not get any" not only regular, but also occasional promotion, temporary worker status This 

frees the employer from excessive maintenance costs of labor, it reduces costs, increases 

profitability and most importantly (dream neoliberals) shifts concern about the current situation 

and about the future of life on the shoulders of the employee "in order to build his self-reliance, 

responsibility and competitiveness." Prekariat usually has no legal protection (or it is minimal 

trims), which would provide job security in exchange for agreeing to obey, comply with 

generally accepted requirements and to comply with certain loyalty. According to the national 



Part 1. Social Theory, History and Methodology 

 

 51  

study (1207 pers., Aged 18 years, 12 regions, 2012., Russian State Humanitarian University), 

only 20.2% admitted that their employment and / or additional work has been formalized labor 

agreement with the employer or authorized his body [See Toshchenko, 2014]. 

Prekariat devoid of perspective, sees no future under the current structure of society and 

the state. In practice, this means giving up a professional career on the professional growth of 

their professional prospects. Acceptance and rejection of life in this setting is complemented by 

the fact that income for prekariat  unstable, random, varies depending on a wide variety of 

circumstances. Lack of confidence in the future carries over to family members on the inner 

circle, forcing people to reflect on the ways out of this situation. In this situation, for people 

different variants of behavior: a) put up with the situation, go with the flow; b) look for options 

devices using short-term or medium-term measures to stabilize their lives; c) to come up with 

aggressive action from the action against the regime, or plunge, join the criminal environment. 

Prekariat essentially loses professional qualification, because it is inherent in the frequent 

change of places of employment. And this is not an internal need, and the line of conduct 

imposed by the neo-liberal economy, with regard to the great mass of people who increasingly 

do not work their specialty. On selected research, if in 1995. only 17.6% could not get to his 

profession, in 2002, there were 37%, and in 2013 - already 49.1%. [Volovsk® et al., 2015]. Each 

time, losing her job, people in most cases gets another sphere of application of labor, requires 

some knowledge of the average and a specific set of skills to perform the work required of him. 

This is particularly evident in the fate of graduates of universities and other educational 

institutions. And in this situation, despite the differences in order to achieve at least some 

employment, all representatives prekariata have something in common - sense and understanding 

of what their work is in most cases forced, random, unreliable [Bizyukov, 2014]. 

In determining the inherent qualities of prekariat it is necessary to note that its position is 

characterized by a surprising and startling fact - many of those who belong to prekariat, never 

saw his employer, do not know who owns the organization or enterprise in which they work, do 

not know any of their plans for the development or existence nor their future. Ie is a position 

other than the proletariat, makes prekariat completely detached from any possible influence and 

impact on those controls that govern them. This is remarkably close to the realities of Russian 

life. 

All this leads to the conclusion that the world is faced with a new kind of alienation, 

which in this form, and on a scale not previously encountered the story. Place the proletariat took 

prekariat which is very similar to the situation, who held the working class in HU111-twentieth 

centuries. Prekariat completed, formed from almost all segments of modern society, represents a 
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huge mass of people holding an unstable, precarious social position, which is not temporary and 

long-term condition. 

 

 

Prekariatôs  place  in the structure of the concepts of stratification. 

 Awareness of the emergence of a new class / layer did not happen immediately. A 

fundamentally different approach to understanding the changes in the social structure of French 

sociologists have carried out in the 1980s, exploring the position of seasonal workers. Bourdieu 

expanded this idea of this group to include in the analysis all the expanding mass of workers 

employed in temporary and casual jobs. It was the first time there was the word "prekariat" 

which denotes the layer of workers, which is characterized by unstable employment of labor, 

their lack of guaranteed social benefits vulnerability during difficult situations [Bourdieu, 1998]. 

By understanding the new situation came up and domestic researchers (Golenkova, 2013; 

Bizyukov, 2014; Davydov, 2014), the staff of the Department of Sociology University of Kazan, 

publicists [Miller, 2007; Mechanic, 2014; Marmer, 2009], which have different interpretations of 

the phenomenon prekariata, but all agree that it is a new phenomenon that is impossible to 

ignore. 

All this suggests that the presence of such social groups is not talking about some of the 

costs of development and steady tendency to the formation of a new social class - prekariata. 

The social consequences of the existence and functioning of prekariat. 

The emergence of prekariat in the historical arena means unforeseen economic, social, 

political, cultural and moral effects, which in its significance and impact on society and the state 

are superior to the known history of the destructive and long-acting effects. 

In what ways? 

With the emergence and spread of flexible employment policy was sharply increased 

social inequality. Class structure, typical of the industrial society, has given way to a more 

complex, but no less class-conditioned. All material and financial resources are increasingly 

concentrated in the hands of a small group of people, both in the world and in Russia. So, at the 

disposal of the oligarchs 110 is 35% of the assets. 

Continues to grow unprotected or poorly protected population. According to the national 

survey of the economic consciousness (October 2012, 1,207 people). 8% fear of dismissal, and 

another 23.3% confirmed that the threat is real for them. More and more workers are moving 

into a suspended state, forming a kind of loose, uncertain and unstable mass which excites an 

increasing instability and insecurity of her social status. 
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In view of this state of the base class is not official policy of social support, for he has no 

reason to see in your position satisfying his social position, which is due to the vagueness and 

uncertainty of social status. Prekariat certainly will look, first natural, and in the future and 

organized action, a way out of the uncertainty of their situation. One of these ways gradual 

awareness of his position will be his role in the personification of social tension. Although 

prekariat not yet realized "class for itself", but it can occur in the same way as it happened with 

the proletariat, a longtime "class in itself." 

In addition, there is still no coherent prekariata political program still unclear leaders who 

have united these motley ranks and suggested ways and means to defend their interests. But one 

thing is certain - the level of discontent in society feeds mainly of the series, and not from the 

underclass and pauperizovannyh population. It should be emphasized that accumulate discontent 

also among the part of young intellectuals who outwardly prosperous and arranged, but do not 

feel assured of stability, opportunity to build a career and secure a secure future. 

There are other negative consequences, relating mainly to people's personal lives. 

Prekariat does not have a clear vision of their future, not sure about the security of their lives and 

warranty quiet old age after the completion of employment. In this situation, change attitude to 

work, to the duties. In an effort to keep their jobs, some workers in order to stay afloat, work 

wear, trying to prove his indispensability employers, their importance and benefits, their 

commitment to assigned work, often due to overload leads to occupational diseases, loss of 

health and depletion of moral and physical powers. 

Happens, spiritual and moral degradation of the individual, the loss of ideals, faith in 

justice and the right device in the world. 

This lack of confidence in its present and future life affects on such an important social 

issue as marriage and intention to have children. Due to the instability of attitudes solution to this 

problem is postponed for "later" when reaching at least with respect to guaranteed employment 

Prekariat largely feels insecure in their current and future situation. Hence the fear, 

disbelief, frustration and denial of official structures. Many feel that they are a victim of 

circumstances for which they can not influence. It is this condition leads to an increase in 

suicides, according to the number of which Russia is the 4th largest in the world. Only for 11 

months in 2014 to end their lives 24690 people. 

All this leads to the conclusion that we are dealing with a fundamentally new social 

formation - prekariatom, which is currently still largely bears the features protoklassa. Its social 

groups has not yet developed a sense of solidarity, little or no organized, do not have a unifying, 

and still only vaguely aware of the political program and the corresponding ideology. Prekariat 



Part 1. Social Theory, History and Methodology 

 

 54  

still have the "class in itself", which is on the verge of becoming a "class for itself". He has 

formed a stable social-class education that combines great masses of people and reinforces their 

status in the time constant of the social situation and a clear understanding of inferiority and 

limitations in the implementation of its features and abilities. As awareness of these 

circumstances prekariat tends to transform potentially dangerous in education - a future class of 

consciousness and behavior that will affect the fate of the country. 
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Information Aspects of Critical Conditions
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Olga A. Usacheva, Moscow  

 

Abstract. In the XXI century on a new stage of redivision of the world followed by 

resources, information and geopolitical wars the researches of informational influence tools used 

by the terrorist groups as well as the whole states and also successful experience in a peaceful 

arrangement of conflict by means of peacemaking informational projects become relevant. This 

article reviews both the basis of information warfare and netwars concepts and the examples of 

ability of contemporary media to spread the ideas of peace and nonviolence. 

 

Keywords: information warfare; critical conditions; Internet technologies; cybersecurity   

 

Problem Statement 

The óage of turbulenceô marks the first years of the XXI century. It means a new stage of 

redivision of the world, followed by power political pressure, economic sanctions, ethno-

political conflicts, the collapse of social structures, as well as resources, information and 

geopolitical wars. For today the critical or emergency conditions are conceived as the norm, and 

sociologists have seriously engaged in the studies of this statement of social organism. For 

instance, the theme of 10
th
 ESA conference has already been stated as óSocial Relations in 

Turbulent Timesô. 

Professor O. Yanitsky is studying the conceptualization of critical conditions as the focal 

points of conflicts and wars in the XXI century. The researches of Professor O.Yanitsky and his 

team are intended to a qualitative model rising and decreasing of critical conditions in a social, 

informational, environmental and spatial dimensions. This article is reviewing the information 

aspect of critical conditions through the perspective of óinformation warfareô concept. Some 

examples of media (both public and non-profit) are also considered as an instrument for 

resolving the conflict or crisis stabilization [Yanitsky, 2014]. 

 

Theory of information warf are 

Researchers declare that professional community has not yet formed a coherent academic 

basis for analysis of information operations that greatly embarrasses development of this 

professional field [Armistead, 2004; 2010]. However the truth is that in general information wars 

are about how people think and make decisions. Consequently the information attacks targets are 

knowledge, beliefs and values of people. The first time this idea was expressed in 1976, by the 

Scientific Adviser to the Ministry of Defense and the White House T. Rona [Rona; 1976]. 

                                                 
2
This paper is a result of the research project çSociology of critical conditions of urban ecosystemsè supported by 

Russian Humanitarian Scientific Fund, grant No 15-03-000-27. 
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The concept of information warfare was developed in 1970 in US Air Force Academy, that 

officers (US Air Force Colonels) predicted wars scenarios in the distant future. In 1995, 

R. Safranski has defined the epistemology of enemy as the purpose of information war, including 

the organization, structure, methods and intelligence veracity [Safranski, 1995]. At the strategic 

level the information warfare campaign aim is to affect the decision of enemy and therefore his 

behavior so that he would not know about it. The successful information campaign carried out at 

the strategic level leads to decisions and actions of enemy that are contradict his intentions, or 

thwarting its implementation. Colonel Safranski marked three subjects of information campaign 

as purposeful: (1) How it relates to the global objectives of the military campaign? (2) What the 

leaders should know at the end of the campaign, i. e. what is the intended epistemological result? 

(3) What tools could be better to achieve the goals? 

Information warfare is considered by classic theorists as a conflict with such elements as 

protection, manipulation, degradation, denial of information. There are seven forms of this type 

of warfare: (1) command-and-control warfare which strikes against the enemy's head and neck, 

(2) intelligence-based warfare, which consists of the design, protection, and denial of systems 

that seek sufficient knowledge to dominate the battlespace, (3) electronic warfare (radio-

electronic or cryptographic techniques), (4) psychological warfare, in which information is used 

to change the minds of friends, neutrals, and foes, (5) óhackerô warfare, in which computer 

systems are attacked, (6) economic information warfare (blocking information or channelling it 

to pursue economic dominance), and (7) cyberwarfare (a grab bag of futuristic scenarios) 

[Libicki, 1995].  

Command-and control-warfare is the military strategy that implements Information 

Warfare on the battlefield and integrates physical destruction. Its objective is to decapitate the 

enemy's command structure from its body of command forces. The potential influence of this 

type of warfare on the outcome of conflict is predicated on the architecture of command 

relationships among the attacked.  

Intelligence-based warfare occurs when intelligence is fed directly into operations 

(notably, targeting and battle damage assessment), rather than used as an input for overall 

command and control. In contrast to the other forms of warfare discussed so far, its results 

directly in the application of steel to target (rather than corrupted bytes). 

Electronic warfare or operational techniques: radioelectronic and cryptographic, thus war 

in the realm of communications. Electronic warfare attempts to degrade the physical basis for 

transferring information, while cryptographic warfare works between bits and bytes. 

http://www.multitran.ru/c/m.exe?t=3791880_1_2&s1=intelligence%20veracity
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Psychological warfare encompasses the use of information against the human mind. There 

are four categories of psychological warfare: (1) operations against the national will, 

(2) operations against opposing commanders, (3) operations against troops, and (4) cultural 

conflict.  

Hacker warfare as attacks on computer networks. In contrast to physical combat, these 

attacks are specific to properties of the particular system because the attacks exploit knowable 

holes in the system's security structure. In that sense the system is complicit in its own 

degradation. Hacker warfare varies considerably. Attackers can be on site, although the popular 

imagination can place them anywhere. The intent of an attack can range from total paralysis to 

intermittent shutdown, random data errors, wholesale theft of information, theft of services (e. g., 

unpaid-for telephone calls), illicit systems' monitoring (and intelligence collection), the injection 

of false message traffic, and access to data for the purpose of blackmail. Among the popular 

devices are viruses, logic bombs, Trojan horses, and sniffers. Hacker warfare can be further 

differentiated into defensive and offensive operations. 

Economic information warfare can take two forms: information blockade and information 

imperialism. 

T. Rona, an early proponent of the concept of information wars, proposed the following 

definition for this phenomenon: The strategic, operation, and tactical level competitions across 

the spectrum of peace, crisis, crisis escalation, conflict, war, war termination, and 

reconstitution/restoration, waged between competitors, adversaries or enemies using 

information means to achieve their objectives.  

This broad definition allows to say that the concept can be applied not only for the analysis 

of armed conflicts when information warfare is just one of the instruments of struggle but also 

for many other social situations that we can consider as critical. It can be as conflicts between 

different social groups or actors as cases of environmental or technological disasters, when 

suppression or misquoting of information about real situation can be considered as information 

war against different communities. 

During the information warfare the enemy is considered as a system, and the effect is not 

directed only to the troops but can affect separately the leaders, infrastructure, energy and 

population. At the same time the civilians are the most vulnerable element in this struggle. 

Manipulation by the citizensô consciousness during the information warfare as such as daily 

news flow can lead to irreversible consequences for physical and mental health.  

Colonel R. Szafranski argues that the rapid development of technology could not simplify 

our live, but rather complicated it, i. e. now the man has wide choice and therefore lack of 
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stability. For example, in his research of terrorism, he focuses on the fact that the terrorists 

psychologically unbalance people and succeed due to suddenness [Szafranski, 2002]. The 

activities of the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) can be considered as an example of a 

terrorist group that spreads its propaganda materials on the Internet. Moreover ISIL uses the 

network not only to inform, but to send threats to their opponents and to recruit the new 

members, both enlisted militants and some kinds of specialists. In their information attacks ISIL 

put emphasis on spreading on the broadcasts YouTube of public executions of hostages. Through 

these video the radicals terrify their opponents, including civilians, and recall in them such 

destructive feelings as hate and cruelty. Consequently information warfare may be even more 

important than physical warfare operations. 

This situation shows a new round of ideological battle for the people`s mind [Raminov, 

2015], and experts are seriously talking about the beginning of óelectronic mobilizationô to fight 

the extremists that actively recruit European and other young people through social networks 

Twitter and Facebook. USA even held a special international conference in Kuwait to call for a 

single óvirtual frontô against ISIL because the international community loses battles on this field 

[SSHA potrebovali on koalitsiié, 2014]. 

Electronic security becomes the most important component in the fight against extremists, 

because the radicals are gradually moving from the spread of propaganda directly to hacker 

attacks, that can damage the economy and security. It provokes the urgency of relevant tenders 

on information security, for example, in May of 2015, Russia launched a tender Skolkovo 

Cybersecurity Challenge [Skolkovo provedet konkursé, 2015] as a reaction of the professional 

community to the modern cyber threats. 

Unfortunately today the information warfare is directed both to the minds of military 

commanders and army chieves, and ordinary citizens. And media, as an instrument of major 

economic and political actors, paint a distorted picture of events for its audience. This question 

became topical resulting from development of the military conflict in south-eastern Ukraine. 

Ukrainian, Russian and Western media are painting completely different pictures of the events 

that sometimes absolutely contradict each other and totally rebuilt audience`s views. 

The term óinformation warfareô becomes manipulative. Information resources constantly 

use it without a clear explanation of what this warfare represents. For example, in 2014 only in 

Russian online-media this term was met in 27,657 posts according to the search service 

Yandex.News
3
.  

                                                 
3
https://news.yandex.ru/yandsearch?rpt=nnews2&grhow=clutop&text=%D0%98%D0%BD%D1%84%D0%BE% 

D1%80%D0%BC%D0%B0%D1%86%D0%B8%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%8F+%D0%B2%D0

https://news.yandex.ru/yandsearch?rpt=nnews2&grhow=clutop&text=%D0%98%D0%BD%D1%84%D0%BE%25%20D1%80%D0%BC%D0%B0%D1%86%D0%B8%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%8F+%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B9%D0%BD%D0%B0&within=777&from_day=01&from_month=01&from_year=2014&to_day=31&to_month=12&to_year=2014&numdoc=10&Done=%D0%9D%D0%B0%D0%B9%D1%82%D0%B8
https://news.yandex.ru/yandsearch?rpt=nnews2&grhow=clutop&text=%D0%98%D0%BD%D1%84%D0%BE%25%20D1%80%D0%BC%D0%B0%D1%86%D0%B8%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%8F+%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B9%D0%BD%D0%B0&within=777&from_day=01&from_month=01&from_year=2014&to_day=31&to_month=12&to_year=2014&numdoc=10&Done=%D0%9D%D0%B0%D0%B9%D1%82%D0%B8
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Besides the traditional media, Internet became a large-scale ground for modern information 

warfare, particularly social networks. And for today, Internet is not only a tool of information 

and communication, but a platform for mobilization too. A number of features makes it a kindly 

soil not only for the actions of civil society, directed to providing of relief to the population in 

emergency situations [Usacheva, 2014], but also to information warfare. The main features are 

following: (1) direct access to the audience as well as the lack of control and sometimes 

censorship; (2) scale (reach to audience), and information propagation rate; (3) lack of data 

verification; (4) disregard of the requirements, theoretically binding on the media; 

(5) anonymity; (6) limited legal responsibility; (7) multimedia, i. e. providing of information in 

various forms (text, sound, animation, video) [Viren, 2013]. 

The concept of network warfare is studying more than 15 years. J. Arkilla and D. Ronfeldt 

which are the main specialists in this concept stress that this type of war will be a key for the 

next few decades due to development of information technology [Arquilla and Ronfeldt, 2001]. 

The danger is based on unpredictability, because the networks are built on horizontal relations 

and described by the absence of traditional leadership. However, despite the fact that a part of 

the battles will take place online, the physical space is still essential for the conflicts of 

information age. 

Ronfeldt and Arkilla examine the Mexican Zapatista movement as an example of the social 

network warfare, and mark in that three involved strata [Ronfeldt and Arquilla, 1998]: the 

Indians as a base, well-educated leaders which are not Indians originally, representatives of 

Mexican and international nongovernmental organisations. The last stratum of the movement 

brought it to the international level. This stratum is described by the authors as follows: ñThe 

netwar spectrum also includes a new generation of revolutionaries, radicals, and activists who 

are just beginning to create information-age ideologies, in which identities and loyalties may 

shift from the nation-state to the transnational level of óglobal civil societyôò [Ronfeldt and 

Arquilla, 1988: 10]. 

Information tools of conflicts resolution 

The scientific literature usually describes the applying of media for war promotion or war 

propaganda. Most notorious are the studies describing the skillful use of early mass 

communication channels by the Allies in World War I [Lasswell, 1927], the cruel manipulation 

of media by Nazi Germany [Taylor, 1995] and the recent abuse of media in the former 

Yugoslavia [Thompson, 1999]. 

                                                                                                                                                             
%BE%D0%B9%D0%BD%D0%B0&within=777&from_day=01&from_month=01&from_year=2014&to_day=31

&to_month=12&to_year=2014&numdoc=10&Done=%D0%9D%D0%B0%D0%B9%D1%82%D0%B8 
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It is easy to find the negative examples of the role of media in conflicts inflaming. 

Nationalist wars of the 1990s (Rwanda, Bosnia and Sierra Leone) indicated the dangerous 

impact of new electronic media on conflicts [Price and Thompson, 2002; Howard et al., 2003; 

Wolfsfeld, 2004], as they spread messages that promoted he growth of hate in societies and the 

subsequent homicide [Onadipe and Lord, 1997; Kirschke, 1996; Des Forges, 1999; Thompson, 

1999]. On the other hand, there are some examples that illustrate the ability of the media to 

spread the ideas of peace and conflicts resolution. In many countries the movement of peace 

journalism is developing more than a decade side by side with citizen journalism and relevant 

researches are carried out
4
. In May of 2015 1,469 scientists were registered in a social 

networking website for academics Academia.edu who registered this subject in the list of their 

research interests
5
. The volunteers of social organizations such as, for example, the charity fund 

of Doctor Lisa in Russia become ópeace activistsô in addition to professional journalists [Liza 

Glinka...,2014]
6
.  

Professor J. Galtung
7
 gave a detailed description of two types of modern journalism: 

(1) focused on peace and conflict (PEACE / CONFLICT JOURNALISM) and (2) the focused on 

war and violence (WAR / VIOLENCE JOURNALISM) [McGoldrick and Lynch; 2000]. The 

brief description is below. 

Table 1 

Types of modern journalism 

 
PEACE/CONFLICTJOURNALISM  WAR/VIOLENCEJOURNALISM  

I. PEACE/CONFLICT-ORIENTATED 

Focus on invisible effects of violence (trauma 

and glory, damage to structure/culture) 

I. WAR/VIOLENCE ORIENTATED 

Focus only on visible effect of violence 

(killed, wounded and material damage 

II. TRUTH-ORIENTATED  

Expose untruths on all sides  

II. PROPAGANDA-ORIENTATED  

Expose ótheirô untruths  

III. PEOPLE-ORIENTATED  

Focus on suffering all over; on women, aged 

children, giving voice to voiceless  

Give name to all evil-doers  

III. ELITE ORIENTATED  

Focus on óourô suffering 

IV. SOLUTION ORIENTATED  

Peace = non-violence + creativity  

IV. VICTORY ORIENTATED  

Peace = victory + ceasefire  

 

Prof. Galtung also described three concepts of violence to develop the ideas of peaceful 

conflict resolution: 

                                                 
4
http://www.peacejournalism.org/ 

5
http://www.academia.edu/People/Peace_Journalism 

6
 See also blog of Doctor Lisa on LiveJournalhttp://doctor-liza.livejournal.com/ 

7
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johan_Galtung#Mediation_for_peace 

http://www.peacejournalism.org/
http://www.academia.edu/People/Peace_Journalism
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- direct violence as physical harm to other people;  

- Structural violence that results from social inequality, repression and power inequity in a 

society;  

- cultural violence that occurs in the symbolic sphere of our existence (symbols, flags, hymns, 

speeches but also all kinds of texts produced in and by the media) [Galtung, 1990].  

Direct violence is visible, while cultural and structural violence are usually invisible. If 

direct violence inflicts harm to the body, then cultural violence is responsible for harm to the 

mind. The suppression of direct violence, on one hand is within the domain of political 

negotiation. Cessation of structural violence requires the elimination of structural injustices, but 

elimination of cultural violence implies a need for change in the attitudes and perceptions. 

The literature dedicated to the positive media impact on conflict resolution is very rare. 

Just certain academic researches, articles in journals or conferences are dedicated to the media 

involvement in the peace process. Assistant Professor of Hollins University Roanoke Vladimir 

Bratic tried to fill this information lack and explored more than a dozen successful cases in his 

research [Bratic, 2008]. He brought up a fairly obvious, in his view, hypothesis that if the 

research literature considers a significant media impact on promotion or propaganda of war, so it 

can help to learn some lessons on the promotion of peace and conflict resolution ideas. 

Peace-oriented media are used in conflict fields the last 15 years. To select the peace-

oriented media projects in the conflict regions V. Bratic used several considerations: (1) ʘ recent 

history or presence of armed conflict/violence in the region; (2) post-Cold War period, because 

only in the last twenty years have mass media equipment and technology become affordable and 

portable, allowing the establishment of new media sources as an immediate response to a 

conflict; (3) involvement of a third party because it distinguishes peace-oriented media from 

sophisticated propaganda; (4) intentional purpose ï in order to focus only on specific programs 

aimed at transforming conflict, it excludes projects and media channels that are already operating 

and producing media content in the region of conflict but are not doing anything exceptional in 

response to the violent conflict [Bratic, 2008]. 

With these four criteria V. Bratic selected and reviewed media projects from 18 countries
8
 

are organized in the 13 conflict sites and they generated a total of about forty peace-oriented 

                                                 
8
List of countries in conflict and major peace-oriented media projects, which V. Bratic considered in his research 

project : Angola (Search for Common Ground production studio), Cambodia (Radio UNTAC), Central African 

Republic (Radio MINURCA, Radio Ndeke Luka), Colombia (óMedios par la Pazô ï organization of journalists), 

Indonesia/East Timor (Studio MorisHamutuk, comic book óGeng Bola Gembiraô), Israel/Palestine (Sesame Street 

program ï óRechovSumSum/SharaôaSimSim,ô the Common Ground News Service), Liberia (STAR radio, Talking 

Drum Studio), Northern Ireland (McCann-Ericksonôs óGood Friday Agreementô campaign, regualtion of 

commercial press), Rwanda, Burundi, Democratic Republic of Congo (Studio Ijambo, Radio Agatashya, Radio 

UNMIR, Radio Okapi, Radio Isanganiro, The Hirondelle News Agency, UNHCR information campaign), Senegal 



Part 1. Social Theory, History and Methodology 

 

 62  

media efforts and represented an assortment of conflict types (e. g. intra-state, inter-state, low-

level conflict, guerrilla warfare, high-intensity wars).  

The two most illustrative and detailed cases are: Studio Ijambo in Rwanda and Bosnian 

media campaigns. 

 

Studio Ijambo in Rwanda 

In 1994 according to different estimates from 500 thousand to a million ethnic minority 

(Tutsi and Hutu) that were political moderates were killed in Rwanda, through the actions of the 

provisional government that came into power in a military coup, and was composed of 

representatives of the ethnic majority of the country ï Hutu. Shortly after, the counter attack of 

the Tutsi-led Rwandan Patriotic Front brought the Tutsis back into power. At about the same 

time, Studio Ijambo (Kirundi for ówise wordsô) was established in Burundi in direct response to 

the neighboring conflict. It has provided a model for production of peace-oriented media content 

not only for the conflicts in Rwanda and Burundi but throughout the African continent. The main 

objective of this project was to produce a variety of programs that could contribute toward 

peaceful transformation of the conflict. 

Studio Ijambo was founded by Search for Common Ground, a Washington, D. C.-based 

non-governmental organization, which employs almost 400 people on four continents mainly in 

the production and dissemination of media content
9
.Under the slogan óDialogue is the future,ô 

Studio Ijambo produces social affairs, news, dramas, documentaries and childrenôs programs. 

Most programs directly address the roots of the regional conflict. One of the most effective 

media projects employs a popular format ï the soap opera. The most widely-listened-to soap 

opera, óOur Neighbors, Ourselvesô, centers around the problems facing a Hutu and a Tutsi 

family. These programs are usually broadcast on five different state and private radio stations. 

Another radio program (óHeroesô) featured more than 150 episodes about people who risked 

their lives during a time of crisis to save the life of people of another ethnic group. Another type 

of programming was aimed at the children in both Rwanda and Burundi. 

In course of time Studio Ijambo became a center for training and support for journalists 

from the entire region. There were launched a new radio station Radio Isanganiro that began to 

broadcast Studio Ijambo programming. It is still the central source of information for most of the 

African continent, because in comparison to newspapers, radio overcomes the problems of low 

                                                                                                                                                             
(Radio soap opera in Casamance region), Sierra Leone (Talking Drum Studio, UNHCR campaign), Sudan (Radio 

Voice of Hope), Yugoslavia: Bosnia, Macedonia, Kosovo (TV OBN, Radio FERN, óPostujes li Zakonô (Respect the 

Law), Dosta je (Itôs enough) and Kolikojos? (How long) campaigns, regulation efforts (Bosnia); NasheMaalo TV 

series, peace agreement media campaign (Macedonia); Radio Blue Sky Kosovo, Project SPEAR) 
9
https://www.sfcg.org/ 

https://www.sfcg.org/
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literacy rates, distribution, language diversity and expense. It is relatively inexpensive to operate 

and it does not require as much equipment as a television station. 

Women and children have been one of the most vulnerable groups affected by conflicts 

and violence. As non-combatants, women are a group in conflict that is stripped of influence, 

thus making them victims of violence and oppression. Peace-oriented media efforts therefore aim 

to empower women to take a more active role during peacebuilding. 

 

Bosnian media campaigns 

In the Bosnian civil war between Serbs, Bosnians and Croats (1992-1995) more than 

150 000 were killed. The Dayton Agreement ended the violence in 1995 by instituting a 

provisional, internationally-run governing body in charge of peace implementation (the Office of 

the High Representative, OHR). One of OHRôs initial assessments of the conflict was that all 

three sides in it utilized radio and television broadcasting to further their conflict goals and 

demonize their opponents [Thompson, 1999]. Therefore, the OHR decided that the Bosnian 

media must be given a responsibility to facilitate reconciliation. As a result, a number of media 

projects were undertaken. A new national television (Open Broadcast Network) and radio 

network (Free Exchange Radio Network) were created in 1996, but they never managed to 

compete with the popularity of the nationalistic broadcasters who never ceased with their 

conflict-inciting reporting. Because the election of 1996 brought no significant change in the 

power structure, more media projects were employed in order to reduce political tensions. One 

project was a collaboration between the OHR and the Organization for Security and Cooperation 

in Europe that resulted in an extensive media campaign involving multiple media formats and 

channels. 

At the time, the major obstacle to peace was the issues of refugee repatriation and property 

return. Therefore, the three-part campaign (óItôs enoughô, óRespectô, and óHow long?ô) was 

launched to address the issues with refugeeôs returning to Bosnia. The first phase called for an 

end to the lawlessness, while the second phase asked that the right of repatriation be respected. A 

TV series óHow Longô was broadcast on public TV-channels in prime time for several months.  

In order to ensure successful penetration of its message, the Office of High Representative 

had passed a broadcasting regulation that all television and radio stations were obliged to give a 

certain amount of time to the media campaign. Building on such favorable conditions, short 

public service announcements on radio and TV were launched in 1999. Soon after, large 

billboards, posters, print ads, leaflets and also some nontraditional communication strategies 

(specially designed folders, matches and diskette holders) were distributed across Bosnia. Most 
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original were the sugar packets served in the coffee shops imprinted with the logo of the 

óRespectô campaign. Considering the cultural significance of coffee shops and its importance in 

the public life of the Bosnian society such promotion has been a very effective way of reaching 

the audience and inserting the message into the social context. 

The proven experience of information campaigns directed to the peaceful conflict 

resolution and creation of comfortable conditions for different social groups cannot provide the 

prevention of violence if they are caused by a combination of several causes, but may be useful 

for modeling of resolution of critical situations in different parts of the world. 
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Abstract. The main subject of research deals with better understanding of the role of 

technology as the main structural element of historical-evolutionary development (in terms of 

synergy).It is interesting to look at the methodological problem why the sociology of technology 

but not philosophy of technology. We can speak about the transformation of communications 

(network society).The notions of the structural stability and order through fluctuations are the 

most important notions of our discussion. Horizontal networks of communication will be built 

around peoplesô initiatives and interests. 
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The main subject of my research deals with better understanding of the role of 

technology as the main structural element of historical-evolutionary development of mankind (in 

terms of synergy). One of the main aims of social science from synergetic point of view is to find 

out the way of ñresonant excitationò that is preferable for the social evolution. The ideas of 

synergy make it possible to create new social technologies by avoiding fatal mistakes of the past.  

Science has always followed culture. The relationship between culture and nature is a duality 

where culture dominates. Nature here is just an object and man is in a privileged position. This 

knowledge is based on the ideal of certitude and views nature as a Machine. The language of 

social sciences expressed the language of Newtonian system of physics through the rational 

order of the world and society. Nowadays economists and sociologists encounter complicated 

problems. Social sciences describe the unforeseeable, the qualitative, the possible, the 

irreversible and the uncertain. Recent evolution in physics and mathematics allows us to look 

into perspective in which we have created own history. 

Methodological basis of research are notions ñtechnicò, "technology" "system". It is 

interesting to look at the methodological problem why the sociology of technology but not 

philosophy of technology. It is interesting to decide the problem of periodization of the historical 

process in connection with the development of technology and establishment of "technical 

civilization". This leads us to postulate the existence of the problem "Informational capitalism as 

a modern social system" .It is important to find the correlation between the concentration of 

capital and information. 

Speaking about historical trend as well as chronicles of events we should not forget 

about specific orientation of time. History expresses itself through determinism interrupted by 
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events that follow reorganization of society. It is the event, in a certain way, that makes it 

possible to distinguish the past from the future. We can ñexplainò the events of the past. We can 

almost consider them as the issue of latent determinism, but we cannot predict the events of the 

future. There has appeared a new kind of economy under new technological conditions with 

global computer networks. In sum, the structure of our societies has indeed been transformed by 

new technologies. Structural stability is a main criterion for the development of social systems. 

It is interesting to be able to compare the idea of event with the idea of bifurcation 

currently used in physical and mathematician sciences. Bifurcations are placed in the perspective 

of evolution described by non-linear laws. In such systems social variable or any other variable 

can be described by a trajectory, but this trajectory generally leads to singular points, the 

bifurcations, from which several new branches emerge.  

  Nonlinearity is particularly clear at times of crisis. It is a clear effect of non-linearity. 

The larger society is, the more important are the non-linear effects, and the greater is the number 

of points of bifurcation. The notions of the structural stability and order through fluctuations are 

the most important notions of our discussion. Consequently, we can assume that principles of 

brain activity are analogous to principles of social functioning. 

The solution to such problem as technological development of modern civilization and 

the crisis we should consider from the philosophy of instability. Human society is a self-

organizing system. It is a new theoretical concept for understanding the trends of structure and 

dynamics of our world of the twenty-first century. We can speak about the transformation of 

communications (network society). 

From biology we know that heredity is something of stability. Thatôs why evolutionary 

development is connected mainly with the reconstruction in genes. So it is a series of unexpected 

qualitative leaps which are separated one from another by mutation processes. They give birth to 

the stable heredity of forming groups. If we compare (with some degree of approximation) 

ñsocial mutationsò with biological ones we can see at first that social evolution is a leap in the 

personality behavior. Then it is consolidated into society standards and political institutions. 

After that we can speak about the changes of forms in society development, their fixation and 

realization of new values and social aims. 

The social level of evolutionary organization has not achieved the complexity and 

variety of the biological level. The structure of a human body is extremely more complicated 

than the structure of all mankind. Any society usually demonstrates the pyramidal hierarchical 

constructions. At the same time the most effective biological structure is a net with chief 

environment-making organisms. 



Part 1. Social Theory, History and Methodology 

 

 68  

Brain is the prefect organ created by nature, and if we want to imagine an ideal society we have 

to analyze the basic principles of its work. Latest scientific researches show that the main 

peculiarity of brain's functioning is that the colossal energy of evolutionary development went to 

create the horizontal net connections. This energy is several times greater than the energy used to 

create other structure levels of a human body. If we draw a parallel with the social life we'll see 

that the more people are involved into horizontal nets the better. Because in this case they are 

located in the area of quick receiving of information and can make decisions, based on this 

information, which can influence to the life of the society.  

Horizontal networks of communication will be built around peoplesô initiatives and 

interests. The economies of synergy between these different networks take place in such a node 

as: between financial markets and media businesses; or between academic research and 

technological development and innovation; between politics and media. 

These theoretical conceptions have practical applications. They are: 

1) Growth of cargo turnover through the different control centers; 

2) Active connections between cities and villages; 

3) Reduction of inequalities within societies and between countries; 

4) Depreciation of knowledgeôs gaps between pupils of cities and villages (distance education 

and language remote training); 

5) Electronic governments reduce quantity of bureaucracy, free up personal time for people, 

develop democracy through intensification of feedback between citizens and public authorities. 
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Abstract. In this paper there are suggested a typology of zoomorphic vocabulary and 

specified the types of systematic references in the English and Russian languages.  
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Zoomorphism, or verbal zoomorphism, herewith is understood as ascribing external and 

internal animal attributes to objects. We mean zoological metaphor (dog as a malicious person; 

to bark as to scold; to have a tail between legs as to give in); figurative comparison (as strong as 

a horse as a very strong person); quasi-identity (You are a heartless beast). This is a complex 

sociological and psychological phenomenon which has a conceptual and estimating measurement 

accepted by the society and incorporated into its prompt memory. 

Verbal zoomorphism is marked with connotation and ascertains peopleôs cognitive and 

cultural code. Zoomorphic code as social and cultural concept function as a sign with a stable 

structure: 1) an animal with known attributes; 2) nominee; 3) a motivated emotional evaluation 

(identity) by the speaker. This triangle produces a verbal image where zoomorphic component is 

at the peak, thus becomes most essential. 

As known, the peculiarity of a cultural code lies in the variable substance of expression in 

accordance with how people perceive the world. It goes without saying, an individual as well as 

collective experience can be transformed depending on the living conditions of a certain 

community. For example, a black cat as a symbol of a failure today is used due to a tradition 

since black animals no longer represent black forces. The words like this we call 

parazoomorphic. Parazoomorphism is an interpretation of superstitious, imaginary attributes as 

well as for humorous intentions: as scarce as henôs teeth. Together with parazoomorphism we 

recognize pseudozoomorphism, i.e. interpretation of zoological characteristics of fabulous 

creatures from fiction, the Bible and alike: ugly duckling.  

And, of course, functioning of verbal zoomorphism in Russian-speaking and English-

speaking cultures may coincide and differ as well between units of which there are varying 

inner- and inter-lingual correlations: isomorphism, homomorphism, polymorphism, 

metamorphism, paramorphism. As a basis for the comparative analysis should be provided with 

the principle of isomorphic image by L. Wittgenstein according to which an image is a model of 
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reality. The image and the identified object should be as much identical as the former is the very 

image of the latter. 

Thus, if the image reflected by a zoological word in one culture is fully and completely 

identified to an image in another, then they are isomorphic, for example: English fox as a 

cunning person and Russian word lisa with the same connotative meaning. Isomorphic images in 

different cultures are produced thank to similarity of attributes of domestic and wild animals 

alike noticed by people speaking different languages; borrowings of things and conceptions from 

one language by another together with their names primarily through calques. More examples of 

isomorphic equivalents: (computer) mouse, (technical) caterpillar, (political) doves and hawks. 

If an animal attribute in one culture is recoded, changed by another one in a different 

culture then the reflection is homomorphic: hungry as a bear versus hungry as a wolf. 

Divergence of zoomorphic words in different cultures is generated by homomorphic associations 

caused by linguistic as well as extralinguistic factors since firstly any word has a free valence 

which is determined by the objective reality, living conditions of a community and that is why 

tends to be changeable on territories and in time.  

If a zoological attribute in one culture refers to more than one identical connotation in 

another culture then the correspondence is polymorphic. For example, a biological term 

anthirrhinum majus refers to lionôs mouth, dogôs-mouth, rabbitôs-mouth, tigerôs mouth, toadôs 

mouth. 

If a zoological word in one culture refers to a word different from zoological world in 

another then they are metamorphic equivalents. Compare English birds of a feather flock 

together and Russian rybak rybaka vidit izdaleka (a fisherman sees another fisherman afar). We 

consider metamorphic equivalents those which are produced as a result of transliteration mostly. 

For example: Russian terms batterflai, dzhitterbag, fokstrot come from English butterfly, 

jitterbug, fox-trot. We think that a common Russian speaker hardly distinguishes the English 

zoomorphic connotation since the words sound incomprehensibly and stir no zoological 

associations but rather refer to sports and dancing.  It needs special linguistic discoveries to 

decode the true meaning of the terms. 

Eventually, when a zoomorphic/zoological image in one culture lacks the same neither 

image nor meaning in another one, thus is interpreted descriptively then the correlation is called  

paramorphic. For example, the following sentence is no easy to translate word by word in 

Russian: There are bull markets and bear markets, but Shanghai is a monkey market because it 

jumps up and down (Fortune, July 22, 1996).   
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Abstract. The new realm of multi-sided and trans-disciplinary sociological studies is 

emerging within the interrelated scope of social, technical and natural sciences. How sociology 

will respond to this challenge of the new times? Are the sociologists and political scientists well 

prepared to the modern war under conditions of globalization and the development of the IT 

technologies, on the one hand, and separatism and a tough global struggle for resources and 

political domination, on the other? Are the new political subjects that have emerged as a result of 

such wars legitimate? The article presents the authorôs reflection on these and other critical 

óturning pointsô of the world and Russian sociology and practice. 
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Introduction  

The history of mankind is a history of wars. According to some approximate calculations, 

in the run of 40 years after the end of the WW II there occur more than 250 wars of low and 

middle intensity and in the run of last 10 years ï more than 150. 

The face of the modern world is rapidly changing, and these changes are dramatic. The 

globalization process is accompanied with a re-division of the resource areas and living spaces 

giving way to profound changes in a social order and habit of life of states and local 

communities. The overall social and political scene is dominated by instability and 

unpredictability burdened with the emergence of new social and political actors. Moreover, the 

world social order established by the winners in the WW II has been recurrently undermined by 

the newly emerged regional and global collective social actors. This leads to the unprecedented 

tension both in public and one-to-one relations between those who have and who have not, 

between those who sees the established social order is just and who is not. Taken together, all 

this has made the population aware that the values of existed world are threatened. 

Nevertheless, the mainstream of the current world sociology is presented by the variation 

of an idea of sustainable development. The paradigm of the peaceful reconstruction of the world 

community (and not as its critical state and mass calamities) is still dominates. To my mind, it 

means a growing gap between the real processes and their reflection and interpretation by 

sociologists. 

 

                                                 
10

 This paper is revised version of the article óAre the Sociologists well prepared to the Modern Warsô, issued in the 

Journal of Social Science Research, 2015, Vol.6, #3: 1990-1998. 
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The frames of the research 

I limit my study by the modern wars of low and middle intensity in which the adversaries 

used conventional arms only. For this reason I use the notion ómodern warsô more often used in 

the literature related to the processes in the developing or transition countries [Myrdal; 1968; 

Soto de; 1989; Shilova; 1999, Soto de; 2000; Yanitsky; 2000; Rukavishnikov; 2005; Bobrova; 

2014; Chekinov; 2013; Pavlovski; 2014; Sundar; 2014; Yanitsky; 2014]. The study is based on 

my óall-embracing risk-society paradigmôand relied upon the órealpolitikô approach, therefore the 

discursive aspects of the issue are not considered here. I am the adherent of an activist paradigm 

in modern sociology and political science, both theoretically and politically. The study is mainly 

restricted by the so called guerilla wars but some experience of the armed conflicts in the times 

of ócolored revolutionsô has been also used. Finally, the major theoretical frame used in this 

study is a continuous of the state-of-art of an urban community within two theoretical poles: 

ónormalô and ótotal destructionô. 

 

All -embracing Risk as a Basing Concept 

To begin with, I tried to synthesize the major theoretical prerequisites of the following 

sociological analysis. They are: (1) the globalization as such theoretically means a mutual 

interdependence of all parts and functions of the global community. But the diversity in the level 

of economic and social as well as in cultural development provoke a tension and conflicts among 

these parts; (2) today, the glocalization process is now a double-sided one: in parallel with the 

trends of integration and global mobility of all [Urry, 2012] the processes of des-integration, 

shadow and criminal economy growth, local armed conflicts, decay of traditional communities, 

desertification and rise of social inequalities are going on; (3) the speeding up the pace of public 

life has two dark sides: a growing pressure on natural environment and the multiplication of 

wastes production; (4) the major reasons of the emergence of the MWs are a steady growth of 

world population accompanied by the rise of its aspirations and living standards, even more 

tough struggle for access to natural and human resources, destruction of global social order 

established after the end of WW II; (5) the MWs and generated by them the critical states of 

human communities and their infrastructures (CS) are the unavoidable features of a global social 

dynamics [Yanitsky, 2014]; (6) risks engendered by these CSs embrace institutional systems, 

societal and technical infrastructures, natural and social ecosystems, and mode of living of 

affected people; (7) the CSs have a dynamic character. Emerging as local conflicts they may 

acquire the character of armed conflicts between the states and their alliances; (8) the processes 
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of socio-ecological metabolism (SEM) generate the risks which have no space-time limits; (9) a 

programmed media is a powerful weapon of MWs; (8) the MWs as well as the CSs are the 

sources of óenergy of decayô; (10) in sum, it seems to me that the my concept of transformation 

of óglobal risk societyô [Beck, 1999] into óall-embracing risk societyô is confirmed [Yanitsky, 

2011, 2010, 2000, 2000ʘ]. The notion of óturbulent timesô is a simply multi-cultural and 

politically accepted version of the concept of the óall-embracing risk societyô. 

 

On Socio-ecological Metabolism (SEM) 

There are a lot of theoretical and field works related to various forms of social exchange 

(of resources, goods, labor power, information, culture, etc.). Though, there are relatively scarce 

research findings concerned with socio-ecological metabolism, i. e. with forms of exchange 

between the social activities and their natural and human milieus [Boyden et al., 1981; 

Boyden,1992; Edelstein, 1988; Fisher-Kowalski and Haberl, 2007; Gibbs, 1992; Martinez-Alier, 

2009; Perrow, 1984; Radkau, 2008; Thomas et al., 1956; Thomas, 1955; Wolman, 1956, 1965; 

Yanitsky, 2013]. I mean the modes and forms of physical-chemical exchange between man and 

his environment. 

A metabolism is the notion borrowed from biological sciences. It means the exchange of 

matters accompanied by chemical reactions from the moment of entering the nutrition matters 

(including solar and other energy) into living organism till the moment when the end products of 

this process are excreted into an outer milieu. A mankind by means of its social and political 

forces and institutions has been actively participated in such processes. Nowadays, a study of the 

SEM is rapidly developing branch both of environmental sciences and an essential part of the 

study of social change of any society at large. The study of the SEM now became even more 

important for such reasons as the globalization, the mass growth of products constructed by 

chemical and biological sciences and global warming. 

The SEʄ is always multisided process andtherefore could be interpreted in several ways: 

(1) The SEM has its historical phases which depend on the dominant mode of production 

and of mastering the virgin lands, rivers and even oceans for human needs. It should be taken into 

account that in the human history there were a great agrarian states and empires which had 

nevertheless the great cities. Therefore, I restrict the following considerations by the industrial 

and postindustrial cities involved in a global context only; 

(2) the SEM may be comprehended as a direct impact of social phenomena and processes 

on the life and sustainability of natural ecosystems, and vice versa. This reverse process may be 

called as óboomerang effectô (U. Beck) engendered by the overcoming the threshold of carrying 
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capacity of the natural and social environments. As a result, it is transformed from the absorber of 

risky wastes into producer of harm to human communities and natural ecosystems; 

(3) in the third case, the SEM appears as a set of transformations of matters of non-natural 

originin various types of natural environments (in the water, air and soil). These chains of 

transformation are mostly the result of market economy which is disinterested in the ófaithô of 

wastes of its activity and its óboomerang effectsô; 

(4) models of various SEM may be used as integral measure of changes in the living 

environment (living area) under the influence of the abovementioned phenomena and processes. 

It is the most difficult case for a scientific investigation for the reason of the SEM cumulative 

effect and uncertainty of time, space and force of impact of the said processes; 

(5) the modern wars greatly intensified the production of social and material wastes, be it 

human beings, chemical substances or cultural artifacts [Bauman; 2004]; 

(6) finally, the SEM of any city has a variety of forms and manifestations namely: (a) direct 

clash of natural and social forms and processes; (b) as a result, the former changes the latter, and 

the way round; (c) a long-term and unseen process of transformation of natural landscape under 

the impact of social activity of new types of plants and animals; (d) chemical reactions of the 

wastes and other alien bodies and substances with natural systems and processes; (e) destroying 

the human communities under the influence of natural anomalies and disasters; (f) transformation 

of communicative structure of a city which in turn depends not only on the IT technologies 

development but on cultural and ethnical structure of a given community. 

All these processes and transformations have in their basement the social and economic as 

well as the mechanical, physical or chemical processes. The run of evolution of the ónature-

societyô system has been accompanied by such form of their interaction as an ousting, a full 

destruction of one of them (say, a desertification), and the emergence of qualitatively new 

environments with earlier unknown qualities and forms, and in the end a slow and peaceful 

shaping of new ónature-societyô systems. 

The analysis of the SEM processes in the CSs is rather important for a comprehension of 

social changes in these zones and around them. The following variants of the SEM should be 

considered: a direct impact of wars and/or natural disasters on the consciousness, health and 

behavior of affected people; a direct and postponed (overt) impact of socially and scientifically 

constructed physical-chemical substances on the consciousness and behavior of affected 

population; and an all-penetrating negative impact of the toxic chemicals produced by modern 

industry and then spread across the globe by the atmospheric processes. 
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Participants and victims of modern war 

In order to understand a machinery and evolution of the MWs one needs to reveal and 

interpret not the taxonomy (age, sex, education, and income and other taxonomic indicators) but 

the composition of acting groups and the overall disposition of social and political forces 

involved in a particular war. 

Basing on my field and desk-research (screening the Russian media during 2012-14), I 

revealed the following groups. The first group is, as a rule, the disabled, retired and mothers with 

small children. It is about 30-45 per cent of those who were involved or/and affected. The second 

are refugees and forced migrants who were temporary settled along the border of neighboring 

countries. It counts about 8-10 per cent of the same strata. The above people are immobile as 

well but potentially they are repatriates. But when and how they could return back to their homes 

is an open question. The third group (about 15-20 percent) consists of the industrial workers, 

representatives of low service class and students. They are bread-winners for two above groups. 

They are concerned about the survival of their families and neighbors. The fourth group (about 

1-3 per cent) it is a small high-risky but very profitable small-business group who supplies the 

affected residents with food, fuel, medicine and means of transportation (to hospitals, relatives, 

abroad, etc.). The fifth group consists of criminals, including thieves, marauders and traffics (no 

figures). The sixth group it is peopleôs voluntary corps (according to various sources, it counts 

about 12-15 thousands of armed people). This group is the most active politically and socially in 

the wars under consideration. These combatants are volunteers recruited both from local 

residents and civilians of a particular country and from abroad. 

The seventh group is the paid civilians (i. e. it is the private armed troops financed by local 

and national oligarchs and probably from abroad) who are fighting against the ópopular 

uprisingô. As a rule, this group is rather diversified. Within it could be ideologists, radical 

nationalists, free riders, and criminals. The eighth group is the regular national army. The ninths 

one consists of local academics, postgraduates and other university staff. After the beginning of 

armed conflict the majority of this group left the war area. 

 

The key question 

Both for the MWs theorists and practitioners the question of how and when the residents 

are becoming combatants of various kinds or/and their assistants is of a key importance. 

Unfortunately, this is the least investigated process by sociologists. According to Selye [1956] 

andStokols [1978], the stressors are the factors of a psychological origin. But under conditions of 

the MWs the stressors are of a social nature as well. 
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Relying upon an analysis of media including social networks the following types of actors 

conditioned the transformation of urban residents into combatants can be distinguished: 

(1) socio-cultural (i. e. dominating type of religion and confession); (2) economic (sharp decline 

of living standards, jobless); (3) political, that is, so called ócolored revolutionsô constructed from 

abroad; and (4) personal (her/his prevailing system of values and social norms). 

The battlefield of competing stakeholders represents a mixture of chaos and order. 

Nevertheless, the actual outcome of any MW is usually different from previous discursive 

practices of politicians. The MW as a modus vivendi of a particular community or a society is 

irreversible. That is, impossible to return back to the point of departure. Therefore, the óinputô 

and óoutputô of any combatantôs habit are different as well. All participants of an armed conflict 

have been learning by doing, i. e. socialized in the run of a conflict. At the end of it some of its 

participants become public figures, others ï volunteers, still others ï become refugee or, on the 

contrary, ï wild ducks, etc. 

With these general óstressorsô a number of environmental ones have come into being. It 

may be total local jobless, highly polluted immediate milieu, natural disasters and harmful 

technological accidents, etc. At the same time, a sensitivity of combatant to the above óstressorsô 

are varied greatly. Besides, the cumulative effect of the above óstressorsô depends on the degree 

of the inclusion of a particular community and/or a social force in the globalization process. 

Basing on media surveys and on research findings carried out in Ukraine Iôd offer the concept of 

the critical factor. It means a totality of outward and inward social and psychological óstressorsô 

which are forced the affected individuals and groups to transform sharply their behavior from 

being the objects of outward pressure and manipulation to the subjects of emigration or active 

resistance. In terms of social ecology the critical factor means a ópoint of bifurcationô. 

 

Are the emerging social institutions legitimate? 

It is rather disputable question. On the one hand, the mankind history is full of examples 

when new social institutions had emerged as a result of revolutions, civil wars and protest 

movements [Tilly, 2004]. On the other hand, the very essence of the precedent legitimacy, that is 

the making a situational decision into a law or the political principle, is contradictory to the law 

of mutual interdependence as a fundamental principle of existence of the global order. 

The history of mankind is the history of continuous process of emergence and decay, 

integration and disintegration of empires, states and other political institutions. The opposition of 

ósovereigntyô and the óright of nations to self-determinationô has been never resolved peacefully 

but by sheer force only. For example, the Kiev Maidan (Ukraine) being initially the emerging 
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democratic institute has been gradually transformed into a critical zone of armed clashes with 

wounded, killed and many other forms of bitter violence [Vorozheikina, 2014]. At best, short-

lived ópeaceful agreementsô usually resulted in a set of ófrozen conflictsô. At worst, a total 

destruction of earlier existed social institutions is coming. Moreover, in-between the ónormalô 

and ócriticalô zones the ógrey zonesô are mushrooming. These zones have zero ólegitimacyô, i. e. 

it is the zones of social and political chaos. As a result, the total living space of the Planet is 

shrinking whereas its ócritical areasô are expanding. 

 

Ahumanitarian catastrophe? 

I interpretthis catastrophe as the utter form of a critical state of some social organism 

featured by total destruction of natural, technical and social milieu coupled with conditions of 

lack of guarantees of basic human rights and freedoms. This state is marked by mass panic flight 

(or on the contrary, a depression and helplessness), fear, hunger, physical and mental exhausting, 

epidemics, lack of medicine and medical aid. In this very case the major problem for sociology 

and political sciences is unintended changes of social order: a critical at the epicenter of a zone 

of disaster or/and armed conflict, and high-risky at the neighboring territories. The uncertain and 

unpredictable social order does not permit to render humanitarian aid. As the Ukrainian, the 

North African and many other armed conflicts clearly showed, today the official humanitarian 

organizations as International and national Red Crosses are too bureaucratized for the rendering 

a necessary aid at a due time. At the same time, civic organizations are capable to render 

humanitarian aid quickly and to meet rather diverse individual requests. Moreover, the affected 

residents are not passive as well. A humanitarian catastrophe does not mean full dependence 

from an óouter world.ô The population of critical areas uses any possibility for active resistance 

and for her/his participation in the processes of rehabilitation of their neighbors and living 

environment.Finally, the critical areas are the places of long-term depression or even actual 

economic and social catastrophes as well. Therefore, the long-term plans and scenarios of 

rehabilitation of these areas are urgently needed. 

 

Self-preservation under conditions of modern war 

A self-protective behavior is the norm which has been shaped genetically and maintained 

socially.Crisis, critical state,modern war and revolution are the particular forms of social order 

which determine the specific forms of such behavior. In general, this type of individual or group 

behavior may be defined as a couple of peoplesô efforts aimed at the preservation of their life, 

health, property and accumulated social capital. A protection of an immediate social milieu of an 



Part 1. Social Theory, History and Methodology 

 

 78  

individual is one of the most important targets of this type of behavior. Self-preservation is a 

powerful mobilizing motive that generates the energy to cope with the variety of extreme 

stresses in the critical areas. Two major forms of active self-protective behavior have been 

revealed. The former is an involvement in active political and armed struggle, that is, the 

transformation of peaceful residents into the combatants. The latter is the transformation of a part 

of local population in civil volunteers. Many social institutions are accustomed to work in 

ónormal conditionô and turned out absolutely unprepared to work in an extreme environment, 

that is, in high-risky, atomized and forcefully organized social milieu. 

The self-protective behavior depends on the phases of way out from the critical state. In the 

run of field research the following phases has been revealed: óneither war ï no pieceô, dialogue 

between adversaries, their competition for power, óbulldozer phaseô, and authoritarian 

stabilization. It is a short list only, and it cannot be considered as omnipresent. The main 

outcome is that the survived citizens will never come back to the former mode of living. For the 

restoration of a ócultural humusô a couple of decades are needed. 

 

Wastes: Domestic, Technical and Cultural 

I state that the wastes, domestic, material and virtual, are not only the unavoidable garbage 

of any type of social conflict or a MW but a type of culture as well. A ówaste cultureô is one more 

product of the society of all-embracing risk when production, accumulation and dissemination of 

wastes have become a prevalent mode of production. The ówaste cultureô is a culture of people 

and their communities who live in a wasted environment and perceive it as a social norm. Due to 

the processes of the SEMa wasted environment is the mix of risks which final affects are not 

predictable. The prevalence of processes of decay of human culture over its accumulation, 

development and protection I qualify as cultural catastrophe. In the time of warfare and shaping 

the critical zones the processes of transformation of goods into wastes and matters are 

accelerated. In essence, a war is a machine which turns goods into wastes. If the critical situation 

aggravates the majority of local residents as well as their living environment will be turned into 

wastes and into a desert unfit to any form of life. The wasted people are existed at the expense of 

accumulated of emergency ration and/or of gifts of nature. In this very case, the producers of 

wastes could be the poor and rich, rank-and-file people and political figures, social groups and 

institutions, etc. The wastes are not the mountains of garbage but the type of culture. The concept 

of wasted culture allows us to understand better the processes of our óturbulent worldô. 
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What we have learned about Modern Wars? 

To begin with, there is a need for new accents in the theory that describes the current phase 

of the globalization process. The basic principle of my version of a risk theory is that the world as 

a whole has been transformed into a community of all-embracing risk. Risk production affects 

institutional systems, everyday life and the biosphere alike. Frequently emerging critical areas 

(zones) across the world are the focuses of all-embracing risk production and dissemination. 

The emergence and mushrooming of the critical areas is a feature of a new phase of global 

development. In parallel with the processes of globalization, integration and accumulation of 

mutual social capital, the processes of disintegration, loss of social capital and emanation of 

energy of collapse are going on. Critical areas are the causes and the outcomes of this energy 

emanation at once. Taken together, these processes and areas are gradually reducing the diversity 

and sustainability of the global societal system at large. The permanent emergence and 

multiplication of critical zones has become the social norm of the all-embracing (and all-

encompassing) risk society.  

The major features of a critical zone in urban areas are the following: (1) a temporary and 

quasi-chaotic social order; (2) an uncertain socio-professional structure shifted towards the pre-

industrial epoch and burdened with óhuman wastesô; (3) the emergence of temporary risk-

solidarities of socially and culturally adversarial individuals and groups; (4) an overall 

domination of ad hoc types of behavior; and (5) a sharp des-urbanization of everyday culture of 

these areas with the elements of behavior typical to biological species. In sum, the longer an 

armed conflict is developing within a particular area, the more chances for its full desertification. 

The modern means of communication and information are playing the leading role in 

shaping and dissemination of critical areas all over the world. This happens as a result of 

replacing (both in theory and practice) the humanist concept of information society (information 

and knowledge as an undisputable common good) with the concept of information society as a 

tool for forceful instilling of images of the óproper social orderô. These images are created by 

global image-makers and then imprinted into the minds of the óunderdevelopedô and/or 

developing world. In essence, this forceful process is one of the main causes of the emergence of 

critical areas. In this respect, the critical areas are both the sources of óprogrammedô information 

and the outcome of its potentially risky production.  

 

What kind of Sociology we are needed? 

The sociology of modern wars is still a relatively new branch of current sociology. It has 

not already been successful in creating concepts, in developing trans-disciplinary approaches, 
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stimulating of long-term empirical research, etc. The core domains of modern sociology still not 

recognized the regular military troops, combatants as well as civil protestors as the full-fledged 

collective actors.  

First, in my view, the sociology of modern wars should be a global, i. e. which takes into 

account the interdependence of global, regional and local trends at once. Second, it should be an 

all-embracing,i. e. the sociologists of any country should investigate every critical situations and 

military operations as carefully as they did it the time of piece. Third, this sociology should be an 

activist-oriented, that is, it should study all open and overt actors involved in a (military) 

conflict. Four, it should be dynamic. It means that in the run of a conflict process some actors 

gain power, whereas others loose it. Five, this sociology must be an interdisciplinary. Subject 

approach should be decisively overcome in favor of problem approach. A sociologist should not 

to forget that any environment is also a social actor. Six, a key notion here is socio-ecological 

metabolism. Seven, the results of interdisciplinary research should be understandable to public 

and convincing to politicians. Eight, this sociology should be resource-oriented. A special 

attention should be given to a ôspace-timeô resource as well as to the moral and psychological 

resources of adversaries. Nine, the joint efforts of various scholars are needed for more deep 

investigation of the emergence of new social and political subjects and for the means of their 

legitimation. Ten, the sociology of modern wars and critical situations should combine the top-

down and bottom-up analyses. I. e. the insiders are as important as the outsiders. We should 

consider every óhot pointô as the crossroads of global and local processes. Finally, a 

rehabilitation of the movement for peace and democracy on the new (network) basis is a 

substantial instrument for the struggle against the ówar partiesô and extremism of all kinds. 

Apathy, fear and phobias are well overcome by the solidarity actions. 
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The Parental Practices in Young Families: 

Dynamics and Differences in Professional Groups 

 
Tatiana A. Gurko, Moscow 

 

Abstract. The dynamics of parental practices in young families during thirty-year period 

is described. The empirical base of paper are researches of young families in the Central Federal 

Region of Russian Federation in 1991 and 2012 years. The main goal of these researches was 

analysis the quality of parenting in different familyôs structures and professional groups of 

parents. Social competence of boys and girls was one of the indicator of successful parental 

practices. 

 

Keywords: mothering; fathering; marriageôs statuses of young mother; quality of 

parenting; professional groups 
 

In developed countries in time of transition to postindustrial society four main tendencies 

occurred. There are changing of familyôs nuclear structures, transferring family functions to 

public institutions, transformation of the patriarchal system, changing of the ethnic structure of 

families in situation of third demographical transition [Gurko, 2011: 26-29]. In Russia, one can 

see the similar tendencies in the beginning of XXI century. At the same time in last decade, 

official statistics show the increase of birth rate. The total fertility rate in 2003 was 1.3, in 2010 ī 

1.6, in 2013 ī 1.7 [Demographic, 2014: 4]. In such situation, to study of quality of parenting, in 

particular, in young families become of particular actual. 

The research of mothers with one preschool child (from 3 to 7 years old) in the Central 

Federal Region of Russian Federation (more urban territory of RF) conducted in 2012 year. 

Moscow was included as a capital. Briansk, Vladimir, and Tambov cities selected from 17 cities 

of CFR on the base of equal distance from each other and from Moscow. The quotas of family 

nuclear: 65% ī intact families, 10% ī stepfamilies and 25% ī mother-headed families. The level 

of education of mothers and sex of children correspond with the data of Russian Census-2010. 

All mothers were native citizens of RF. The international research of young families was 

conducted in Georgia, Poland, Russia and USA with authorôs participation in 1991 year. The 

subsample of 280 intact Russian young families used for comparison. Data were analyzed by 

PASW Statistics 18.  

Next main empirical indicators operationalized the notion of ñparenting qualityò. There 

are conscious planning of child, breastfeeding, different kinds of fatherôs assistance after childôs 

birth, maternal emotional relation to child, maternal efficacy, frequency of maternal/paternal 

occupations with child, positive emotional parental involvement (ñpraiseò, ñstrokeò, ñhugò), the 

practices of maltreatment (ñshoutò, ñabuseò, ñspankò), styles of disciplining (modified Parenting 
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Scale), methods of punishment. There are also frequency of meetings of child with biological 

father, who live separately, and material child support from nonresident father.  

For coding of occupations of parents International standard classification of occupations: 

ISCO-08 was used [Internationalé, 2012: 65-356]. Five groups of fathers occupations were 

analyzed according to their fullness: 1. Managers; 2. Professionals; 3. Technicians (technicians, 

associate professionals and clerical support workers are integrated); 5. Services and sales 

workers; 7. Driver, workers (craft and related trades workers, plant and machine operators and 

small group of elementary occupations are integrated). Six groups of mothers occupations were 

analyzed according to their fullness: 1. Managers; 2. Professionals; 4. Clerical support workers 

(technicians and associate professionals and clerical support workers are integrated); 5. Services 

and sales workers; 11. Do not work, looking for job; 12. Do not work (housewives and so on).  

According the 2012 data 63% of mothers became pregnant consciously, 22% did not plan   

of childôs birth and 15% ī did not want a child. In addition, this behavior connect with motherôs 

socio-professional status at time of research more than with her marital status at time of 

pregnancy. Only 29% of low-income mothers (5-th, and 11-th professional groups) and 85% of 

mothers of 1-th and 2th professional groups planned the birth of first child.  

Breastfed children have at least six times greater chance of survival in the early months 

than non-breastfed children do.  An exclusively breastfed child is 14 times less likely to die in 

the first six months than a non-breastfed child, and breastfeeding drastically reduces deaths from 

acute respiratory infection and diarrhea, two major child killers. The potential impact of optimal 

breastfeeding practices is especially important in developing country but non-breastfed children 

in industrialized countries are also at greater risk of dying - a recent study of post-neonatal 

mortality in the United States found a 25% increase in mortality among non-breastfed infants. 

[Breastfeeding. UNICEFé2014]. According our data 13% of young mothers did not breastfeed 

of their first child (usually did not want to do it), 24% ī less than 5 months, 18% ī 5-6 months, 

28% ī 7-12 months, 27 % ī more than one year. Statistically more often feed of child 6 months 

and more mothers-professionals, on the contrary, did not breastfeed or fed of child less than 5 

months ñservices and sales workersò mothers (P- x-square of Pierson=23,933,  p < 0.001 for 6 

professional groups).  

The combining of spousal, maternal and professional roles is still the problem for young 

mothers even with one child, especially when they live in nuclear households and grandparents 

live far from them. According our data, marriageôs statuses of young mothers statistically do not 

connect with their profession. Exception are more unworked mothers in intact familyôs nuclear 

and divorced mothers-professionals (see table 1).  
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The duration of parentôs occupation outside home calculated including time to and from 

workplace. Again it was founded that mothers, who live with fathers of child, work outside home 

less time in comparison with divorced and unmarried mothers  (P=34,924,  p < 0.000). More 

over mothers who did not work outside home were happiest mothers. Thus, young mothers still 

face choice between conjugality, maternity and work outside home. At least on this stage of life 

cycle the proposition of roles overload is true but not enhancement hypothesis. In comparison 

with the soviet time when expected that all mothers must work, today unworked (or few worked) 

young mother is quite proved style of behavior. And such social expectations allow young 

mothers be happy.  

Table 1 

Marriage-families and marriage-parental status of mothers in different professional groups 

(in %, n=600) 

 

Marriageôs statuses of 

young mother 

Mana

gers  

Profe

ssion

als  

Cleric

al 

suppo

rt 

worke

rs 

Services 

and sales 

workers  

Donôt 

work 

outsid

e 

home, 

looki

ng for 

job  

Donôt 

work 

(hous

ewive

s and 

so on) 

Tota

l 

Married or live with 

biological father of child 

(n=385) 

 

59 

 

47 

 

67 

 

56 

 

76 

 

 

82 

63 

Married or live with 

husband or partner, not 

biological father of child 

(step) (n=60) 

14 10 9     14 7  

 

7 

 

10 

Unmarried, biological 

father didnôt registered 

(n=43) 

7 6 7 10 7  

5 

7 

Unmarried, biological 

father registered (n=29) 

5 9 3 7 3  

1 

5 

Divorced (n=78) 15 28 15 13 7 5 15 

Widowed, did not include 

in statistical analysis 

(n=5) 

      >1 

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 

 

Marriage-families and marriage-parental statuses of mothers weakly correlates with 

emotional relation towards child (P=13,799, p<0,032). Only mothers who live in stepfamilies 

twice more often ñnot positiveò towards child. Probably they to the large extent oriented on new 

spousal versus child-maternal intimacy [Dudchuk, Orlova, 2013: 31]. It is also necessary to 
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stress that mothers who live with not fathers of child (in stepfamilies) feel themselves most 

happy (54% very happy) in comparison with that who lives in intact families (37%), divorced 

(30%) or never married (17%). So new marriage or partnership makes mothers happy, but not 

often their child. Professional occupation of mothers correlate with relation towards child 

(P=26,401, p<0,034). More positive to child mothers ñmanagersò and ñprofessionalsò, less 

positive ī ñservices and sales workersò. 

Maternal efficacy measured by Parenting Sense of Competence Scale (PSOC). 

Researches shows that maternal efficacy reduce anxiety, depression and behavior problems of 

children and promote the high level of self-esteem and social competence [de Montigny, 

Lacharit®, 2005: 387]. 

According our data maternal efficacy is higher among mothers ñprofessionalsò (32%) and lower 

among mothers who do not work outside home (19%). 

For studying the style of disciplining of child was used Parenting Scale (PS). The validity 

of this scale proved in different countries. Discipline that is harsh or excessively lax is 

significantly correlate with child externalizing behavior [Arney, Baghurst, Sawyer and Prior, 

2008: 44-52]. Russian young mothers mainly practice ambivalent style regardless their marital 

status and professional occupations. Probably such style is the cultural specifics. It is necessary 

to provide the cross-cultural research of parental styles for more accurate conclusions. 

Specialists in sphere of maltreatment with children agree that main factors are single 

motherhood and poverty [Stagner, Lansing, 2009: 25]. According our data maternal practices of 

corporal punishments do not connect with their marriage and parental status. Slap of child from 

time to time 10% of mothers (19% in 1991 year) and this practice correlate only with 

professional occupation (P =73,708, p< 0,000). 55% of ñservices and sales workersò and 37% of 

unemployed mothers do it from time to time. Thus, poverty probably is the more important 

predictor of maltreatment. The most popular types of punishments from mothers (the answers on 

open question were coded): ñto forbid to do somethingò ï ñto watch TVò, ñto each sweetsò etc. 

(36%), ñisolationò ī ñto stand in cornerò, ñto send to empty roomò (21%), ñdo not speak and do 

not play with childò (15%), verbal abuse (6%). 

The increasing numbers of researches of fatherhood in western countries in period of 

transition to postindustrial society was stimulated by increasing number of working mothers, 

changing opinion in relation to importance of mother, and by increasing attention of society to 

child psychological welfare. Methodologically this research comes from a deficit model, 

focusing on men's inadequacies as parents to more detail analysis.  American scientists 

distinguish four main directions of studies: cultural representations of fathering, fatherôs 



Part 2. Social Structure and Processes 

 

 88  

involvement, fatherhood from child development point of view and formation of fatherôs identity 

[Gurko, 2008: 92-96].  

According our data in Russia fatherôs involvement with young child changed. The most 

popular occupation with boys and girls ï common computer games, 42% of fathers play with 

child at least çseveral times in a weekè (in 1991 it was common washing TV). Young fathers 

more often walk with child outside home ī 40% at least çseveral times in a weekè in comparison 

with 25% in 1991 year. They also more often put child to bed, prepare a meal, bring child to or 

take away from kindergarten. However, it is necessary to stress that in spite the Russian law
11

 

practically no one fathers use parental vocation.  

The researchers conducted in some Europe countries confirm that for care and 

occupations with preschool child working fathers spend less time than working mothers are 

[Reingardiene, 2006: 47, 73]. According our data working fathers in intact families are less 

involved in care of child than their working wives. However, fathers spend more time for work 

outside home (including time to and from workplace) than their working wives. 22% of mothers 

answered that fathers spend quite enough time with child, 32% ī ñrather yesò, 36% ī ñrather 

noò, 10% ī çnot enough at allè. Any way these figures are much better than in 1991 year. 

Many investigations in USSR and Russia revealed that motherôs satisfaction of the 

amount of time father spend with child correlate with her satisfaction of marriage and her 

decision to have more children [Gurko, 2008: 210]. The same reciprocal associations between 

paternal child-care involvement and relationship quality by following British couples from the 

birth of a child until he or she reached school age was established based on the British 

Millennium Cohort Study, a representative survey of children born in 2000 and 2001 and their 

parents  [Schober, 2012: 281]. In our research was established correlation between motherôs 

satisfaction of time husband spend with child and motherôs happiness (P=36,201, p<0,004).  

çNew fatheringè assume not only joint occupations fathers with child but fatherôs 

emotional involvement. In research of 1991 it was founded that Russian fathers in comparison 

with fathers in other countries significantly less often ñpraiseò, ñstrokeò, ñhugò of their child.  In 

2012 year Russian fathers almost twice often did it. They also less often used practices of 

maltreatment (ñshoutò, ñabuseò, and ñspankò).  

On the base of several indicators ï father's initiatives and amount of time he spent with 

child, frequencies of fatherôs occupations with child (eight occupations) index of fatherôs 

involvement was constructed.  

                                                 
11

 For the first time fathers (and other relatives of mother) have got possibility to take payed 

vocation until child 1.5 years old and unpaid vocation until child 3 years old in 1989 year in 

USSR. 
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The differences of index of involvement of fathers and stepfathers not very high (see 

table 2). Probably in preschool age of child stepfathers could more easy to find contact with 

stepchild than, for example, with teenagers. It was not founded statistically significant 

differences of biological fatherôs involvement in relation to boys and girls. At the same time the 

correlation of professional occupation of biological father is significant (P=24.999, p<0.015). 

More involve fathers-professionals, less ī services and sales workers.  

Table 2  

Index of fatherôs and stepfatherôs involvement in different professional groups  

(in %, n=445) 

 

Index of fatherôs 

involvement   

Managers 

(n (n=128) 

Professi

onals 

(n=91) 

Technici

ans 

(n=59) 

Services 

and 

sales 

workers 

(n=111)  

Driver, 

workers 

(n=56) 

Total 

High involvement  26 37 22 17 27 26 

Middle involvement  35 30 21   26 16 28 

Low involvement  22 24 33 29 26 26 

Uninvolvement 17 9 22 28 31 20 

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 

n=365 

Index of stepfatherôs 

involvement   

      

High involvement  17 25 0 18 27 18 

Middle involvement  42 33 38 12 9 25 

Low involvement  25 9 24 18 27 20 

Uninvolvement 17 33 38 52 37 37 

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 

n=80  

 

According our data paternal practices of corporal punishments correlate with sex of child 

(P=29.401, p<0.005). Fathers slap boys twice often than girls. ñServices and sales workersò 

fathers twice often verbally abuse child in comparison with professionals. In general, fathers 

punish the child in intact families less often than mothers one, who spend more time with child. 

One of the actual problem of modern families ï psychological and material support of 

child from biological father who lives apart. In our sample 71% of fathers visited child after 

divorce, 57% of fathers, whose paternity established, and 16% of fathers, whose paternity did not 

legally establish. More than half of mothers did not proof this meeting when she lives with a new 

partner or husband in comparison with 22% mothers who lived without new partner. Among 

mothers, who could legally to have child support, only 67% received it (in Russia ex-wives 
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practically never received alimony). In spite of the law half of mothers, who did not received 

child support, refuse from this support by themselves. The main reason ī they did not want the 

child have contact with father. Sometimes such behavior is caused of bad habits of ex-husbands 

(mainly alcohol abuse). However, more essential reason ï matriarchate style of Russian families 

in general, the wishes of mothers to be independent even to the detriment of childôs interest. 

According western data parental practices connect with behavior problems of children, in 

particularly social competence in childhood and school years [Shaffer, Burt, Obradovi, Janette, 

Herbers, Masten, 2009: 1229-1230]. We used in our research Social Competence Scale (Parent 

Version) [Socialé,2015].  It was established that Social Competence (SC) of girls is higher than 

of boys. The most significant correlation among SC of child and motherôs relation to child 

(P=96,343, p<0,000), especially to girls, maternal efficacy (P=64,465, p<0,000). Practices of 

parentôs maltreatment negatively influence on SC of boys and girls especially from mothers. 

There are maternal verbal abuse (P=63,562, p<0,000), maternal physical punishment (P=58,698, 

p<0,000), and paternal physical punishment (P=36,929, p<0,000), paternal verbal abuse 

(P=26,209, p<0,000).  High SC of girls correlate with high fatherôs involvement in intact 

families (P=47,146, p<0,001).  Lowest ñcommunication skillsò (subscale) have boys who lived 

in stepfamilies. For high SC of both boys and girls are very important the meeting with fathers 

who live apart. The level of SC of children correlate with professional occupation of mothers. 

The highest level SC (both scales of emotional control and communicative skills) are among 

children whose mothers are managers or professionals. At the same time in intact families, the 

occupation of father do not connect with SC of children.  

Thus according our data indicators of quality of mothering and child social competence 

are worse in step and in poor unmarried motherôs households. Young fathers in intact families 

more often than decades ago involve in everyday occupations with child, emotionally 

communicate with them and less often practice maltreatment. Progressive parental practices to a 

large extent widespread among educated managers and professionals that are mainly arising 

middle class.  
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Professional Employment 

 as a Measure of Social Adaptation 

 
Marina G.  Khokhlova, Moscow 

 

Abstract. Professional employment is an important component of the status of a human 

being, meaningfulness of his or her social role in the social division of labour, and, because of 

earnings, also the criterion of quality of life. It plays a central role in the stabilization of social 

life, in overcoming problems connected with the socialization of a person, it transfers efforts of a 

person to the sphere of labour activity, urges one to build relations not on discrimination because 

of a formal attribute (national, religious belonging), but to take into account empirical 

parameters, which, even if as a whole does not eliminate ethnique, cultural and social 

contradictions, can reduce tension.  

 

Keywords: professional occupation; social stratification 

 

In the present article an attempt is undertaken to accentuate the roles of professional 

employment as a means capable of influencing the stabilization of society, of extinguishing the 

discontent arising, in particular, on ethnic ground. [Gontmaher E.S., Zagladin N.V., Semenenko 

I.S.,2014: 245-251]. Professional occupation as an element of social relations although it can 

reproduce inequality that is embedded, for example in education, is a social and individual 

feature which, in difference, say, to age, origin and so forth, can be changed by a person during 

his/ her  lifetime, that is to say, a person, it  would seem, shapes his/her own destiny. 

In the framework of professions professional values can be safeguarded better, although 

in some instances they may challenge the status-quo and sometimes acquire new roles. 

Professions as a rule tend to be relevant for different market economies. This may concern the 

role of professions not only in the functioning of the modern economy but also in solving the 

social issues. 

The term çprofessional employmentè is used in this article to emphasize the presence 

with the worker of professional training, since the mechanism of social selection operates 

already at the level of getting education The problem of social stratification manifests itself in 

the sphere of professional training quite graphically. Reproduction of social inequality is in most 

cases predetermined by the family and the nearest environment of the pupil as a person is mostly 

integrated in the environment for which he or she was prepared in the course of formation and 

the social context in which he or she stayed during the training. In such a way, the social status 

of a family continues from generation to generation like a deep track from which it is difficult to 

get out, and the education received during oneôs green years, differs by the influence on the 

person, from what is learned when one is already an adult. 
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Professions function in the conditions of a constant search of balance with the economic 

structure of a society (this finds expression particularly in a crisis). In such a case the less 

prepared part of the society unable or not willing to fit in under new conditions resists 

innovations. What is involved here is not only the role of trades in an economy but also their 

meaning for the solution of problems of a social nature. 

The presence of professional employment can render a cardinal influence on the person 

and the behaviour of a human being in such conditions. Dissatisfaction with social relations 

usually decreases when a person acquires a trade since it is the basic component of one's status 

and role in the social division of labor, and because salary (wage) determines the quality of life. 

Professional occupation channels personal efforts into work-related activities, which can 

decrease the ethnic and cultural tension if not eliminate it totally, and favors the development of 

professional skills (in particular, in multiethnic working teams). Professional occupation 

prevents discrimination (e.g. on the grounds of ethnicity) because it helps people judge others by 

their merits. A successful professional development (career) can imbue one with a feeling of 

stability and prosperity, even if different ethnic groups sometimes find themselves on different 

levels of the social ladder. 

However, an inverse phenomenon can occur when, as a result of various events a status 

quo is upset and different social and ethnic groups, which previously co-existed in peace side by 

side in one territory but lived in different ç social conditionsè as though divided by social time, 

come into motion.  

The blossoming of the world information society has provided to the widest circles the 

participation in new forms of interaction in the cyberspace, having in particular made access to 

information more democratic. Education, it would appear, as never before can carry out its 

inherent functions: promote sustainable development, overcome crisis situations and processes in 

the society, preserve the bases of civilization, help solve problems of sustenance of the person, 

his or her spiritual life, understanding of the identity and, finally, the socialization. However, it is 

not all as easy as it sounds. 

If social selection takes place more often during the choice of the place of study, the 

foundation for the cognitive abilities of a child are laid earlier, even before the child goes to 

school, at the level of preschool education. Preconditions of lagging behind in studies among 

descendants of poor families are present already at an early age, in view of the inability for the 

children in such families to attend preschool studies and establishments. This does not imply, 

however, that it is possible to overcome social inequality in education only by creating a large 

number of places in preschool establishments, at low prices. It is necessary to consider the 
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problem as a whole, including the educational level of parents, income, the level of regulation of 

the labour market, ethnic features, migrant background.  

 

 

Fig.1.Functions of modern education 

Professional education requires constant "updating" in difference to classical general 

education during which common knowledge is acquired of eternal cultural values existing 

outside of time, so to say. The general education is therefore more often acquired at an early age, 

it "impregnates" the person and forms consciousness; the person takes possession of knowledge 

necessary for an independent execution of a future social role, prepares him or her to have a 

position on various issues (in particular, not to come under influence of radical views); creates 

conditions for self-determination and socialization on the basis of socio-cultural, spiritual - moral 

values and the rules accepted in a society and norms of behaviour in the interests of the person, 

family, society and the state. 

The concept of life-long education, including informal, additional and regular further 

education is bound with an ever stronger positions. In so doing the interaction between the 

establishments of formal and informal education, including the possibility of accreditation and 

formalization of the previous and informal training of the person, his(her) individual experience 

will increase. The latter becomes more and more important in the process of expansion of the 

possibilities of unaided computerized training [Dynkin A.A., 2011: 215]. 

Updating the education system [Khokhlova, Khokhlov, 2014:92-93], re-thinking run-of-

the-mill pedagogical scenarios, overcoming the gap between school culture and youth culture, its 

claims to the quality of teaching from the position of integration of a person into socially useful 

activity, are capable of changing the situation in many respects. No matter how highly one might 

think about the importance of education as an inherent worth (see fig. 1), necessary for 
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understanding oneôs civic role in a society, one should not forget the purely pragmatic 

component of education. The acquisition of a trade and subsequent employment are basic 

elements of personal socialization that allows him or her to become integrated in the society. 

That is to say that the "foundation" (that is the element placed at the bottom of the drawing in fig. 

1) is the useful professional work required in the labour market. 

The level of socialization achieved as a result of training and allowing the person to be 

integrated in the society may be considered a yard-stick of received education. Acculturation of a 

person, especially a young person, will be all the more successful if the labour market is closer to 

his (her) personal knowledge, skills, aptitudes and needs (formed in the conditions of the 

environment in which he or she lives). An unemployed teenager will be bound to have a civic 

stand different from the one who has had vocational training with the prospect of paid work in 

the profession. 

Research unambiguously shows that a person with professional education adapts much 

easier in cardinally varying environment both in social and in professional quality. [Khokhlova, 

2005: 64-76].  The accelerating flexibility of  daily life provides to a prepared person the breadth 

of the conscious choice and the possibility to resist instability. Profession can be regarded as 

something quite important for 'building' the future in accordance with the demands of the 

markets and competition that needs constant innovation. It is especially evident in a crisis 

situation. However, the economic crisis aggravates the transformational crisis, and innovation 

stumbles upon those unprepared (who cannot or are not willing to adapt to the new situation). 

While a prepared person remains functional in the case of changes, he or she is ready to 

the solution of those new tasks which may be confronted, whereas the society as a whole can 

"resetò itself,  increase the social involvement of the person, enhance the number of the citizens 

who are able to do without social support of the state, to provide for themselves and to 

participate in the formation of riches of the country and to counter social instability in the 

society. As a whole professional employment as the source of acquisition of economic 

independence and expansion of opportunities can become an instrument of development 

irrespective of whether development of a person or long-term development of the society as a 

whole are meant.  

Professional knowledge is still one of main factors of social differentiation, a 

precondition for the division of labour in the future, and their lack a formula for social exclusion. 
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Abstract. The transformation of family is examined in the article. 
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The institution of family is one of the oldest human constructs. Traditionally, family is 

the primary agent of socialization for the younger generations, it aired the cultural foundation of 

society, its norms, laws and customs. 

But the peculiarity of the family is not only in the reproduction of social norms, patterns 

and practices, it also lies in the uniqueness of each family group and originality of its forms - 

family, thanks to this, it can be viewed from different angles and perspectives; it could be 

possible to learn its various forms, to describe the transformation of its features and ideological 

orientations through a wide range of methods. 

In the context of transforming reality, the internal policy of many countries aimed at 

supporting the institution of the family that is forced to adapt for the present: a shift of 

reproductive attitudes in young families, increasing the age of marriage, the number of divorces, 

and the relationship of spouses prevail individualistic values. Despite the fact that these trends 

are most acute in Western countries, there are also significant changes in the traditional concept 

of the family in Asia. A separate test for family advocates globalization, which brings both 

positive and negative sides. 

In Russian Federation the ongoing transformation of the family institution can be seen in 

statistics. According to the Federal State Statistics Service, in 1990 there were about 1.3 million 

marriages and more than half of them have been concluded between boys (52%) and girls (59%) 

aged 18 to 24 years; in 2013, there were slightly fewer marriages - about 1.2 million, but more 

than half of them (51% of grooms and brides 43%) already belong to the age group of 25 to 34 

years. In the interval from 1990 to 2013, the minimum number of marriages (just over 800 

thousands) Were concluded during the period of default in 1998, due to the difficult economic 

situation in the country. Based on these data, we can say that the general trend of marriage is 

preserved, although a shift of the main legitimizing age relationships for boys and girls. An 

interesting study was conducted by the All-Russian Public Opinion Research Center at the 

beginning of 2015. On the question "What, in your view, people marry for" more than half of 

Russians (60%) said the answer "for procreation"; For comparison, in a similar study in 1989, 

chose this answer 56% of respondents. Thus, we can conclude that the reproductive attitudes to 

people who marry, have remained the same, although demographic statistics show a decrease in 
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the birth rate in the country. At the time of the 1989 census, the fertility rate in the country was 

2.01 child per 1 woman (in town - 1.83; in rural areas - 2.63), by 2008, the coefficient dropped to 

1.50 (in the city ï 1.05; in rural areas - 2.01). These data indicate that the concept of family is 

changing Given the pace of the transformations taking place in society, of particular interest is 

the study of the image of the modern Russian family as a dynamic structure, changing each year 

under the influence of globalization processes. 
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Differences of Civic Engagement of Youth  

in Modern Russia: Real and Projective Behavior 

 
Elena A. Kolosova, Moscow 

 

Abstract. Article made within the grant of the Russian Scientific Foundation (project 

ˉ14-18-02016 çLifeworld of Russians and the evolution of the forms of their participation in 

the implementation of public and social transformation (1990-2010"). The paper considers the 

general situation of  civil and political activity of Russians among the other European countries. 

There are adduced the data of the All-Russian researches on the civic engagement of young 

people in our country. First presented results of the study made within the grant RNF conducted 

in 18 regions of the country 25-30 October 2014, representing the Central Russia, the Volga 

region, south of the country, the Urals, Siberia, the Far East, as well as two megalopolis - 

Moscow and St. Petersburg (representative sample was 1,750). 

 

Keywords: civic engagement; youth; lifeworld  

 

The civil activity is the desire and the need to create a society, association to defend and 

protect their rights or the rights of certain groups of citizens and the promotion of any values and 

freedoms [Andreeva, Kosterina, 2008: 397]. 

Youth civic engagement is closely related with the inclusion of the young in various 

youth communities, both formal and non-formal. An important factor in the realization of youth 

civic engagement is that young have common shared practices. In this case, the activity is 

directly linked with the possibility of individual self-fulfillment, the most important for young 

people is the assess of peers, and a sense of community, formed as a "collective identity" is a real 

guide of youth civic engagement. Consolidating factor can serve almost any idea, which 

corresponds to the priority values, needs, interests and goals in this age group. 

In the international comparative study "European Social Survey çESSè, respondents from 

24 European countries, including Russia, were asked about whether they had in the past 12 

months to undertake certain actions aimed at improving the situation in the country. Such actions 

include appeal to specific policies or to the national or local authorities; participation in the work 

of political parties and movements; participation in the work of other public organizations, 

associations; signing petitions, appeals, open letters; participation in authorized demonstrations; 

carrying or hanging symbols of any political, social, civil, environmental or other promotions or 

organization. In the ranking of countries, built on the basis of citizens' participation in at least 

one of these types of civic engagement, Russia ranked 22nd out of 24 positions. The proportion 

of those who participated in at least one form of activities, there was only 16%, while the vast 

majority (84%) did not participate in anything like that during this period. [Civic activism, 2014:  
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87-88]. Thus, the Russians were generally among the most passive citizens, losing by the activity 

level representatives of most European countries. 

Civic activism includes political practices, nonpolitical public practice, the hypothetical 

willingness to support social movements. Through a combination these components in life 

practices and attitudes all Russians can be divided into three main groups: "activists", 

"sympathetic" and "alienated" [Civic activism, 2014: 87-88]. 

Activism, according to a study in 2014, attracts mainly young people under 30 years old 

(13%), among people 61 and older - only 5%. Overall there are three age groups, in which are 

fixed significant differences in the level of activism - young people up to 30 years (the highest 

level of activity), the average age of 31-60 years (with an average level of activity, hardly any 

differences between adjacent cohorts 31-40 , 41-50 and 51-60 years) and elderly people over 60 

years (the lowest level of activism). 

The social activity is the phase of entry of young people into the space of civil activism. 

With the accumulation of experience, increasing the number of ongoing social practices, there is 

a gradual inclusion of citizens in political practice, more complex to master. 

Research centers revealed the last decade, the relatively low level of civic engagement of 

young people, especially in comparison with the older generation. This is evidenced by the 

results of a study conducted by the Institute of Sociology jointly with the F. Ebert in Russia in 

2007. The question was: "Did you participate in public and political life in the last year or two ? 

And if so, in what form? "Almost every second young Russian respondents (49%) gave a 

negative answer [Young people of the new Russia, 2007: 76-77]. According to the same study, 

youth is united mainly in five types of organizations: student, sports, political, trade union and 

charity. Underrepresented youth in Scouting and the environmental movement. 

Rather passive youth refers to forms of public initiative, as a collective accomplishment 

of the immediate environment, raising funds for people who find themselves in a difficult 

situation and work in local government. Young people are not attracted by this form of 

communication with the authorities, as the signing of various appeals, petitions, etc.  

At the same time, in the survey noticed a significant level of differentiation of the 

popularity of various forms of participation of the representatives of various social and 

professional groups. Thus, the most active are humanitarian, scientific and technical 

intelligentsia, military and law enforcement personnel. The lowest activity inherent workers, 

entrepreneurs, employees, trade and services. 

One of the forms of civic engagement can be considered membership in various public 

organizations. 52% of respondents in 2011 did not even know about the existence of political 

youth organizations. Only 32% of Russians are aware of the existence of the movement "Nashi", 
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16% of respondents know about "Molodaya Gvardia", youth organizations such as the "Liberal 

Democratic Party of Russia", "Greenpeace", "Volunteer" and so forth known by only 3% of 

respondents. The vast majority of respondents (81%) were unable to answer the open question 

"On what activities nationwide or regional political youth organizations, political movements 

you know or have heard something?" [Youth and Politics, 2011].  

Degree of personal involvement in community organizations among youth is still lower 

than the awareness about them. According to the national survey "Lifeworld of Russians and the 

evolution of the forms of their participation in the implementation of state and social 

transformation (1990-2000 years)" (RNF grant ˉ 14-18-02016) è, conducted in 2014, 68.5% of 

respondents are not members of any social organization. 12% of college youth consist in student 

unions. However, itôs difficult to judge the personal activity of the young man, his personal 

desire to become a member of a trade union organization, since this membership not only gives 

students the opportunity to use various types of benefits and compensation socio-economic 

nature, but is often have administrative and coercive nature from the management of universities. 

Each tenth respondents (10.2%) is positioning himself as a participant in sports organizations, a 

little less than 10% declare their membership in youth organization, and only 4.6% are engaged 

in volunteering. Despite the low level of participation of students in public organizations, in 

groups of young people with initial secondary and secondary special education, this figure is 

even lower (Table 1). 

Table 1 

Answers to the question "Are you a member of public organizations?" 

(more than one answer) 

 

 Education 

Elementary, 

junior 

secondary 

education 

Secondary 

and secondary 

special 

education 

Unfinished 

higher 

education 

Higher 

education 

Trade union 4,6 9,9 12,0 16,5 

A political party or association 0 0,8 0 4,8 

Cultural, musical, theatrical 

organization 

 

0,9 1,8 3,7 2,2 

Environmental organization 0 0,2 0,9 0,6 

Religious Community 0 1,3 0 2,8 

Sports 1,9 1,7 10,2 2,6 

Healthcare 0 0,6 1,9 1,2 

Youth 1,9 0,9 9,3 2,0 

Human rights 

 

0 0,1 0,9 1,6 
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Table 1 - continued 

Group of the protection of 

public order 

0 0,3 0 1,0 

Volunteer (care for older 

people, orphanages) 

0,9 1,0 4,6 2,2 

Women 0 0,2 0,9 1,0 

The protection of historical and 

cultural monuments 

0 0,2 0 0,4 

Another organization 0 0,6 1,9 1,6 

Arenôt a member of any 

organization  

92,6 84,7 68,5 71,0 

 

Meanwhile, there are various forms of active participation of students in online 

communities, music, sports and leisure organizations (this is the main area of interest and 

activity of students), and the proportion of those who involved in political, national-patriotic, 

legal organizations is significantly less. 

One of the manifestations of civil activity of the population is participation in 

conservation. The most active young citizens involved in keeping cleanliness in place they live 

(up to 24 years - 28%; 25-29 years - 32.6%), involved in the collection and recycling of waste 

(up to 24 years - 7.6%; 25-29 years - 5.6%), sometimes give money for environment protection 

activities and are involved in the collection of signatures and calls for the protection of nature the 

same number of young people (up to 24 years - 2.4%; 25-29 years - 1.3%). But the majority of 

the young by their own statements does not participate in the conservation of nature (up to 24 

years - 63%; 25-29 years - 64.8%). 

Expressed willingness to organize socially-useful work (subbotnik) to clean up in the 

forest area 44% of young people, willing to donate money to host such an event - 71%, take a 

direct part - 88%, to help unknown person - 78% [On the civilé; 2014]. 

The analyzed data show that real and projective (desired) behavior of young people in the 

context of civic engagement differ and what is considered as a proper civil behavior is not 

always realized in practice. 
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Abstract. The article discusses the concept of "social well-being" as one of the most 

important indicators of the state of society. The objective and subjective factors, influencing the 

social well-being, are studied. The authors analyze the political and economic components of this 

social phenomenon on the materials of a sociological survey of students of the Krasnodar 

territory. 
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 Social well-being is one of the most important indicators of the personal condition and 

society. In scientific literature there is no uniform definition of this concept. According to N. Ya. 

Lepeshkin, social well-being is understood as a complete social psychological state where the 

temporary emotional and estimated relation of the person, social group to the contents and 

conditions of their activity and actual behavioral samples are recorded [Lepeshkin, 2004: 10]. 

The studied category acts as the consciousness syndrome reflecting the attitude towards 

interrelation between the level of claims, depending on vital strategy, and the requirements 

satisfaction degree of vital strategy. It concerns various fields of the individual activity ï 

professional, family, educational, labor, leisure, political, economic [Shcherbakova, 2011:224- 

 225]. 

According to O. V. Kolomiyets, the role of social well-being in the personôs behavior is 

expressed, first of all, in his regulatory function: becoming motive of behavior, the health can be 

shown in various forms of activity and passivity of the personality [Kolomiets; 2012, p. 19]. 

Also it is an indicator of adaptation and sociocultural integration of the personality into society. 

Social well-being is estimated by most of authors as the multidimensional characteristic 

covering all aspects of human activity. It includes such indicators as confidence of the population 

in tomorrow, the social optimism degree, the material security level, active social adaptation, 

level of social tension in the country, etc. 

Social well-being is influenced by both objective and subjective factors. The subjective 

factors include social status, physical health, family and everyday situation [Kolomiets, 2012: 

22]; sense of the social system stability, confidence in the future, a sense of well-being and 

happiness [Eflova, 2014: 38]; nature and quality of social inclusion in all its areas, the 

satisfaction degree of social benefits that are available for using [Aslanova, 2012: 60]. The 
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objective is the level, life quality, economic, political, social and cultural changes in society 

[Eflova, 2014: 38]; activities of the authorities at the regional and federal level [Gritsenko, 2014: 

2]; istorricheskaya memory [Kolomiets, 2012: 19]; degree of confidence leading politicians and 

political structures [Laskovskiy, 2001]. 

Speaking about the factors which are affected the social well-being of Russians, the most 

scientists noted the globalization of Russian society. In addition, over the last year there have 

been events that could not exert any influence on the populationôs health. Among them there are 

Russia's success at the Olympics Sochi in 2014, joining the Crimea to the Russian Federation, 

the economic sanctions imposed by the West and retaliatory steps of the Russian government, 

and a number of others (the most important of them Russians celebrated as the "event of the 

year" 2014 poll FOM [Sobitie, 2014]). Especially these processes should relate the students as 

the most active category and affect their emotional and evaluative attitude towards Russia has 

spread to social and economic innovation. 

To identify the influence of the political events and economic changes that are taken 

place in the country over the last year to the students social well-being of Krasnodar Territory, 

the sociological study was conducted. The obtained data were compared with the results of the 

All -Russian poll conducted by Russian Public Opinion Research Center (WCIOM), Levada 

Center. 

Satisfaction with the political situation is related to several aspects, one of which is to 

assess the country's place in the modern world. It is significant that students appreciate Russian 

position highly enough. Thus, more than half of the respondents (56.6%) believe that "Russia has 

been and remained a great world power", almost a third (32.1%) are of the opinion that "Russia 

has ceased to be a great world power, but it can be" only 1.9% chose the answer "Russia has 

ceased to be a great world power, and no longer will it" and 9.4% found it difficult to assess. 

Such assessment reflects the relation of Russians in general to a position of Russia in the 

international scene, revealed during survey conducted by Levada Center: 68% of respondents 

consider Russia the great power now, 57% estimate a country role in the solution of the 

international problems as quite important, another 11% as solving [Pozitsii, 2015]. 

However, for 47.2% of the respondents the policy has a little impact on their lives, 39.6% 

reported a significant impact, 5.7% think that the policy does not affect them, and 7.5% did not 

answer this question. 

Sufficiently the low assessment of the impact of policies on the studentôs life can be 

traced from the responses to the question of the influence degree of Western sanctions and the 

response of the Russian government on socio-economic status of students. So, the question: "Do 

you think that after the imposition of sanctions against Russia and retaliatory sanctions your 
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life?", to which 43.7% of respondents answered "not changed", 34.8% of respondents chose the 

answer "has become a bit worse "5.9% noted a significant deterioration of the quality of their 

lifes and 4.4% - a significant improvement, 11.2% did not answer this question. 

According to the results of opinion poll (February 2015) of Russian Public Opinion 

Research Center (VCIOM) this tendency can be explained by the Russian citizens in the 

complication of the economic situation in the country blame primarily economic conjuncture, 

rather than political events. Drop in oil prices as the main reason indicated 44% of young people 

aged 18 to 24 years and 37% - from 25 to 34 years, to second place respondents put Western 

sanctions (19% and 24%, respectively) [Sanktsii, 2015]. 

Based on the results of answers to the previous question, it is worth to note that "has not 

changed" (43.7%) and "a little worse" (34.8%), the economic situation of the students is contrary 

to the assessment of life settlements quality, in which they live: 36 3% of respondents noted 

minor improvements and 32.6% believe that their life in the settlement was "significantly better"; 

18.5% did not notice any changes, 7, 4% and 3.0% thought that there was a "slight" and 

"significant" deterioration of life in the village, respectively, and 2.2% were undecided. From the 

above data it can be concluded that there is a serious discrepancy in the responses, indicating a 

lack of communication of their own economic situation and the City - the place of residence of 

the respondents. This tendency can also be seen in the answers to the following two questions. 

In the short term (in a year) students predict an economic situation in the country more 

positively. So, nearly a half of respondents (47,4%) consider what to live "it will be much better" 

and "it is a little better", than now, 5,9% and 41,5% respectively; however, a third of respondents 

(33,3%) assess future economic situation as "is a little worse" and "is much worse", than now, 

25, 9% and 7,4% respectively; only 7,4% which answered consider that there will be no changes 

in the economic sphere and 11,9% found it difficult to answer. 

In general such positive assessment reflects the regional specifics of the interrogated. 

According to Public Opinion Foundation at the general tendency of increase in number of the 

Russians recognizing existence in the country of an economic crisis (from 62% in January, 2015 

to 71% in February, 2015), the Southern Federal District which part Krasnodar Krai is, is the 

region with the smallest indicators: it is considered that in Russia there is an economic crisis of 

55% of respondents, its absence declare 24%, 18% found it difficult to answer [Kak 

skazyivaetsja, 2015]. 

This tendency is also reflected in the rather high level assessment of student youth of 

their financial situation, which the majority of respondents (73.5%) rated as "high" and 

"medium" - 9.1% and 64.4%, respectively; 26.5% of respondents indicated a low level by the 



Part 2. Social Structure and Processes 

 

 107  

following answers to the question: "The money is only enough for basic food and clothing" 

(25.9%) and "I live in extreme poverty" (0.6%). 

Unlike quite positive assessment of the economic situation in the country, according to 

the respondents, in the near future, Russia will be in a "crisis" and "stagnation", 33.0 % and 

20.8% respectively. More positive assessment of our country's development in the coming years 

is given by the 40.6% of respondents, so answer: "Russia is stabilized" is chosen by the 30.2% 

and 10.4% of respondents who believe in the progressive development; 5.6% did not answer this 

question. 

The exit from the crisis situation of the respondents is associated with the President's 

activities. Thus, according to the respondents "to ensure the successful development of Russia 

will" primarily "President" - 71.7% of the respondents; just over a third of the students (35.8%) 

chose the answer "people" and third place in this ranking took "a strong and authoritative 

political party" and "Federal Government", which received 30.2%. (Amount of responses 

exceeds 100% because the procedure could poll select several options). 

Results of  Kuban students survey is reflected the political mood of society as a whole. 

Most national surveys show high rating indicators of the President of the Russian Federation. 

According to VtsIOM, Putin V.V. confidence index is the highest among all the country's 

politicians (64 points) [Doverie, 2015]; according to research by FOM 76% of the population are 

ready for elections to vote for him [V. Putin, 2015]. Much less trust among Russians is the 

Government. According to the Levada Center's study is admitted the less than a third of 

respondents the existence of the Russian Federation Government of sound economic program 

(31%), even as many suggest that the program is not thought out, there is only a very general 

idea of what to do in these circumstances. The remaining (38%) deny the existence of well-

designed programs or undecided [Trevozhashchie problemy, 2015]. 

In our view, it's interesting to provide an answer to questions about the most 

pressing, unsolved problems affecting Russian society and students personally. The 

most important social problems students have carried the following: 

1) price increase - 56.6%; 

2) low income - 53.8%; 

3) ensuring economic stability - 37.3%. 

Thus, as our research shows, for today's college students are characterized by 

fairly positive assessment of such objective factors influencing the social well-being, as 

the standard of living, economic and political changes in society, the activities of the 

authorities at the federal level, etc. However, the development of this problem is important 

from the standpoint of strengthening the integration of the population, optimization, public 
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relations and development programs of economic, political and socio-cultural development as a 

nation, as a whole and its separate regions. 

In conclusion we would like to note that the study of social well-being of young 

people, especially in the economic and political aspects, should be the subject of 

constant attention society concerned with the internal unity and harmony. The 

development of this problem is important from the standpoint of strengthening the 

integration of the population, the optimization of social relations and the development 

of programs of economic, political and socio-cultural development as the country as a 

whole and its individual regions. 
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Abstract. The paper describes peculiarities of formation of citizenship and patriotism of 

the high school students, as well as the role of school in the development of civic position and 

patriotic values of senior pupils. The results of researches, conducted in 2008 and 2012 are 

summarized and compared.  
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One of the major mechanisms of the national solidarity maintenance is the formation and 

transmission of patriotic values. Under the conditions of the Russian society transformation: 

political, socio-economic, socio-demographic changes that took place in the 90-s of XX century, 

- patriotism has lost its significance in the minds of many people [Lysak, Nalivaychenko, 2013: 

4-5;  Kuzmina, 2015:2-3].The issue of civic and patriotic education of individuals attracts a 

growing interest in the scientific community, so there are a lot of scientific publications on the 

problem of formation of patriotic consciousness of individuals of different age groups. 

Researchers note that the main task at the current stage of social development is to recreate 

values, orientations, ideals, that are essential for the maintenance of normal functioning of the 

system of social and state institutions [Konstantinov, 2007:368]. The patriotic issue attracts an 

increasing attention at the level of state regulation: the basic principles of the state policy and 

legal regulation of relations in the sphere of education in Russia are the principles of formation 

of civic and patriotic consciousness, promotion of legal culture, and inculcation of the respect for 

the environment [The Federal Law çOn Education in the Russian Federationè; 2012:11], 

moreover, the new State Program, focused on the patriotic education of citizens of the Russian 

Federation was developed. The first such program for the period of 5 years was adopted in 2001. 

The program had the following goals: top reserve social stability, to restore the national 

economy, to strengthen defense capability of the state[Resolution of the Government of the 

Russian Federation,2001].During 2006-2015, two more programs of patriotic education of 

citizens were developed, and in 2015the Government of the Russian Federation presented a draft 

program namedçPatriotic Education of Citizens of the Russian Federation for2016-2020è, that 

should provide the necessary conditions to increase the level of civil responsibility for the fate of 

the country, to enhance the citizens' readiness to defend their homeland, to increase the level of 
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consolidation of the Russian society, to involve citizens in the process of protection, to ensure 

maintenance and strengthening of the power of the Russian Federation, to ensure 

intergenerational continuity, to strengthen citizens' sense of belonging to the history and culture 

of Russia [Resolution of the Government of the Russian Federation, 2015]. 

The senior school age (11-17 years) is considered as a separate age category in the 

çPatriotic Education of Citizens of the Russian Federation for2016-2020è [Resolution of the 

Government of the Russian Federation; 2015]. The senior school age is an important stage of 

life, as during this period schoolchildren learn basic values that are necessary for the social 

interaction, and also the foundation of lifestyle, life priorities, civic position are formed during 

this life stage [Pashkevich, 2009:126]. Individuals also develop their own point of view on 

current social problems and possible ways of their solution, as well as go through the life and 

professional self-determination processes during the period of school education [Milekhin, 2011: 

8-9; Shakurova, 2013:161-162].The senior school age is also a period of developing of a sense of 

identity and learning of new social roles [Milekhin, 2011:9]. 

It has been almost 10 years since July 18, 2005 when the State Program çPatriotic 

Education of Citizens of the Russian Federation for 2006-2010è was adopted. Certainly, the 

implementation of the Programôs ideas influenced the civic and patriotic education of young 

people. So, what is the situation today in the sphere of civic and patriotic education of Russian 

school students? What are the dynamics of young peopleôs attitudes over the past10 years? To 

answer these and similar questions the research group of the Institute of Sociology of the Russian 

Academy of Sciences conducted a survey of the senior school children from Magadan, Moscow, 

Nizhnevartovsk, Troitsk, Lyubertsy, Obninsk and Langepas in 2012.This study was a part of the 

research project named çThe trends of socialization and the problems of social adaptation of 

children, youth and adolescents in modern Russiaè. The sample included526 high school 

students aged from 13 to 18 years. The research data were processed by the çVORTEXè.The 

sample distribution according to sex was 42, 5% males and 57, 5 % females. 

The data were compared with the results of the research çFormation of a civic and 

patriotic position of youth and adolescents in Russiaè, that included a survey of the senior school 

pupils from Nizhnevartovsk, Belgorod, Tver, Magadan, Leninogorsk and several towns of the 

Moscow region, and was conducted by the research group in 2008. The sample included 570 

senior school students aged from 12 to 18 years. The research data were processed by the 

çVORTEXè. The sample distribution according to sex was 41 % males and 59 % females.  

School, where an adolescent spends most of the time, is one of the basic institutions that 

are obliged to provide patriotic education of school children. The data of the survey conducted as 

a part of the research projectçThe trends of socialization and the problems of social adaptation of 
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children, youth and adolescents in modern Russiaè, allows to identify the dominant value 

orientations of the modern senior pupils and to define the basic characteristics of the high school 

students in terms of the level of their civic consciousness and the level of their concern about 

social problems. 

According to the Program çPatriotic Education of Citizens of the Russian Federation for 

2016-2020èthe educational process should contribute to increasing of the school childrenôs level 

of knowledge of Russian literature, culture, geography and local lore [Resolution of the 

Government of the Russian Federation,2015].The high level of senior pupilsô motivation to study 

school subjects aimed at the patriotic education is one of the main factors that ensure successful 

acquisition of these knowledge. According to the research, conducted by the research group from 

the Institute of Sociology of the Russian Academy of Sciences, such subjects as literature, 

geography, music, world art culture, history and arts, do not occupy the first positions in the list 

of the most important subjects, from the high school studentsô point of view (Table 1). However, 

it is worth noting that, after mathematics, school children prioritize Russian (that contributes to 

the increasing of the pupilsô level of knowledge of Russian culture and Russian values) and 

social studies (that directly effect senior pupilsô learning of social norms and contribute to the 

formation of their civic position). 

 

Table 1 

Distribution of answers to the question: çWhat school subjects do you consider to be the 

most important?è. 

 

Answer variants The number of 

respondents who 

chose the answer 

Percentage of 

respondents who 

answered the 

question 

Percentage of total 

respondents 

Physics 134 26,7 25,5 

Chemistry 81 16,1 15,4 

History 110 21,9 20,9 

Geometry 53 10,6 10,1 

Mathematics 273 54,4 51,9 

Social Studies 145 28,9 27,6 

Russian 257 51,2 48,9 

Biology 94 18,7 17,9 

Literature 68 13,5 12,9 

Basics of vital 

functions safety 

18 3,6 3,4 
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Table 1 - continued 

Geography 39 7,8 7,4 

Music 3 0,6 0,6 

Informatics 45 9,0 8,6 

Physical Training 56 11,2 10,6 

Arts 4 0,8 0,8 

World art culture 1 0,2 0,2 

Labour Training 3 0,6 0,6 

Technical Drawing 5 1,0 1,0 

Law 7 1,4 1,3 

Economics 3 0,6 0,6 

Ecology 1 0,2 0,2 

Foreign languages 149 29,7 28,3 

All school subjects 54 10,8 10,3 

Noanswer 34 6,8 6,5 

Total 502 326,1* 95,4 

*The sum exceeds 100% as each respondent could mark more than one answer. 

 

The priority of such subjects as mathematics and Russian can be explained by the fact 

that these subjects are compulsory for passing the Unified State Exam, and due to the fact that 

89% of respondents are going to enter the higher educational institution (Fig.1), the successful 

passing of exams in mathematics and Russian is the primary goal for senior pupils. Such school 

subjects as a foreign language and social studies occupy the next positions in order of 

importance. The second language skills are necessary for building a successful career and the 

pupils who are good in foreign languages are more likely to get an education or a job abroad and 

to hold the high positions in the future. And knowledge of social studies is necessary for entering 

the higher educational institution in the faculties of law, management, marketing, economics, 

advertising, etc.).History and literature that lay the foundations of patriotic education are sixth 

and ninth respectively in the rating of the most important school subjects, according to the data 

of survey of high school students. It can be stated that senior pupilsô choice of the most 

important school subjects depends on what subjects are required for passing the Unified State 

Exam and for entering the higher educational institution. So, such subjects as literature, 

geography, music, world culture, history and arts fade into the background. 
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Fig.1. Distribution of answers to the question: çAre you going to enter the higher 

educational institution after finishing school?è(Percentage of respondents who answered 

the question). 

According to the research data (Table 2) the main motives of the senior pupils to attend 

school are the following: to acquire new knowledge (80% of respondents), to get a certificate 

that is necessary for entering the higher educational institution(71%),to communicate with 

friends (40%), to get a good job (38%). 

Thus, firstly, a school is a mechanism that helps to meet the school childrenôs needs in 

acquiring of new knowledge. Secondly school is a channel of social mobility that helps to reach 

a high social position in the future: school diploma entitles to apply for admission to higher 

educational institution that means achieving of the student status (according to the research, 89% 

of respondents are going to enter a higher educational institution after completing of school 

education); and the knowledge gained at school can contribute to getting a good job in the future. 

Table 2 

 Distribution of answers to the question: çWhy do you go to school?è 
 

Answer variants The number of 

respondents who 

chose the answer 

Percentage of 

respondents who 

answered the 

question 

Percentage of 

total respondents 

To get a certificate that is 

necessary for entering the higher 

educational institution 

372 70,9 70,7 
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Table 2 - continued 

To communicate with friends 211 40,2 40,1 

In order not to upset my parents 27 5,1 5,1 

To enjoy the process of learning 39 7,4 7,4 

For nothing, it is just an 

obligation 

14 2,7 2,7 

To acquire new knowledge 422 80,4 80,2 

To get a good job 198 37,7 37,6 

Noanswer 2 0,4 0,4 

Total 525 244,8* 99,8 

*The sum exceeds 100% as each respondent could mark more than one answer. 

 

Finally, school is a special space where, through the interpersonal interaction with peers 

the acquisition of social skills and the identification with certain social groups occur - 70% of 

respondents agreed that they feel their belonging to their class group (Table 3). 

Table 3 

Distribution of answers to the question: çDo you feel affiliation with your class collective?è 

 

Answer variants The number of 

respondents who 

chose the answer 

Percentage of 

respondents who 

answered the 

question 

Percentage of 

total 

respondents 

Yes, I do 367 70,3 69,8 

No, I donôt 63 12,1 12,0 

There is no collective in our class 53 10,2 10,1 

Sometimes I do, sometimes I don't 24 4,6 4,6 

Noanswer 15 2,9 2,9 

Total 522 100,0 99,2 

The consciousness of belonging to the class collective is a starting point for the formation 

and development of civicism and patriotism: before you become a citizen and patriot of your 

small or big homeland, it is necessary to learn to be responsible for the obligations imposed by 

the community you belong to (family, class, school, etc.), and to learn to be proud of them 

[Nikulina, 2009:03]. Taking into account such a high level of senior pupilsô self-identification 

with class collective, we can surmise that there is a successful background for the patriotic 

education at school.  
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The research data shows that high school students also feel affiliation with social groups 

outside the school environment. The respondents identify themselves with such groups as peers, 

who attend extra-curricular activities (38%), neighborhood community (28%), and online 

communities (24%). It should be noted that more than a third of respondents are involved in 

extracurricular activities, and according to the Program çPatriotic Education of Citizens of the 

Russian Federation for2016-2020è, these activities can contribute to the reproduction of high 

culture values and the healthy lifestyle values [Resolution of the Government of the Russian 

Federation: 2015]. 

The Program is also aimed at the forming of senior pupilsô active civic position. As 

school is the main place where the high school students can take the initiative and defend their 

point of view, first of all we should answer the following questions: 1) From the senior pupilsô 

point of view, what aspects of school life can be affected by them? 2) Whether high school 

students tried to use their ability to influence any school activities, and what were the results of 

these efforts? 3) Which factors hinder the senior pupilsô initiative?  

Data of the survey of the high school students show that there are certain spheres of 

school life that can be influenced by senior pupils.   These spheres are mainly associated with the 

organization of the additional school events, such as discotheques, trips and other forms of extra-

curricular activities (65% of respondents said they can influence this aspect of school life); 46% 

of respondents said that they can influence the organization of the school clubs activity, 22% of 

respondents expressed their unawareness about the ways of their participation in decision-

making process on the organization of the school clubs activity. More than a half of the 

respondents (53%) said they can affect the marking, while 14% of respondents are not informed 

of whether they can do anything to change their school marks. 41% of respondents think they 

can contribute to the teacher-pupil conflict resolution, and this fact demonstrates the 

democratization of the education system, respect for the pupilôs personality and respect for the 

pupilôs opinion. However, 24% of respondents found it difficult to answer the question, what can 

be explained by the absence of necessity in participation of senior pupils in resolution of these 

conflicts, by absence of such conflicts at school or by high school studentsô indifference to the 

teacher-pupil relationships. 

According to the senior pupils, they have no opportunity to affect school activities, 

associated with the organization of the educational process: 68% of respondents believe that they 

have no opportunity to choose the teachers (while the teachers are the main agents of senior 

pupils socialization and the translators of cultural and moral values); 67% of respondents, said 

they canôt effect the teaching methods (while in fact that pupilôs interest to the school subjects 

depends on the teaching method); 62% of respondents believe that they canôt influence the 
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organization of the school feeding; 52% of respondents think they canôt effect the selection of 

the school subjects and education programs; 50% of respondents believe they have no 

opportunity to influence the home task requirements. 

The respondentsô opinions on the question: çHave you tried to affect any of these 

aspects?è divided. A half of respondents (51%) said they havenôt try to influence any of these 

aspects of the school life, 44% of respondents attempted to change something in their school and 

5% of respondents were undecided (Fig. 2). 

 

Fig.2. Distribution of answers to the question: ç Have you tried to effect any of these 

aspects?è (Percentage of respondents who answered the question). 

26% of respondents who tried to participate in the school life decision making, tried to 

influence the organization ofout of school events and festivities, 26% of respondents tried to 

effect the marking, 11% of respondents tried to influence the selection of the school subjects and 

the same percentage of respondents participated in conflicts resolution (Table 4). 

 

Table 4 

  

Distribution of answers to the question: çIf you changed something in the school life, what 

exactly have you done?è 

 
Answer variants The number of 

respondents who chose 

the answer 

Percentage of 

respondents who 

answered the question 

Selection of teachers 2 0,9 

Selection of additional school activities 21 9,3 

Participation in social life 2 0,9 

Introduction of school uniform 4 1,8 

School marks correction 36 15,9 

Organization of school feeding 2 0,9 

 

Yes No No answer 
 

 

50 

45 

40 

3 

30 

25 

20 

15 

10 

5 

0 



Part 2. Social Structure and Processes 

 

 118  

Table 4 - continued 

Methods of teaching, home task 

requirements 

14 6,2 

Selection of the school subjects, career 

guidance 

25 11,1 

Conversation with a teacher, expression 

of opinion 

3 1,3 

Organization of out of school events and 

festivities 

58 25,7 

Organization of school activities 23 10,2 

Conflicts resolution 24 10,6 

Noanswer 73 32,3 

Total 226 127,0*  

*The sum exceeds 100% as each respondent could mark more than one answer. 

The main reasons why senior school children didnôt try to influence school life ï lack of 

the sense of involvement in the decision-making process (31% of respondents said çI guess itôs 

not my businessè), unawareness about the mechanisms of influence on the decision-making 

process (29%), absence of need to change the school life (22%), self-doubt (20%), unwillingness 

to spend the time and energy (17%). 

Table 5  

Distribution of answers to the question: çIf you have never tried to affect any 

 of these aspects, what were the reasons?è 

 

Answer variants The number of 

respondents who chose 

the answer 

Percentage of respondents 

who answered the question 

I guess itôs not my business 148 30,8 

I didnôt know how to do it 138 28,7 

I didnôt believe it will be end 

with success 

98 20,4 

I didnôt want to spend the time 

and energy on it 

83 17,3 

I was afraid of consequences 40 8,3 

I didnôt get the support of my 

classmates 

36 7,5 

I didnôt get the support of my 

teachers 

48 10,0 

I didnôt get the support of my 

parents 

8 1,7 

I donôt have a need to change 

the school life 

105 21,8 
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Table 5- continued 

It is not possible/ no one listen 

to me 

30 6,2 

No answer 48 10,0 

Total 481 162,6* 

*The sum exceeds 100% as respondents could mark more than one answer 

Thus, despite the fact that the senior pupils have some experience in defending of their 

own position at school, there is a problem of school childrenôs unawareness about the ways they 

can participate in the decision making process and effect the school life, as well as a problem of 

senior pupilsô self-doubt. In this regard, the school educational process should include informing 

of high school students about the mechanisms of decision making at school and the ways they 

can affect these decisions. 

One of the indicators of active citizenship is the individualôs participation in political 

parties and movements. According to the research data, there are two large groups of senior 

school children: 1) senior pupils who are not going to take part in the political life of a society 

though participation in political parties and movements (48% of respondents); 2) senior pupils 

who postpone their participation in these activities to a later, more mature age(16% of the 

respondents plan to begin participating in political parties and movements after 30 years, 15% of 

respondent ï at the age of 18-23 years, and 14% of respondents ï at the age of 24-30 years). 

Table 6 

Distribution of answers to the question: çAt what age would you like to start 

participating in political parties, movements?è 

 

Answer variants The number of 

respondents who chose 

the answer 

Percentage of respondents 

who answered the question 

I have already started 

participating in political parties, 

movements 

10 2,0 

Before turning 18 years old 18 3,5 

At the age of 18-23 years 77 15,1 

At the age of 24-30 years 73 14,3 

After turning 30 years old 82 16,1 

I will not participate in political 

parties, movements 

242 47,5 

No answer 7 1,4 

Total 509 100,0 
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The fact that almost a half of the respondents are not going to express their civil position 

through participation in political parties and movements is somewhat disturbing. In this regard, it 

is important to inform the senior pupils about the ways they can participate in the political life 

and influence the social processes through such participation. 

The program of citizenship education should provide for voluntary inclusion of children 

and young people in the process of solving of social, environmental, cultural, economic and 

other issues that take place on the level of family, school, village, district, city, region and 

country [Resolution of the Government of the Russian Federation, 2001]. Senior pupilsô 

awareness about the problems of the country and a sense of belonging to these problems are the 

indicators of certain level of patriotic consciousness. According to the research, senior pupils are 

most concerned about the problem of access to higher education (60% of respondents). Also high 

school pupils pointed the problems of bureaucracy corruption (47%), the deteriorating state of 

the environment (46%), poor quality work of health authorities (38%), ineffective public policy 

(36%), limitation of the rights and freedoms of young people (35%), intensification of nationalist 

feelings (35%). Senior pupilsô concern about the problems that take place in Russia indicates the 

young peoplesô interest in social events, but it is necessary to provide for the governmentôs 

response to these problems. So, the level of patriotic consciousness of young people as well as 

the level of patriotic consciousness of the more mature citizens can be increased through the 

improvement of the access to education, finding solution to the problem of corruption, 

improvement of the quality of the health authoritiesô work. 

Despite the fact that senior pupils in general are not indifferent to the problems of their 

country, the value of the countryôs welfare is not dominated in their minds (Figure 3). Senior 

school children prioritize such values as parents and family (61% of respondents), friends (57%), 

health (53%) and love (50%). Such values as education (34%), interesting work (31%) and 

career (31%), money (26%), security (24%), development of skills and abilities (22%) are the 

next in this rating of values. The value of the countryôs welfare is dominated by such values as 

independence (20%) comfort (17%), free time (16%).  
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Fig.3. Distribution of answers to the question: çWhat is most important for you in 

life?è(Percentage of respondents who answered the question. The sum exceeds 100% as 

each respondent could mark more than one answer). 

 

 Thus, the priority values of the senior pupils are associated with personal well-being 

(health, parents, love, friends, security), material well-being (money, career), self-realization and 

self-development (interesting work, education, development of skills and abilities). Therefore, in 

order to increase the level of the senior pupilsô patriotism it is necessary to provide the 

conditions under which it will be possible for young people to achieve their life goals in the 

future. And it is also important to translate the values of patriotism at schools and in the mass 

media. 

 The respondents were also asked questions concerning their own understanding of the 

word çpatriotismè, and questions concerning their readiness to behave in a patriotic manner. 

Through the comparison of the results of two surveys, carried out in 2008 and 2012, we can 

follow the dynamics of the young peopleôs patriotic attitudes. The comparison shows that the 

senior pupilsô understanding of the word çpatriotè have not changed a lot over 4 years, but we 

can observe some new trends in the young peopleôs interpretations of this word. 

Table 7  

Distribution of answers to the question: ç What does it mean to be a patriot today?è 

 

Answer variants 2008 (%) 2012 (%) 

 

To love homeland and to be proud of the 

homeland 

83 84,9 
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Table 7 - continued 

To live in your country 17,4 17,5 

To know the history of your country 44,9 40,1 

In case of need to protect the interests of your 

country by using arms 

39,5 26,4 

To observe the state laws 24,2 20,3 

To work honestly for the welfare of homeland 24,0 25,1 

To participate in the elections, to take part in the 

political life of the country 

5,3 14,6 

Not to avoid serving in the army 13,9 10,8 

To love your family members and close ones 14,7 16,0 

Difficult to answer, other 1,2 4,4 

Each respondent could mark more than one answer. 

 

As we can see, the number of young people who are ready to protect the interests of the 

country by using the arms in case of need has decreased, despite the fact that the state program of 

patriotic education had become intensive enough by 2012. In 2008 about every fourth senior 

pupil thought that being a patriot means to observe the state laws, while in 2012 only about every 

fifth respondent thought in the same way. But the number of senior pupils who believe that being 

a patriot involves participation in the elections, in the political life of the country has tripled 

since 2008 to 2012 (from 5% to 15%). Thus, the profile of patriotism has shifted toward non-

military behavior. It is of interest that only 17% of respondents pointed out living in oneôs 

country as an important characteristic of patriot. However the main indicators of patriotism 

remain the same ï being patriot, according to the respondents, means to love homeland and to be 

proud of the homeland, to know the history of the homeland, and to protect the interests of the 

country by using the arms in case of need. 

As for the self-determination of young people, it should be noted that in 2012 more than a 

half of senior pupils said they consider themselves patriots. About 20% of respondents said they 

canôt call themselves patriots, and the same percentage found it difficult to answer question 

about patriotic self-determination. 
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Fig.4. Distribution of answers to the question: çAre you a patriot?è(Percentage of 

respondents who answered the question). 

It was important for the researchers to find out how do the young people evaluate their 

prospects of life in Russia, whether they are going to live in Russia or in another country. So, the 

respondents were asked the following question: çWould you like to live in another country?è. 

Table 8 

Distribution of answers to the question: ç Would you like to live in another country?è. 

 

Answer variants The number of 

respondents who chose 

the answer 

Percentage of respondents 

who answered the question 

Yes, I would 315 59,9 

No, I wouldnôt 128 24,3 

I would like to work in 

another country for a time, 

but return to Russia after that 

5 1,0 

I would like to change my 

country 

24 4,6 

No answer 51 9,7 

Total 523 99,4 

 

According to the research data, only every sixth respondent think that being a patriot 

includes living in homeland. But despite the fact that 60% of respondents (more than a half of 

respondents) call themselves patriots, the same percentage of young people said that they would 

like to live in another country, not in Russia. In 2008 only every fourth respondent wanted to live 

in another country (not in Russia).  As the Table 9 shows, the girls are more likely to leave their 
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country, than the boys. And the percentage of boys who want to change their country is higher 

than the percentage of girls who want to change their country.  

Table 9 

Distribution of answers to the question: ç Would you like to live in another country?è 

according to sex of respondents (2012). 

 

Answer variants Males (%) Females (%) Total 

Yes, I would 55,5 62,9 59,8 

No, I wouldnôt 27,5 23,1 25,0 

I would like to work in another 

country for a time, but return to 

Russia after that 

1,4 0,7 1,0 

I would like to change my 

country 

6,0 3,7 4,7 

No answer 9,6 9,5 9,6 

Total 100,0 100,0 100,0 

 

Taking into account the fact that ourcountry covers a large area, it is reasonable to expect 

that the views of young people from Moscow differ from the views of young people from 

Nizhnevartovsk, Magadan and other Russian cities. In order to define the possible differences in 

views of senior pupils from different cities, we have analyzed the data of a small pilot study. The 

survey of young people from Magadan and Moscow was carried out in 2012. The sample 

included 155 respondents aged from 14 to 20 years. The research data were processed by the 

çVORTEXè. The sample distribution according to sex was 47 % males and 53 % females. The 

research was intended to identify young peopleôs understanding of concept of civicism.   

Table 10 

Distribution of answers to the question: çWhat does to be a citizen of the country mean? è 

 
Answer variants Young people 

from Magadan 

(%) 

Young people from  

Moscow (%) 

To feel responsibility for everything 

that happens in the country 

9,8 14,8 

To love the motherland 57,4 47,7 

To behave in accordance with Russian 

laws 

62,3 34,1 

To work for the welfare of motherland 24,6 23,9 

To defend the homeland 42,6 54,5 
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Table 10 - continued 

To be active in the social life 21,3 14,8 

To participate in social movements, 

political parties  

6,6 10,2 

To know the history of your country 

and to preserve national traditions 

54,1 53,4 

To strive for personal well-being and 

for the well-being of your family 

members and close ones 

24,6 39,8 

Other 1,6 5,5 

Total 100,0 100,0 

Each respondent could mark more than one answer. 

The research data show significant differences in the understanding of civicism between 

young people from Moscow and Magadan.  62% of respondents from Moscow said that being a 

citizen means to behave in accordance with Russian laws, and 55% respondents from Magadan 

said that being a citizen means first of all to defend the homeland.  

Thus, the concept of civicismfrom the point of view of young people from Moscow 

includes such components as to behave in accordance with Russian laws (62% of respondents), 

to love the motherland, to know the history of your country and to preserve national traditions, to 

defend the homeland. The conception of civicism according to the young people from Magadan 

includes such behavior as to defend the homeland, to know the history of the motherland and to 

preserve national traditions, to love the motherland, to strive for personal well-being and for the 

well-being of your family members and close ones. 

In sum, the following aspects of the civic-patriotic education of high school students 

should be noted. School is a special space where, through the interpersonal interaction with peers 

the acquisition of social skills and the identification with certain social groups occur. 70% of 

respondents feel their affiliation with the class group. Such a high level of senior pupilsô self-

identification with their classmates indicates a successful background for the patriotic education 

at school.  

Data of the survey of high school students show that there are certain spheres of school 

life that can be influenced by senior pupils.  More than 40% of respondents believe they can 

contribute to the teacher-pupil conflict resolution, and this fact demonstrates a high level of 

young peopleôs self-evaluation and self-esteem as well as the democratic style of teacher-pupil 

interaction and the teachersô respect for the pupilsô personality and rights. 

The main reasons why senior school children didnôt try to influence school life are a lack 

of the sense of involvement in the decision-making process, unawareness about the mechanisms 
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of influence on the decision-making process, absence of need to change the school life. 

Therefore it is important to allow senior pupils to take initiative and show them the ways of 

influence on the school life. Otherwise, the young people will become apathetic and indifferent 

to the education process and school life. 

The research showed that high school students are concerned about the problems that take 

place in their country; however it is necessary to provide for the governmentôs response to these 

problems. The level of patriotic consciousness of young people can be increased through the 

improvement of the access to education, finding solution to the problem of corruption, 

improvement of the quality of the health authoritiesô work.  

School subjects and values of senior pupils are not absolutely complementary. For 

example, senior school children have a need for knowledge of foreign languages that will help 

them to increase their social mobility. However, according to the programs of patriotic 

education, a sense of belonging to the history and culture of Russia, formation of the civic-

patriotic consciousness can be reached through teaching of such school subjects as literature and 

history. But these subjects are not priority for young people, according to the survey. So, it is 

necessary to take measures that will ensure the interesting and fascinating teaching of these 

subjects.  

How does the patriotic consciousness of young people manifest itself? 60% of 

respondents (more than a half of respondents) call themselves patriots. And the same percentage 

of young people want to live in another country (not on Russia). In 2008 the percentage of 

respondents wanted to live in Russia was two times higher. This is surprising if we take into 

account the fact that the program of patriotic education has been implemented in education 

institutes since 2001.  

As for the senior pupilsô understanding of the word çpatriotismè, in 2012 the most part of 

respondents (85%) thought that being a patriot means to love the homeland, 40% of respondents 

said that patriotism includes knowing of the history of homeland and 26% (40% in 2008) thought 

that being a patriot involves readiness to the interests of the country by using arms in case of 

need. So, the number of young people who are ready to protect the interests of the country by 

using the arms in case of need has significantly decreased. But the number of senior pupils who 

believe that being a patriot involves participation in the elections, in the political life of the 

country has tripled since 2008 to 2012 (from 5% to 15%). Thus, the profile of patriotism has 

shifted toward non-military behavior. However the main indicators of patriotism remain the 

same ï being patriot, according to the respondents, means to love the homeland and to be proud 

of the homeland, to know the history of the homeland, and to protect the interests of the country 

by using the arms in case of need. 
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Today, as seven years ago the statement of one if the participants of the round-table 

discussionçCivic Culture of studentsè continues to be relevant. According to this statement, the 

patriotic norms and standards shouldnôt be imposed from the top down and it is important to 

encourage the patriotic activity of young people. Patriotism today covers such spheres of life as 

ecology, politics, economics, science and culture. And being a patriot means taking personal 

responsibility for the integrity of the country, its security and welfare [Romanenko, 2008:32]. 

References: 

LysakI.V., NalivaychenkoI.V. (2013). Patriotizm: otzhyv shayat cennosti li aktualnyy 

trend? [Patriotism: the obsolete value or the current trend?]. Taganrog: UFU, pp. 120. (In 

Russian). 

Kuzmina I.E. (2015). Teoreticheskiy eosnovy diagnostiki tcennostnyh oriyentirov v sfer 

epatrioticheskog osoznaniya uchastnikov obrazovatelnogo protcessa. [Patriotic consciousness of 

educational process participants: theoretical foundations of value diagnostics]. Continuous 

education: XXI century, No.1, pp.1-22. (In Russian). 

Konstantinov S.A. (2007). Pedagogicheskiy eosnovy vospitaniya u shkolnikov 

patriotizma I gotovnosti k zashchit eotechestva. [Pedagogical foundation of education of school 

childrenôs patriotism and readiness to defendthe motherland]. Proceedings of the Herzen State 

Pedagogical University of Russia, No. 44, pp. 368-369. (In Russian). 

The Federal Law çOn Education in the Russian Federationè (2012).Osnovnyye printcipy 

gosudarstvenno ypolitiki I pravovogo regulirovaniya otnosheniy v sfere obrazovaniya [Basic 

principles of state policy in the sphere of education]. The Federal Law çOn Education in the 

Russian Federationè of December 29. (In Russian). 

Resolution of the Government of the Russian Federation (2001). O gosudarstvenno 

yprogramme çPatrioticheskoe vospitaniye grazhdan Rossiyskoy Federatciina 2001-2005 godyè 

[On the state program çPatriotic Education of Citizens of the Russian Federation for 2001-

2005è]. Available at: 

http://ips.pravo.gov.ru/?searchres=&bpas=cd00000&textpres=&sort=7&a6=102000066&a3=102

000496&a6_a3=102000066_102000496&a8=&a8type=2&a1=%EF%E0%F2%F0%E8%EE%F2

%E8%F7%E5%F1%EA%EE%E5+%E2%EE%F1%EF%E8%F2%E0%ED%E8%E5&a7type=4

&a7from=&a7to=&input-date  (Accessed 11 April 2015). (In Russian). 

Resolution of the Government of the Russian Federation (2015) O gosudarstvennoy 

programme çPatrioticheskoe vospitaniye grazhdan Rossiyskoy Federatcii na 2001-2005 godyè 

[On the state program çPatriotic Education of Citizens of the Russian Federation for 2016-

2020è].Available at: http://regulation.gov.ru/project/24646.html?point=view_project (Accessed 

14 April 2015). (In Russian). 

Pashkevich A.V. (2009). Otnosheniye shkolnikov-starsheklassnokov k sotcialnym 

problemam [Senior pupilsô attitudes toward social problem]. Sociological studies, No. 12, pp.. 

126-130. (In Russian). 

Milekhin A.V. (2011). Problemy sotcializatcii starshih shkolnikov v usloviyah 

sovremennogo obrazovaniya [Problem of elder pupils' socialization in conditions of modern 

education].Psychological Science and Education, No.  3, pp. 1-15.(In Russian). 

Nikulina L.P. (2009). Delovay aigra kak usloviy erazvitiy alichnost istarshego shkolnila 

[Business game as a condition for senior school students' personality development]. Proceedings 

of the Herzen State Pedagogical University of Russia, No.113, pp. 160-164. (In Russian). 

Shakurova M.V. (2013). çYaè v kontekste çMyè: o sushchnosti sotciokulturno 

yidentichnosti lichnosti[çIè in a context of çWeè: the essence of socio-cultural identity of the 

personality]. Proceedings of the VSPU, No. 1(260), pp. 100-106.(In Russian). 

http://ips.pravo.gov.ru/?searchres=&bpas=cd00000&textpres=&sort=7&a6=102000066&a3=102000496&a6_a3=102000066_102000496&a8=&a8type=2&a1=%EF%E0%F2%F0%E8%EE%F2%E8%F7%E5%F1%EA%EE%E5+%E2%EE%F1%EF%E8%F2%E0%ED%E8%E5&a7type=4&a7from=&a7to=&input-date
http://ips.pravo.gov.ru/?searchres=&bpas=cd00000&textpres=&sort=7&a6=102000066&a3=102000496&a6_a3=102000066_102000496&a8=&a8type=2&a1=%EF%E0%F2%F0%E8%EE%F2%E8%F7%E5%F1%EA%EE%E5+%E2%EE%F1%EF%E8%F2%E0%ED%E8%E5&a7type=4&a7from=&a7to=&input-date
http://ips.pravo.gov.ru/?searchres=&bpas=cd00000&textpres=&sort=7&a6=102000066&a3=102000496&a6_a3=102000066_102000496&a8=&a8type=2&a1=%EF%E0%F2%F0%E8%EE%F2%E8%F7%E5%F1%EA%EE%E5+%E2%EE%F1%EF%E8%F2%E0%ED%E8%E5&a7type=4&a7from=&a7to=&input-date
http://ips.pravo.gov.ru/?searchres=&bpas=cd00000&textpres=&sort=7&a6=102000066&a3=102000496&a6_a3=102000066_102000496&a8=&a8type=2&a1=%EF%E0%F2%F0%E8%EE%F2%E8%F7%E5%F1%EA%EE%E5+%E2%EE%F1%EF%E8%F2%E0%ED%E8%E5&a7type=4&a7from=&a7to=&input-date
http://regulation.gov.ru/project/24646.html?point=view_project


Part 2. Social Structure and Processes 

 

 128  

Romanenko L.M. (2008). Sovremennyy erossiyskiy etransformatcii I dialektik apatriotizm 

a[Contemporary Russian transformations and the dialectic of patriotism].Proceedings of the III 

All -Russian Sociological Congress çCivic Culture of studentsè. Russia, Moscow, October. 

Yekaterinburg. (In Russian). 

 



Part 2. Social Structure and Processes 

 

 129  

Poverty of Rural Population in Russia: 

 Trends and Social Mechanizms of Overcoming 
 

Aliye M. Sergiyenko, Barnaul 

 

Abstract. The article presents findings on trends and mechanisms of rural poverty 

overcoming in Russia since the early 2000s. The findings are based on the data of sample 

surveys of rural residents and expert questionings in agrarian regions. We concluded about 

radical improvement of economic status and social mood of villagers, reducing the migration 

potential were received. We identified mechanisms for poverty reducing, the major ones are the 

growth of economic activity of the population and implementation of state programs. It was 

found enhancing the role of education as a channel of social mobility. 

 

Keywords: poverty; rural population; economic activity; social policy 

 

The consequence of market reforms in Russia was a concentration of poverty in rural 

areas in the 1990s, that lead to reduced labor and reproductive motivation, to a spread of 

alcoholism and mass migration of youth from the rural areas and eventually formed a threat to 

the social reproduction of rural communities in the beginning of the new Millennium. The article 

presents the results of a study of rural poverty, its major trends and mechanisms of its 

overcoming in the agrarian regions of Russia since the beginning of 2000s [Sergiyenko, 2014]. 

We consider what is the extent of poverty, its structure, depth, what can influence its formation 

in the rural community and what to do to effectively influence the solution to this problem. 

The theoretical foundation of our research is the concept of measuring a poverty on the 

criterion of inequality of social choice by A. Sen, implying the need to consider the availability 

of social goods [Sen, 2004], and the conception of moral economy by J. Scott, emphasizing the 

importance of mutual support of the peasantry as the ethics of survival, that rooted in their 

economic practices and social exchanges [Scott, 1992]. In addition, we rely on the results of 

previous studies of rural poverty. For instance, L. Bondarenko [Bondarenko, 2012] and L. 

Ovchintseva [Ovchintseva, 2004] in their works focused on the importance of measurement of 

rural poverty on the base of assessment of deprivation and opportunities. They draw conclusions 

about the magnitude distribution of rural poverty, high level of poverty among the employed 

population, high poverty risks for families with children and continuing growth of poverty in 

small rural settlements, about limited availability of health and education for the poor. 

We mean under the poverty of rural inhabitants their socio-economic position, which 

characterized not only by low livelihood security, but also to the low availability of social goods 

(workplaces with acceptable working conditions and pay, comfortable housing, opportunities for 

education, medical care, cultural resources, etc.) that are necessary to meet urgent and vital 

needs. The measurement of the extent and depth of rural poverty is based on the use of the 
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following approaches: firstly, rural populationôs evaluation of family financial situation and of 

level of deprivation (exclusion) as the lack of opportunity to satisfaction in basic needs (last 

estimates obtained on the basis of the analysis of the availability of consumption of quality food, 

clothing and other basic necessities, housing, education, health and other social services, 

violations of labour and other social rights of rural residents); secondly, expert assessments of 

destitution (extreme poverty), absolute and relative poverty by characteristics of family financial 

position and deprivation. We have identified the economic activity of the rural population, the 

activities of state policy actors and support of the poor by rural community among the main 

mechanisms of impact on poverty. 

The findings are based on a quota sample survey of rural residents and expert interviews 

in two agrarian regions of Siberia (Altai Krai and the Altai Republic), conducted by members of 

the Institute of Economy and Industrial Engineering of SB RAS and the Center for Socio-

economic Research and Regional Policy in 2002, 2008, 2011. The informational basis was 

formed on a data of target sample survey of 500 rural poor and of expert interviews with 76 

representatives of local government and rural business in 2011. The selection of rural residents 

was carried out by gender, age, disadvantage of family financial situation and by place of 

residence (we complied with the quota on a region of residence, took into account the peripheral 

position of the district and the size of rural settlements). The choice of regions was determined 

on a high share of rural population (44.2% in the Altai region and 71% in the Altai Republic 

compared with 25.8% in Russia in 2013) and of the agricultural specialization of the regions and 

a high concentration of poverty in them (17.6% and 20.9% of the population with incomes below 

the subsistence minimum, respectively, compared to 10.8% in Russia). Altai Krai and Altai 

Republic are pockets of poverty even compared to other regions with agricultural specialization 

[Sergiyenko, 2014: 80-89]. 

The level of destitution, measured by the villagers to the financial situation of their 

families (among those who is enough money only for food, or whose families almost starving), 

in 2011 was relatively small and amounted to 13% of the rural poor. About 40% respondents 

were in the middle group of the poor (who "have enough money for modest meals and utilities, 

the problem is even purchase of inexpensive clothes and other essential things). And less than 

half respondents were the most prosperous group of relatively poor (they "have enough money 

for food, utilities, clothes and other necessary things, but buying of things expendable is a 

problem"). The highest level of poverty was among the middle and older working age residents 

in urbanized areas. According to experts, the level of rural poverty which was estimated on the 

base of  the financial situation of the family (covering all three groups of the poor relative to the 

rural population) reached during this period 87%. 
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Rural poverty is defined not only by the scarcity of subsistence means, but in particular by 

the low availability of various social benefits, deprivation. The magnitude of the various 

hardships of the rural poor was significant. For example, potatoes and bread prevailed in the diet 

of their food, only slightly more than half regularly ate vegetables, eggs, meat and dairy products. 

It is a paradoxical situation for those living in rural areas: because of lack of funds every fifth 

family canôt consume a sufficient amount of even the cheapest food. Just 19% of respondents did 

not experience problems of nutrition. The majority of rural poor wore worn-out shoes and coats. 

Every tenth family could not afford to buy the children new clothes and shoes as they grow. 

Almost all respondents were concerned about the low provision and quality of housing, 36% 

poor dire needed in better housing conditions, 16% did not have their own housing. Housing of 

every fourth poor was an urgent need of repair. The lack or shortage of communal facilities were 

characteristics of the housing of 45% respondents. There were no running water in houses 

(apartments) of every four poor family, no central sewerage ï of 81% households. A provision of 

hot water and centralized gas supply was extremely rare. 

The reduction of a network of rural medical institutions, in cardinal scale especially 

since the second half of the past decade, led to a formation of large-scale social exclusion of 

villagers from medical care in forms of time and financial unavailability of medicines and 

doctors (for approximately 40% of respondents), as well as in different forms of territorial 

inaccessibility of medical services (17-30%). As a consequence, health is becoming a 

powerful limiter in solving the problems of poverty, and an important factor in its formation. 

More than half of respondents had serious health problems, 12% have a disability, every third 

ï a chronic disease (shares of the latter two groups among the extremely poor people are 18% 

and 42%). 

The exclusion of the rural poor reached a bigger size in different forms of manifestation 

of inaccessibility of education of their children, especially preschool and school. In every fourth 

family among those who had children of school age at the time of the survey, there were 

problems of providing their children with school supplies and textbooks, in each eighth ï 

hardship of payment of their nutrition at school (the latter was characteristic of each sixth 

from extremely poor families). Because of the lack of preschool institutions in rural areas or 

places in them, as well as opportunities to provide clothes and food for children, pay for their 

stay in kindergartens, the children of about half of the poor who have preschoolers have not 

visited them. Children from 77% destitute families were deprived of such opportunity. 

Among the main causes of poverty the population and experts had identified low 

economic motivation, alcoholism, unemployment, low-skilled and low-paid work, low start, 

as well as insufficient level of social support from the state. Nowadays the main risk groups 




